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Set up to increase the effectiveness 
of missionaries, the Missionary 
Technical Course, although only two years 
old, is already bringing invaluable results. 
Moody-trained technician, Frank Mathis, for 
eso example, is serving in the needy field 
of Peru under the Wycliffe Bible Translators. 
Through his use of mission aircraft, he 
made possible the equivalent of a year’s 


missionary work in less than two months. 





This squeezing of months into days is typical of 

the training Moody gives — training to do the Lord’s 
work with the utmost efficiency. 

The Missionary Technical Course is but one of eight 
which prepare young people for every kind of 
Christian service. You, like 1,400 others each year, 
may receive this specialized preparation to serve the 
“Ol din yeand and Lord effectively in these days when specialization and 


speed are so necessary and the time may be so short. 
expenience --new in Write for catalog. Address Office of Admissions, Room 


facilities and outlook” 


MOODY bilfe |nutitute 


820 N. LASALLE ST. © CHICAGO 10, ILLINOIS 


D-. William Culbertson, president Dr. S. Maxwell Coder, dean 
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2 PERSONAL GUIDANCE 
BY A CHRISTIAN FACULTY 
Its teaching staff consists .of scholarly 
Christian men and women whose twofold 


aim is to transmit successfully their own 
knowledge to their students and to give 


them the individual attention they need 
Ft EE for a successful career. : 
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Walk 5 Miles 
but | 


Ride 7,027 To See 
Beautiful U.S. A. 
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Watxinc beside an ox 
team and covered wagon was a hard 
way to “See America First,” when the 
West was young and when California 
had only a few thousand inhabitants, 
mostly Indians. Today there are 6,907,- 
387 people in California, and everybody 
rides. That is what you will do, if you 
travel with the Eternity Bible Confer- 
ence Tour to the 1951 conference at 
Mount Hermon. Of course, you will 
walk as much as 5 miles during stop- 
overs in our National Parks and about 
the steamer deck on our cruise from 
Seattle to Victoria, British Columbia, 
and including distance from trainside to 
sightseeing cars, but mostly you'll relax 
in an upholstered seat. 


You and your family are invited to 
accompany the Eternity Bible Confer- 
ence Tour, with Dr. Donald Grey Barn- 
house, as spiritual leader, and other 
members of the Eternity Staff. This 
will be a well-planned, well-operated 
vacation tour for Christian people, with 
good fellowship and enjoyable social 
events, and altogether promises to be an 
inspiring educational trip. 


In addition to the week at Mount 
Hermon Conference Grounds, we will 
see Grand Canyon National Park, Los 
Angeles, Yosemite National Park, San 
Francisco, Portland, Seattle, Victoria, 
B. C., and Yellowstone National Park. 


An illustrated folder has been pub- 
lished to describe the tour. Please send 
for it today. It’s free, and it describes 
the plans in detail. A postal or letter 
will bring the folder to you . . . then 
you'll want to join our fine group of 
Christian travelers. Please address . . 


Eternity Bible Conference Tour 
P. ©. Box 2000 
Philadelphia 3, Pa. 





WHAT'S IN A NAME? 


In the first issue of Ererniry, April 
1950, you explained in a short editorial why 
you were led to choose this powerful word 
as the name for this wonderful publication. 
The following two statements stand out in 
your editorial: “We wanted a one word 
title that would strike the eye and the mind 
of the casual reader and cause men to 
reach for the paper to see what it was all 
about.” “We wanted men to realize in 
this day of accelerated tempo in life that 
there are eternal things.” 

May I relate briefly an incident that 
happened in our office yesterday that will 
encourage Dr. Barnhouse, as well as others 
on the staff, that the Holy Spirit is work- 
ing to bring about your desire concerning 
this name? 

I work for a railroad organization, and 
carry my Bible with me to work and keep 
it on top of my desk—nothing is permitted 
to cover it from plain view of any who 
come near. The very presence of God’s 
Word bears strong testimony. .Quite fre- 
quently I also carry Christian publications 
with me to read on the bus tu and from 
work. I have carried Eternity and have 
left it also on top of my desk. The man 
who works on the opposite side of my desk 
has been noticing the Word and the maga- 
zines. Yesterday, shortly before the close 
of work, I removed a paper that had par- 
tially covered the Bible and Ererniry. This 
man across from me said—not sarcasti- 
cally, but seemingly under conviction: “I 
wish you would move that thing out of my 
sight. For two days I have sat here and 
looked at that magazine and every time I 
see that word ‘eternity’ it worries me.” 

I answered, “That is exactly the reason 
why the magazine is so named—to get 
people to think of eternal things.” 


W. L. Ow1ncs 
Smyrna, Ga. 
. + * 


BIBLES IN BERLIN 


o. have been in Berlin with the Army of 
—— for almost four years, conduct- 
pel services twice a week for the 
feeear Hitler few months ago 
we sponsored a Youth for Christ campaign, 
winning more than 175 souls to the Lord. 
Praise His Name! In the latter part of 
this month I hope to set up a permanent 
Youth for Christ in Berlin. Please pray 
with us that the Lord will bless this work 
to the salvation of many precious souls. 

By any on, & do you happen to know 
where I could obtain German Bibles or 
New Testaments?- They are the hardest 
things in the world to obtain. 
them were burned up by Hitler and he 
made sure he got his hands on as many 
as he could. 

I have received much blessing from 
Christian magazines. We do not get a 
Christian radio here. I had hopes 
of hearing the Old 


Fashioned Revival 





Hour broadcast from Luxembourg only to 
find that those godless communists have 
jammed this network from coming into 
Berlin. : 

I am sure that I will thoroughly enjoy 
your magazine and that it will be a bless- 
ing to me. I have read many articles writ- 
ten by Dr. Barnhouse and each and every 
one of them have thrilled my soul. 

Cri. Grorcr J. RENNIE 


Berlin, Germany 
ge eke 


Readers who wish to send German Bibles 
or New Testaments to Cpl. Rennie may 
do so through German Bible Collection, 736 
Spink Street, Wooster, Ohio. 
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OLD AGE BENEFITS 


Thank you for your happy thought in 
Meditations for February 10th. 

I was born-again when I was ten years 
old; now I am_ 92. I often thank my 
Heavenly Father that I remembered my 
Creator in the days of my youth, while the 
evil days come not. I have never thought 
of the wrinkles, the dimming eyesight, 
creaking bones, the graying hair, and other 
faulty things as being sweet messengers, 
but if they are as you have expressed it— 
“God’s sweet messengers to call us from 
our attachments to the flesh and help us 
turn our gaze upon the invisible and the 
eternal,” I will thank the Lord for old age 
benefits. - 
Erra S. KnicuT 
Baptist Home 


Newton, Mass. 
* © 


ETERNITY FOR MISSIONARY PURPOSES 


Dear Dr. Barnhouse : 

I want to thank you for giving us such 
a fine magazine as Erernity. I am a char- 
ter subscriber and have urged my friends 
to subscribe at every opportunity . . . I can 
also add that I have sent gift subscriptions 
to several friends. 

For some time I have been wondering 
if a publication your size would not have 
copies returned through the mails for rea- 
sons of non-delivery which might be used 
for ‘ ‘missionary” purposes. What I have 
in mind is giving these out to people who 
would never subscribe but who, I feel, 
might be reached for the Lord through 
reading a copy. One place I would like to 
use them is in connection with work in 
prisons. 

If you have such magazines and do not 
have a better use for them, would you 
please send me as many as twenty? 

Samuet A. Roiiins 
New York, N. Y. 


> > > 


Reader Rollins’ idea is a good one and 
we are delighted to send copies for this 
purpose. Should other readers also desire 
aun oe hould be pointed out that 

an are generally slightly damaged), we 
weil fill requests as we are able. 
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SPEAKING ENGAGEMENTS 


Donald Grey Barnhouse, Editor of Eternity: 
April I|—Tenth Presbyterian. Church, Phila- 
delphia; April 2—St. Luke's Lutheran, 46th 
Street west of 8th Ave., New York City; 
April 8 through 13—Pine Street Presbyterian 
Church, Harrisburg, Pa.; April 15 through 
20—First Presbyterian Church, River Forest, 
Illinois; April 22 through 27—Grace Presby- 
terian Church, Kansas City, Mo. - 


William Allan Dean, Pastor, Aldan Union 
Church, Aldan, Pa.: April 2, 9, 16, 23, 30— 
First Presbyterian Church, Norristown, Pa.; 
April 3, 10, 17, 24 (2:30 P. M.)—Bethany 

®Temple Presbyterian Church, Philadelphia, 
Pa.; April 3, 10, 17, 24 (8:00 P. M.)—Evan- 
gelical United Brethren, Philadelphia, Pa.; 
April 4 (2:00 P. M.)—Jenkintown Prayer 
Group, Strawbridge and Clothier Audito- 
rium, Jenkintown, Philadelphia, Pa.; April 6 
(2:30 P. M.)—First Presbyterian, German- 
town, Pa.; April 25, 29—First United Pres- 
byterian Church, Akron, Ohio. 


Robert R. Fritsch, Emeritus Professor, English 
Bible, Muhlenberg College, Allentown: April 
| through 6—Bible Conference, Lutheran 
Church, Audubon, N. J.; April 9, 16, 23— 
Lutheran Church, Ephrata, Pa.; April 11 
through 13—Radio Bible Talk, Allentown, 
Pa., WHOL, 7 A. M.; April 11 (2:00 P. M.) 
—Evangel Fellowship Bible Study, Allen- 
town, Pa.; April 14—Youth Fellowship E. C. 
Church, Hamburg, Pa.; April 17 through 
21—Bible Conference, Westminster, Md.; 
April 2?—Mennonite Church, Pretty Prairie, 
Kansas, Mo. 


Vance Havner, Writer and Bible Conference 
Speaker: April | through 4—Bob Jones Uni- 
versity, Greenville, S. C.; April 8-15—First 
Baptist. Church, North Little Rock, Ark.; 
April 16 through 22—First Baptist Church, 
Stuttgart, Ark.; April 23 through 29—High- 
land Park Baptist Church, Chattanooga, 
Tenn. - 


Peter Joshua, Evangelist and Bible Conference 
Speaker: April | through 8—Westminster 
Presbyterian Church, Enid, Oklahoma; April 
11 through 13—Eau Claire, Wisconsin; 
April 15 through 1!9—Second Reformed 
Church, Fulton, Illinois; April 22 through 
May 6—Alarich Presbyterian Church, Min- 
neapolis, Minn. 


Clarence E. Mason, Jr., Dean, Philadelphia 
School of the Bible, Philadelphia: April |— 
Fifth Baptist Church, Philadelphia, Pa.; 
April 14—Pottstown Youth for Christ, Potts- 
town, Penna.; April 29?—Chelsea Baptist 
Church, Atlantic City, New Jersey. 


William A. Mierop, President, Bible Institute 
of Pennsylvania, Philadelphia: April !— 
First Brethren Church, Philadelphia, Pa.; 
April 4, 11, 18, 25—First Baptist Church, 
Allentown, Pa.; April 6 through 9—Bible 
Conference, Houtzdale, Pa.; April I4— 
Youth for Christ, Shamokin, Pa.; April 15— 
A. M., Trinity United Evangelical Church, 
Shamokin, Pa.; P. M., Hermon Presbyterian 
Church, Philadelphia, Pa.; April 20—Penn 
State Bible Fellowship, State College, Pa.; 
April 2i—Altoona Youth for Christ, Al- 
toone, Pa.; April 22—Evangel Baptist 
Church, Lewistown, Pa.; April 29—A. M.., 
Non-Sectarian Fellowship Church, Limerick, 
Pa.; P. M., Indiantown Gap Gospel Center, 
Indiantown Gap, Pa. 





GUARANTEED DEPOSITS 
Messag afid in the midst of 
today's confusion. By the Editor. $2.00 
from ETERNITY BOOK SERVICE. 
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WASHINGTON, D. C. 





NEW YORK, NEW YORK 





WHEN IN THE NATION’S CAPITAL, VISIT 
GRACE BAPTIST CHURCH 
9th & South Carolina Ave., S.E. 

(At Pennsylvania Ave.) 

DR. MARTIN F. CLOUGH, Pastor 
Sunday Services 11:00 A.M. and 7:45 P.M. 
WHERE THE OLD FASHIONED GOSPEL 18 
PREACHED 





MIAMI BEACH, FLORIDA 


FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH 
79th: and Broadway 
7th Avenue, local Subway to 79th Street Station 
ARTHUR B. WHITING, Pastor 
A Bible teaching ministry In the heart of New York. 


Morning Worship—ii A.M. 
Evening Wership— 8 P.M. 


DENVER, COLO 





A Cordial Welcome Awaits You .. . 


EACH 
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 


indian Creek Drive at 7ist 
Miami Beach, Florida 
E. GARRETT. 


the 
Blessed Hope 


NORTH PRESBYTERIAN 
37th wt Federal Blvd. 
“LIVING MESSAGES FROM THE 
WHOLE BOOK” 
MERLE L. EDWARDS, Preacher 
Services: 9:30, 10:50 A.M.; 6:30, 7:45 P.M. | 
Wednesday 7:45 P.M. 





OCEANSIDE, L. L., N. Y. 


LOS ANGELES, CALIF. 





ALLENTOWN, PA. 


WINDSOR AVENUE 
BIBLE CHURCH 
OCEANSIDE, L. I., N. ¥. 


J. VURTURE, Pastor 
The Church With A Warm Welcome 








WHEN NEAR ALLENTOWN 


VISIT THE NEW UNUSUAL BIBLE CENTER 
THE EVANGEL FELLOWSHIP, Inc. 
513-527 N. Saint Lucas Street 


ALLENTOWN, PA. N. M. Crossman, 
$.8. 9:30 Morning Worship 10:30 
og 7 P.M. 


THE FIRST CENTURY MESSAGE IN A 
TWENTIETH CENTURY SETTING! 





PEORIA, ILL. 


A Cerdial Welcome Awaits You In Los Angeles At 
The Church of the Open Door 
SIXTH AND HOPE STREETS (Downtown) 
DR. J. VERNON McGEE, Pastor 
SUNDAY SERVICES: 11:00 A.M. 7:30 P.M. 
Broadeast KGER KXLA 
WEDNESDAY—BIBLE STUD Y—7:0 P. M. 





SAN JOSE, CALIF. 





WESTMINSTER 
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
the alameda at 
sunday services 11 AM and 7:45 PM 
midweek Bible Hour Wed. 730 PM 
DWIGHT H. SMALL, paster 
San Jose, Calif. 
“preaching the es a of the inspired 


’ A CITY, N. J. 





GRACE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
800 North Madison Avenue Peoria, Illinois 
A Church with a distinctive evangelical 
ministry 


Morning Worship, 10:45 a. m. 
Evening Worship, 7:30 p. m. 
Mid-week Prayer & Bible Study, 7:30 p. m. 


.Chelsea Presbyterian Church 
9 S. Chelsea Avenue 
Sunday Wership 10:30 A.M. and “8:00 P.M. 
Breadeast WFPG 8:30 A.M. 
Mid-Week Prayer Meeting Wed. 8:00 P.M. 
"The Preaching of the Cross . . . Power” 


I Cor. 1:18 
REV. MILTON N. LEININGER, Pastor 











PHILADELPHIA, PA. HOLLYWOOD, CALIF. __ 
TENTH PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH SOUTH HOLLYWOOD 
ae CHURCH 


Open 
Services 10 A.M. and 745 P.M. 
DONALD GREY BARNHOUSE, D.D., Minister 
Internationally-known Bible Expositor, 





Preacher 
Editor, Eternity Magazine o 


Nermandie at Santa Monica 
Services 11:00 A.M. and 7:30 P.M. 
Hollywood's “Bible Preaching Center™ 


Rev. Wilbur James Antisdale, Pastor 
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WORDS WORDS WORDS 


Sometimes the world itself realizes 
what a camouflage it has built around 
its own heart. This was wonderfully 
illustrated by a game that was played 
as a competition among the subscrib- 
ers of London’s New'Statesman and 
Nation. The master of ceremonies on 
a radio program had humorously con- 
jugated an “irregular verb” as: “I 
am firm; you are obstinate; he is a 
pig-headed fool.” Among the win- 
ners picked by the New Statesman 
and Nation were the following: “I 
am sparkling ; you are unusually talk- 
ative ; he is drunk. I am righteously 
indignant; you are annoyed; he is 
making a fuss about nothing., I am 
beautiful; you have quite good fea- 
tures; she isn’t bad looking if you 
like that type. I have reconsidered it ; 
you have changed your mind ; he has 
gone back on his word. I am an epi- 
cure; you are a gourmand ; he has 
both feet in the trough. I am fastid- 
ious ; you are fussy; he is an old 
woman.’ 

Some of these may cause us to 
smile, but if we are going to approach 
God we may not come in any way 
that protects our old natures. Espe- 
cially we must not say, I have made 
a mistake; you have done wrong; he 
has sinned. Put things in their right 
way; say, I have sinned. Go along 
with David in Psalm 51 and say 
“against Thee, Thee only, have I 
sinned.” Follow Isaiah and say, 
“Woe is me! for I am undone; be- 
cause I am a man of unclean lips, 
and I dwell in the midst of a people 
of unclean lips” (Isa. 6:5). Say with 
Job, “I abhor myself and repent in 
dust and ashes” (Job 42:6). 


If we are willing to bring words 
when we come to God and the right 
words — words that cut, words that 
amputate, then we are going to get 
some place with God in blessing. If 
we beat around the bush, recognizing 
sin in others, being polite to those 
that are with us, and totally defending 
our own old natures to ourselves, we 
oe never going to have blessing from 

God. “Take with: you caiia” 





NEXT MONTH: 
Fear Not 
By Wituiam H. Wricnton 


Faith Hes No Option 

By ANDREW MacBeaTH 

The author hopes this article may be 
read by some “in the midst of an ordeal 
and be used to steady their souls and 
give them hope and confidence.” 
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DEDICATION 


Unto Him that loved us, and washed us from 
our sins in His own blood, and hath made us to 
be a kingdom and to be unto God and His 
Father, to Him be glory and dominion for ever 
and ever. Amen. (Rev. 1:5, 6). 

Pray with us on Friday mornings that God may bless and extend 


the ministry of Eternity and The Bible Study Hour to His 
everlasting glory. 























Address all correspondence to ETERNITY, Clifton Heights, Pa. 


Subscription information: Published monthly, $3.00 a year; pour ne copy, 25c. Foreign subscrip- 
and money orders payable to Erexnrry. When 
your address, please send 


addresses. 
. Advertising Representative: Allan E. Shubert Company, 3818 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia 
. Cogete Sy Dei Foundation Inc. No part of this magazine may be reproduced 
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BIBLE TREES | 





The barren fig-tree (Lk. 13:6-9) typifies not only 
the failure of the Jewish nation to fulfill God's pur- 
pose, but shows how a Christian life can be barren 
and unproductive. The fig tree bore no fruit. There 
are several causes of an unfruitful tree, and an ex- 
perienced fruitgrower can often diagnose a particular 
case. The tree may appear sickly and stunted, or it 
may be vigorous with long shoots and rich green leaves: 
it may be starved of suitable plant food, or it may 
be overfed on unsuitable or unbalanced food. An 
excess of nitrogen, for instance, will produce excessive 
and precocious shoots which give the tree a healthy 
appearance, but which produce no fruit. Many Chris- 
tians are like that, doped and stimulated by unbalanced 
teaching and religious stimulants, full of enthusiasm 
and emotion, but devoid of fruit. 

Other trees are barren because their roots are in 
some unsuitable subsoil, and are drawing into the tree 
food from a wrong source. In that case it is necessary 
to dig about it, to find the hidden tap root and to 
cut it. This is root-pruning, and many a barren fruit 
tree has become fruitful when this operation has been 
performed. There are Christians with hidden roots 
drawing food from this world and making their lives 
barren. Just as the children of Israel carried with 
them for years, the gods which they brought out of 
Egypt, so many Christians are still secretly drawing 
life and satisfaction from the hidden roots of the world. 

But there are some Christians who have become 
fruitless because of a “root of bitterness;” something 


Major Batt brings a thorough knowledge 
the Bible. He manages a forestry and lumber business on his estates 
neer Norwich, England, and was formerly on the Council of the Royal 
Forestry Society for England and Wales. 
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By WILLIAM F. BATT 


This study on some of the trees in 
the Bible was written in the hope 
that God will reveal to readers 
how these country things are used 
in the Bible to teach spiritual 





which has grown in a Christian life, and which must 
be yielded and cut .by our Saviour if we are to be 
fruitful. A root of bitterness may be bitterness against 
some person, or against one’s circumstances, or against 
God Himself. Any jealousy of another, any malad- 
justment, or lack of willing acceptance of God’s will 
in one’s life represents a root of bitterness, and will 
make a Christian unfruitful. 

Root pruning is an operation which the tree cannot 
do itself; it is the work of the gardener. In Luke 13:8, 
it is our Beloved Dresser who said “Let it alone this 
year also and I will dig about it and dung it.” It is 
Christ, and He alone, who can discover and cut ‘our 
hidden roots, and who can feed us with the n 
food; so that our lives begin to bring forth fruit; for 
the dunging of the tree is the means of supplying the 
proper food after the offending roots have been severed. 

The last four verses of Psalm 92 liken the righteous 
to two other trees. “The righteous shall flourish like 
the palm tree,” whose trunk grows straight and up- 
right, and aims Heavenward with no branches divert- 
ing its energy in other directions: it represents the 
unswerving and inflexible purpose in Christian life. 
“He shall grow like a cedar in Lebanon” which, unlike 
the palm tree, spreads its branches horizontally over 
an ever growing area, like the Christian whose life and 
influence is ever spreading and reaching out to a wider 
sphere. “They that be planted in the house of the 
Lord shall flourish in the courts of our God.” The 
soil in which our roots are set produces no stunted 
trees, but lives which are fat and flourishing in the 
service of God. “They shall still bring forth fruit 
in old age,” or, as Coverdale translated it, “they shall 
bring forth more fruit in old age.” Here is a promise 


The best rule for Bible study is to study the Bible 5 








of a Christian life upright and of purpose, with an in- 
fluence spreading as the years go by, from a healthy 
and flourishing Christian experience continually bring- 
ing forth fruit to the end; and all as a demonstration 
of the faithfulness of God “to show that the Lord is 
upright: He is my Rock, and there is no unrighteous- 
ness in Him.” 


Jeremiah 17, 5-8 compares the life of one who trusts 
in man, with one who trusts in the Lord. The chapter 
is addressed to Judah, God’s people, not unbelievers, 
and “the man that trusteth in man and maketh flesh 
his arm and whose heart departeth from the Lord” is 
no unbeliever, but a faithless Christian; one who has 
“an evil heart of unbelief in departing from the living 
God.” He is a man who.takes no account of the fact 
that God is a living God; who limits the Holy One 
of Israel; who like the Sadducee knows not the Scrip- 
tures neither the power of God. He is a man whose 
heart departeth from the Lérd and who relies upon 
man, and upon efforts of the flesh. He is cursed of 
God: he is like the heath in the desert, a’ stunted plant 
which seldom blooms and never bears fruit. In the 
midst of blessing, he will be blind; he will not recog- 
nize the good hand of God in his life; he lives a 
parched and lonely life in a salt land and not inhabited. 
He is a stunted and barren Christian living under the 
curse of God. 


But “blessed is the man that trusteth in the Lord 
and whose hope the Lord is;” that man who looks to 
Him, who lays hold of the promises of God, and looks 
for the fulfillment of them. “He shall be as a tree 
planted by the waters,” the only tree, maybe, in a hot 
and parched land, that is drawing life from the waters, 
the one green and flourishing oasis in the wilderness. 
“He shall be as a tree planted by the waters, that 
spreadeth out her roots by the river,” with roots con- 
tinually reaching out further into the river of life, and 
continually feeding on that unfailing and all-sufficient 
source. She “shall not see when heat cometh, but her 
leaf shall be green.” 


This Christian does not wilt and fail in times of 
persecution or ridicule, or in times of temptation: for 
in such times he remains the one green tree in a barren 
land. The leaf is the everyday life, not the flower 
nor the fruit, but the life; and it is in time of heat, 
of stress, of temptation, or persecution that this Chris- 


An FBI agent, unarmed, pre- 
sented a warrant to a vicious 
criminal for his arrest. The 
man said contemptuously, “You 
don't think I'm going with 
you?" The agent said, “Read 
that warrant.” The hoodlum 
read, “TO BRING ME OR MY 
BODY." Without changing ex- 
pression the agent said, "Make 
up your mind." The criminal 
went with him. The Lord God, 
by the constraining love of 
Christ, has bought and paid 
for each believer. By a de - 
sand calls he comes to us, that 
we might mortify the flesh, and 
grow in Christ. What does the 
warrant say? “If we would 
judge ourselves (by surrender 
to be crucified with Christ), 
we should not be judged (at 
the return of the Lord.)" 


MAKE UP YOUR MIND. 





6 Is your expectation only from the Lord? 


tian’s life remains green. It will be to him that men 
will come in such times to find shelter and rest and 
encouragement: and help, for his “leaf shall be green.” 

“And shall not be careful in the year of drought,” 
when the blessing of God seems to have dried up, when 
there is no yision, when unbelief and “science falsely 
so called” proudly boast that knowledge has disproved 
faith. How easily we Christians become careful in 
what we teach and say. In circumstances when we 
are alone among unbelievers, how easily we become 
careful what we say: and in times of financial or other 
drought in our life, how easily we become anxious. But 
if our roots are spreading out by the river none of 
these things will overcome us, we “shall not be careful 
in the year of drought:” circumstances will no longer 
control our life and witness. 


“Neither shall cease from yielding fruit.” God made 
every tree to bring forth fruit after his kind: the fruit 
of a tree contains the seed from which other trees of 
the same kind will grow. So the fruit of the Spirit, 
love, joy, peace and so on, contains the seed from 
which other Christians are born: the fruit of a Chris- 
tian life is other Christians. In this verse, therefore, 
we have a promise that a Christian shall be the means 
of bringing others into Eternal Life. In forestry when 
a forest is cut down, single trees are often left, in order 
that their seed may fall and grow into a new forest. 
These trees are chosen, not because they are of a 
certain age, or size, but because they have been seen 
to bear much seed, and to bear it regularly year by 
year. As the years go by these trees will be found 
to be surrounded by thousands of little growing trees, 
and a new forest will have been established. So is the 
man that “trusts in the Lord and whose hope the Lord 
is.” His life will not cease from yielding fruit; around 
him will be a host of growing Christians of all ages, 
born as a result of his fruitful life: and when, like the 
old tree, his time. is done, and he passes on, there will 
have grown up around him a new generation of Chris- 
tians. Nor is his influence only local, for in some 
forests, year by year, thousands of seedling trees are 
dug up and sent to populate other fields in distant 
places. In one forest not many years ago, an old 
seed-bearing tree was. blown down in a storm. The 
seed from this fallen tree was carefully collected, and 
has been raised, and used to plant fresh forests. Many 
a time the papers, letters, notes, etc., found among the 
belongings of some Christian, who has recently died, 
have been published, and have been used for the 
conversion of unbelievers in succeeding generations. 
Truly he that trusts in the Lord shall not cease from 
yielding fruit. 


In John 15:2, is seen the means by which the 
branches are made fruitful. The unfruitful ones are 
removed lest they should smother the fruitful ones, 
and so that all the life-giving sap from the vine shall 
flow into branches which are profitable, and not be 
wasted by unfruitful ones. The fruitful branches are 
pruned; all unfruitful parts are removed, all parts that 
have fulfilled their purpose and become fruitless; any- 
thing in fact that may absorb sap or may choke or in- 
terfere with the productive parts. So in Christian ex- 
perience, many healthy and harmless, and even good 
parts of one’s life have to be pruned in order that the 
whole time and thought and energy can be devoted 
to bringing forth fruit. But we are not to be intro 


(Continued on page 46) 
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a Window on the Weld 


NO CHANGE 
A prominent headline in the daily press states: 


“Tuberculosis Deaths Show . World Decline.” 
There is no mention of the fact that the rate on 
just plain deaths of all descriptions has shown no 
change since Adam sinned. The rate is still one 
hundred per cent of all the births. 


CHAPEL OF ALL FAITHS 


One of the saddest news items in many a day 
was the report of the dedication of the Chapel of 
All Faiths in the basement of the Baptist Temple 
in Philadelphia. This church was the outgrowth 
of the work of Russell Conwell (“Acres of Dia- 
monds”), and was a hallowed place for many 
thousands of people who knew the Lord exalted 
there, and who found it a place of salvation and 
growth. 

After some ups and downs the church called 
the Rev. Dr. Daniel Poling, who preached there 
for several years. During the last war, and near 
the end of Dan’s ministry there, the famous inci- 
dent of the four chaplains took place when these 
brave men—one of them the son of Dr. Poling— 
gave their life-belts to save the lives of other men 
and went down together—a priest, a rabbi, and 
two pastors. The act was a brave one, and already 
it-has been honored by a commemorative postage 
stamp, and by clear recognition from everyone. 
as an act of extraordinary bravery and devotion. 
All honor to these brave men. 

But then Dan Poling conceived the idea, or ac- 
cepted the idea from someone else, of building a 
chapel of all faiths in which the religion of all 
these men could be practiced together in a sort of 
“brotherhood.” The Catholics, of course, would 
not get into bed with the rest of them, for they 
have a true concept of a method about a false 
concept of a doctrine. The Catholic attitude should 
be that of the Bible-believing Christian, and there 
should be no fellowshiping with the unfruitful 
works of darkness. While the Catholics think 
they are absolutely right and that all things must 
be done their way, they are, of course, wrong be- 
cause they have abandoned the Word of God. 

We would have to speak very harshly about this 
present matter were it net for the fact that the 
emotions of a bereaved father were involved. For 
this reason we can be very kindly about it all, 
wishing poor Dan had not made such a terrible 
mistake, but pointing out, nevertheless, that it was 
a mistake involving absolute blasphemy. 
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God's will is not a last resort 


GOD'S JUDGMENTS AND A-BOMBS 


When God does something it makes man look 
like the little piker that he is. Man has been awed 
by the atomic clouds which he has made. But re- 
cently in New Guinea the top blew off Mount 
Lamington, a 5,534 foot volcano. An aviator was 
flying over the mountain at, the time and he said: 
“The mountain seemed to cough, and in an instant 
there was a Bikini-like cloud above it. The cloud, 
full of streaks of red lightning, boiled up to 50,- 
000 feet, mushroomed 100 miles wide. Not molten 
lava, but pumice dust and hot scoria (like clinkers 
from a furnace) flew out of the crater, making 
the earth for miles around too hot to live in.” 

An Australian Government official said, “Native 
bodies were everywhere. Dead natives were hang- 
ing in the stripped branches of every tree, and 
many were caught in the forks of the trees. Ap- 
parently they died there after they had climbed 
up to escape from the hot ground.” Only 150 
natives were found alive, and these were like 
“walking zombies: . . . You could have peeled the 
flesh from their bones.” 

When the Great Tribulation finally comes to this 
earth and God begins to pour out His judgments 
it will make all of man’s furies seem as picnics. 
Yet the world today is in stark fear of its own 
wars, and this is because it has abandoned any 
thought of God’s judgment. Conversely, all Chris- 


tians who have received Christ and who are free 


from the threat of judgment, can hear of wars and 
rumors of wars and remain untroubled. 


SOVIET DEFINITIONS 

A new dictionary of 20,000 “foreign” (non- 
Russian) words and phrases issued by the Soviet 
State Publishing House defines “religion” as: “a 
fantastic faith in gods, angels, and spirits .. . a 
faith without any scientific foundations. Religion 
is being supported and maintained by the reaction 
ary circles. It serves for the subjugation of the 
working people and for building up the power of 
the exploiting bourgeois classes. . . . The supersti- 
tion of outlived religion has been surmounted by 
the Communist education of the working class . . . 
and by its deep knowledge of the scientifically pro- 
found teaching of Marx-Leninism.” 

The new Soviet definition of “Bible” : “a collec- 
tion of fantastic legends without any scientific 
support . . . full of dark hints, historical mistakes, 
and contradictions.” 
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The title is taken almost directly from the text, which is found in the 
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th and eight 


third chapter of the prophecy of Daniel, the sevent 


verses, "If it be so, our God whom we serve is able to deliver us from 
the burning, fiery ~furnace, and He will deliver us out of thy hand, O 
king; but if not, be it known unto thee, O king, that we will not serve 


thy gods, nor worship the golden image which thou hast set up.” 






NEITHER FALSE GODS 
NOR GRAVEN IMAGES 


Many men are vain and take great glory in the things 
which they do, or which they may possess, or which they 
may be. Nebuchadnezzar, King of Babylon, was one of 
these. He was vain because he was king over a mighty 
empire, because there were thousands of troops, well- 
seasoned and trained, who were ready, willing, and able 
to do his bidding. He was vain because over his subjects 
he had the power of life and of death. Through some 
poor advice ot the part of those men who were close to 
him, he seught not only to have dominion over the life 
and de«th of his people, but over their very spirits and souls 
as well. It has been a tragedy of history that many men 
ave gotten into great trouble, men of prominence and 
position, because of the poor quality of their advisers, of 
their close friends. Nebuchadnezzar was in this class. His 
friends said unto him in effect, “Nebuchadnezzar, you are 
a.great king. You are, therefore, fit to be worshipped by 
all the people. So let us make a decree. Let us decree 


8 Are you doing anything that you condemn in others? 


By R. BRADFORD JONES 


that at the sound of any kind of music in this kingdom, all 
men, no matter how powerful nor how mighty they may 
be, shall fall down upon their knees and worship the golden 
images which you ‘have set up.” The king was quite flat- 
tered by this type of homage. So he sent out the decree 
over the land. Whenever the harp or the cymbal or any 
of the other instruments of the land should play music, all 
men were to prostrate themselves on the ground before this 
king and his golden images. 


Most of the people followed orders. Most of them were 
quite content to compromise with their consciences, either 
in their ignorance or in their indifference to the things of 
the true God. However, there were three young men in 
that land who had risen to positions of some prominence. 
They were Hebrews, friends of Daniel the prophet; they 
were captives .of this Babylonian king. They had been 
brought out of their own homes into this foreign land, and 
they had risen some degree. These three men refused to 
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bow down before these images; these men refused, at the 
sound of the music, to prostrate themselves before either 
the king or his false gods. Therefore, in a short time, 
they were haled into court before this King Nebuchad- 
nezzar. The king said unto them, “Is it of purpose, O 
Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, that ye serve not my 
gods nor "worship the golden image which I have set up?” 
They replied that it was true. The king then said that he 
would cast them into the burning, fiery furnace and that 
they should be utterly consumed, and then where would be 
their God who could save them. He said to them in effect, 
“Why don’t you be reasonable? Why don’t you be a little 
bit tolerant? Why don’t you give in to us?. This is an 
unimportant thing. Bow yourselves down.” 

They said, “Not so, O king. We have no need to answer 
you in this matter because this is true. Our God whom we 
serve is able to deliver us from the burning, fiery furnace.” 
Of course, this was true. Here was the same God who had 
led the children of Israel out of a land of worse bondage 
than the land of Babylon, had led them across‘the Red Sea, 
through the burning and fiery desert, had led them in places 
of starvation and in parched lands, where He had fed their 
bodies and had given them water to drink, and had fed 
their spirits. He had led them at night with a pillar of 
fire and by day with a pillar of cloud. Here was the God 
who had destroyed the enemies of His people when they 
had encamped around the capital city of Jerusalem. Do 
you recall the days of Hezekiah the King? The Assyrians 
were all around the city. The Hebrew people were about 
to be overwhelmed by the might of this great army. Isaiah 
told the king and the people to have faith, to trust in their 
God and His power. The king and all the people bowed 
themselves down before the Lord God Jehovah. And they 
were saved. It was only when they felt that they must 
defend themselves with burning pitch and with stones and 
with weapons, when they felt that God was not strong 
enough to save their holy city that they fell captive. 

“This is our God Nebuchadnezzar. He has created the 
world and He has cared for His people. He is able to save 
us from the fiery furnace. And we believe that He will save 
us from that furnace. Why Daniel is even to be thrown 
into the ‘den of lions; this God of ours is anxious and He 
will reach out and stop the mouths of the lions and Daniel 
will be saved. Remember that Elijah the prophet was out 
in the desert, scorned by his friends and his enemies, out in 
the rocky fastnesses of the mountains. And the Lord sent 
the ravens to feed him. Why, God loves us, O king; He 
will reach out His hand even into that fiery furnace, and 
He will save us. We believe that He will save us. There- 
fore, we will not bow down; we will not worship thee; 
we will not serve thy false gods, nor worship thy: golden 
images. 

And then those men, or at 





will want to use us as an example of faith, of perseverance, 
and of courage. It may be that as we step through the 
door of that furnace, God will withdraw His protective 
hand and will allow us to be burned to ashes. It may be; 


we do not know. God works in mysterious ways.His won-, , 


ders to perform, and as He wants to use us let Him use us. 
And even if He does not save us, we still will not worship 
thee. 

Jesus of Nazareth proved once and for all the truth of 
the faith of these men, that it is better to die for an ideal, 
for a faith, for a goal, than it is to live to be robbed of. 
those very things. So Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego, 
in the presence of the great king, the totalitarian king, held 
up their hands and said: “We will not do it. We will not 
serve thee; we will not worship thine images.” 

It has ever been the goal of the forces of wickedness to 
reach the Christian. It is always the goal of the wicked 
people of the world, of the forces of evil and of darkness, 
to reach into the Church of Jesus Christ and there to seize 
a Christian person, and by cajolery, by flattery, by appeal- 
ing to his spirit of tolerance, of good fellowship, appealing 


image which man has set up. 

O, how all too often is it possible to get a Christian to 
step out of the paths of God, out of the ways of truth, and 
bow himself down. What a tragedy it was that evil was 


nence in the world and in his own society, is fit to-be 
shiped. Oftentimes we Christians forget that the onl 
lute thing in the world is God, and -that the onl 
things are truth and love and goodness. And 
you and I compromise ourselves. There are times 
refuse to become subjects of criticism for standing for 
things which we know to be of God. Oh yes, fame and gc 
and lust and power; all of them are false gods to 
sometimes the Christian is greatly drawn. The 
come and:say: It doesn't matter. It’s only a little 
It's only once or twice. It’s only a moment, that we 
you to forget the kingdom of God and His righteousness 
and seek these other things first. It will only take you a 
moment and then you can go back to worshiping your God. 
It would have only taken Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed- 

nego a moment to bow down before Nebuchadnezzar. It 
weaxdidl Siee axl Adin. ent Lad 4 Seaasiaih ian, ata 
before Satan, and then the 
whole world would have been 
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rose to true greatness, great minster Presbyterian Church of 
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CURRENT EVENTS IN _THE LIGHT OF THE BIBLE 
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There have been many movements aimed at uniting 
various branches of Protestantism. Some of these have 
been entirely logical, as for example, the efforts to unite 

ps that are identical except for a geographical loca- 
tion. Lutherans from Sweden, Lutherans from Norway, 
and Lutherans from Germany established separate de- 
nominations and synods in this country at the time of 
the great immigration in the nineteenth century. It is 
comprehensible that, a century later, when the foreign 
language services tend to disappear and the children of 
these various lands find themselves side by side, worship- 
ing in English, there should be a realization of the essen- 
tial oneness of their positions and a tendency to amal- 
gamation. 

But there is another movement toward union that is 
quite different from that of bringing together branches 
that were one in the beginning and which were separated 
only by language or by geography in a day of difficult 
communication. There is now a concerted movement to 
bring together all branches of all churches which bear, in 
any measure, the name of Christian, and this movement 
has in it prefound evils. 

The fundamental fact that has to be faced, and that is 
not faced by those who desire the union of churches, is 
that there are differences so deep that it would be sin— 
open sin—for some of us to unite in any way with some 
who’ belong to what they call churches, and which we can- 
not call the Church. The difference goes down, in some 
cases, to people who sit in the pews of a single building 
and have their name on the same roll. Let me illustrate 
by a personal example. 


The ‘church of which I am pastor is situated in the 
heart of Philadelphia. Several years ago it was con- 
venient for the Presbytery to meet in the central part of 
the city, and they occasionally met in our building. On 
one occasion when I came into the meeting, I noted that 
the Communion table was spread, and covered by a snowy 
linen cloth. I must admit that the first thought that came 
to my mind was accompanied by a sharp intake of breath 
that was almost a gasp of horror. I believe that the Holy 
Spirit who dwells within me was warning me that I was 
in the presence of something that could well turn out to 
be a blasphemy. It was about ten o'clock in the morning. 
Ministers and laymen were coming in, the church was 
filling slowly. Parliamentary procedures were under way. 


10 Obedience is the best commentary on the Bible 






There was debate. Let us face the matter and call it by ~ 
its right name: There was bickering and wrangling. 
Someone brought up a certain matter and the Moderator 
replied that there would not be time to take the matter 
up. until the afternoon session because the order of the 
day called for the Communion service at eleven o’clock. 


I could not stand any more. I rose to my feet and, 
walking to the Communion table, I secured the floor and 
addressed the assembly. As the pastor of the host church, 
I had something that was on my mind that I wished to 
communicate to the Presbyterian. I stated that I had not 
realized that it was the time for the annual Communion 
service. If I had realized that fact, I would not have 
extended the invitation of our church to be the host to 
the Presbytery. I then spoke—I can remember yet how 
I was choked with emotion—asking that the Presbytery 
vote not to take the Communion. Why could we not face 
that there was no real union among us? Did we not 
realize that we were divided to the depths on the matters 
which were of the utmost definite importance? Did we 
not realize that there in the pews of the church at that 
moment were men who disagreed with each other sharply 
as to the body and blood of the Lord Jesus Christ which 
the covered elements represented? Did we not realize that 
there were men there who did not believe that Jesus 
Christ was God and that salvation was by His blood, but 
that the only thing that mattered was a vague ethical 
concept build around some intangible brotherhood ? 


So I made a formal motion that the table remain cov- 
ered, and that it stand as a mute testimony against us 
in that hour. Several voices called out to second the 
motion. And then the Devil began to work. Men rose to 
speak against the motion. With great suavity, one of the 
ministers suggested that if I felt that I were spiritually 
out of fellowship with the Lord, they would understand 
if I did not take the Communion, but that it was the long 
tradition of the church, etc., etc. And that with great 
unctiousness. As soon as there was a division, there were 
the timid ones who looked to see how the big boys of 
the organization would vote. And when they saw that the 
“leaders” would vote against the motion but for the Com- 
munion, they sang out “No,” and the motion was defeated. 

I spoke once more, on a point of personal privilege. 
This was the church of which I was the pastor. I was 
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certainly not out of fellowship with the Lord. I had, 
indeed, celebrated the Lord’s Supper in that very place a 
few days before, and I knew that all was at oneness 
between myself and the Lord. This was the reason why 
I was crying out against that which was about to be per- 
petrated in that hour. And I announced that I would 
leave the room. About twenty men followed me to the 
office of the church and we had a wonderful time of 
prayer together. It was real Communion with each other 
and with the Lord. Faintly from the other room there 
came the noise of a hymn. I knew that there were men 
about to take a piece of bread in their hands and a cup 
in their fingers who had stated categorically that they did 
not believe in the bodily resurrection of ours Lord. I 
realized from that moment that I could never again take 
Communion on the mere basis of any church organiza- 
tion, but that there had to be a oneness of mind and heart 
in the things of God to make a Communion that was 
real and spiritual. Since that time I have taken the Lord’s 
Supper many times and in many places. I have communi- 
cated with Baptists and with Lutherans, with Methodists, 
with Presbyterians, with Anglicans, and with others. I 
have taken the Lord’s Supper with fermented wine and 
with grape juice and with cocoanut milk tinted with berry 
juice; with leavened and with unleavened bread. But the 
Communion has always been on the basis of a group of 
believers joined together in a real unity of Spirit and not 
on the basis of an organization. 


All of this is going to become more and more important 
to believers as this age continues. There are powerful 
forces at work for the union of all the diversities of the 
churches, and the union is to be on a large, broad basis 
which eliminates all of the essentials that a born-again 
man must demand as the foundation for true oneness in 
Christ. You can tie a cat and dog together by their tails 
and you will have union but you will not have unity. 


The question has been brought to pertinent actuality 
by the issuance of a new book, On This Rock, written by 
G. Bromley Oxnam, a Bishop in the Methodist Church, 
a past president of the Federal Council of Churches, 
which has been merged into the newer National Council 
of Churches, and at present 
one of the presidents of the 


- the tares into bundles at the time of the end. And it 


should be noticed that the chronology is given, “Let both 
grow together until the harvest: and in the time of the 
harvest I will say to the reapers, Gather up first the tares, 
and bind them in bundles to burn them; but gather the , 
wheat into My barn” (Mt. 13:30). 


I have been thinking very seriously that the —— 
of the National Council of Churches and 
attempt in the World Council is the gathering pte 
of the tares. Dr. Oxnam’s book makes me believe this 
more than ever. His plan for union is that the first steps 
must be taken by the Protestant communions. The pres- 
ent Protestant denominations must continue brotherly 
co-operation with the Eastern Orthodox churches until 
the Protestant union is consummated, then the union with 
the eastern churches can be put thro1gh, When this has 
become a fact, it will be possible “to kneel before a com- 
mon altar (with the Roman church), beg forgiveness of 
the Christ for disunity, and, sharing in the bread and 
wine of Holy Communion, rise in His spirit to form the 
Holy Catholic Church to which all Christians may belong.” 


Bishop Oxnam would, of course, never admit that there 
is a monstrous blasphemy j in such a proceeding, and that 
along the way there would be the substitution of the other 
Christ which is not another, and that the bowing would 
finally take place before the Antichrist. We have no doubt 
that the movement toward such union is proceeding apace 
and that there are tendencies which show that it has 
shifted from low gear to high gear. A few questions 
might bring clarity to the discussion. Let us face the fact 
that the Christ that is spoken of by Dr. Oxnam is not 
the same Christ that we write and speak about. We do 
not believe that his Christ is the Christ of the Bible. 


Would he and many of his associates accept that Christ 
was none other than the Lord Jesus Christ, who eternally 
existed as the second person of the Godhead, the Lord 
Jehovah of Hosts, and that He came into this world 
without a human father, supernaturally conceived by the 
Holy Spirit? We must not forget that Dr. Oxnam has 
elsewhere said that the God of the Old Testament is a big 
bully. But to us, the God of the Old Testament is the 
Lord Jesus Christ in all His manifestations. Second 
question: Would Dr. Ox-° 
nam and his associates ac- 





World Council of Churches. 
In his introduction to this 
book, Dr. Oxnam states, “I 
have sought to set forth 
some principles that I be- 
lieve are requisite to union. 
I believe the reunion of 
American Protestantism a 
far easier task than is gen- 
erally thought.” 


I am afraid that these 
words are true, and that this 
union is proceeding at a 
much more rapid pace than 
many realize, and that it is 
a Satanic movement. But I 
am rejoicing in it all from 
one point of view, for per- 
haps it is the fulfillment of 
the prophecy made by our 
Lord Jesus Christ Himself 
that the angels would gather 
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WHERE THE APOSTLES 
ARE LEADING THE CHURCH 


“A LARGE PART OF THE EDUCATIONAL 
TODAY WITHIN THE CHRISTIAN 
FOLD IS TO GUIDE PEOPLE IN SUCH A 
WAY THAT THEY NO LONGER FEEL IT 
NECESSARY TO SEARCH THE CHRISTIAN 
SCRIPTURES "TO BE MADE ASSURED OF 
THE THINGS WHICH WE ALREADY BE- 


FLOYD R. ROSS, 


Methodist Minister and Professor 
of World Religions in the Univer- 
sity of Southern California 


cept that the Lord Jesus 
was put to death by God the 
Father as a divine satisfac- 
tion for sin, the love of God 
suffering at the hand of the 
justice of God in order to 
pay the penalty for sin, that 
men might be saved through 
virtue of this payment? We 
must not forget that Dr, 
Oxnam has answered this 
question elsewhere denying 
salvation by the blood of the 
cross. Would Dr. Oxnam 
and his associates accept the 
fact that on the third day 
the Lord God raised up the 
body of Jesus from the 
dead, and that He came 
forth from the grave in the 
same body which had been 


(Continued on Page 32) 
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He Being Dead Yet Speaketh \ 
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The following sermon by John Wesley was preached by him in St. Mary's, Church of England, at Oxford, 
before the University on June 18, 1738. More than 200 years have passed and Wesley, as God said 


“By grace are ye saved, through faith” (Eph. 2:8) | 


All the blessings which God hath 
bestowed upon man are of His grace, 
bounty, or favor; His free, undeserved 
favor; favor altogether undeserved; 
man having no claim to the least of 
His mercies. It was free grace that 
“formed man of the dust of the ground, 
and breathed into Him a living soul,” 
and stamped on that soul the image of 
God, and “put all things under his 
feet.” The same free grace continues 
to us, at this day, life and breath and 
all things. There is nothing we are, or 
have, or do, which can deserve the least 
thing at God's hand. “All our works, 
Thou, O God! has wrought in us.” 
These, therefore, are so many more in- 
stances of free mercy: and, whatever 
righteousness may be found in man, 
this is also the gift of God. 

Wherewithal, then, shall a sinful 
man atone for even the least of his 
sins? With his work works? No. 
They are all unholy and sinful in them- 
selves. Only corrupt fruit grows on a 
corrupt tree. And his heart is alto- 
gether corrupt and abominable, being 
“short of the glory of God,” the glori- 
ous righteousness at first impressed on 
his soul, after the image of his great 
Creator. Therefore, having nothing 
neither righteousness nor works to 

lead, his mouth is utterly stopped 
fore God. 

If, then, sinful men find favor with 
God, it is “grace upon Grace.” If God 
vouchsafe still to pour fresh blessings 
upon us, yea, the greatest of all bless- 
ings, salvation; what can we say to 
these things but “Thanks be unto God 
for His unspeakable gift!” “God com- 
mandeth His love toward us, in that 
while we were yet sinners, Christ died” 
to save us. “By grace, then, are ye 
saved, through faith.” Grace is the 
source, faith the condition, of salva- 
tion. 
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Now, that we fall not short of the 
grace of God, it concerns us carefully 
to inquire: 


1. What faith it is through which 


we are saved. 


2. What is the salvation which is 
through faith? 


3. How we may answer some objec- 
tions. 


First, the faith through which we 
are saved is not merely’ the belief in 
His power and Godhead, which ‘is re- 
quired even of the heathen. A Greek 
or Roman, yea, a Scythian or Indian, 
was without excuse if he did not be- 
lieve in so much as the being and attri- 
butes of God, a future state of reward 
and punishment, and the obligatory na- 
ture of moral virtue. This is barely the 
faith of a heathen. 

Secondly, saving faith is not the 
faith of the Devil, though he goes much 
further than the heathen. The Devil 
believes not only that there is a wise 
and powerful God, gracious to reward, 
and just to punish; but also that Jesus 
is the Son of God, the Christ, the 
Saviour of the world. We find him 
declaring in express terms “I know 
Thee, who Thou art; the Hoiy One of 
God.” Nor can we doubt but that 
unhappy spirit believes all those words 
which came out of the- mouth of the 
Holy One; yea, and whatsoever else 
was written by those holy men of old, 
of two of whom he was compelled to 
give that glorious testimony, “These 
men are the servants of the Most High 
God who show unto us the way of 
salvation” (Acts 16:17). So much, 
then the great enemy of God and man 
believes, and trembles in believing, that 
God was made manifest in the flesh; 
that He will “tread all enemies under 
His feet”; and that “all Scripture was 


of Abel, “being dead yet speaketh." May God speak to our hearts through this great word. 


given by inspiration of God.” Thus far 
goes the faith of the Devil. a 

Further, the faith through which we 
are saved, in that sense of the word 
which will be explained, is not merely 
that which the apostles themselves had 
while Christ was yet upon earth; 
though they so believed on Him as to 
“leave all and follow Him”; though 
they had then power to work miracles, 
to “heal all manner of sickness, ‘and all 
manner of disease”; and though they 
had: “power and authority over de- 
mons” and, which is beyond all this, 
were sent by their Master to “preach 
the kingdom of God.” 

What faith is it then through which 
we are saved? First, in -general, it is 
a faith in Christ; Christ, and God 
through Christ, are the proper objects 
of it. Herein, therefore, it is sufh- 
ciently, absolutely distinguished from 
the faith either of ancient or modern 
heathens. And from the faith of a 
demon, it is fully distinguished by this, 
it is not a speculative, rational thing, 
a cold, lifeless assent, a train of ideas 
in the head; but also a disposition of 
the heart. Thus saith the Scripture, 
“With the heart man believeth unto 
righteousness.” And “If thou’ shalt 
confess.with thy mouth the Lord Jesus 
and shalt believe with thy heart that 
God hath raised Him from the dead, 
thou shalt be saved.” 

And herein does it differ from the 
faith that the apostles themselves had 
while our Lord was on earth, that it 
acknowledges the necessity and merit 
of His death, and the power of His res- 
urrection. It acknowledges His death 
as the only sufficient means of redeem- 
ing man from death eternal, and His 
resurrection as the restoration of all 
who believe to life and immortality; 
inasmuch as He “was delivered for our 
sins, and rose again for our justifica- 
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tion.” Christian faith is, then, not only 
an assent to the whole Gospel of 


_ Christ, but also a full reliance on the 


blood of Christ; a trust in the merits of 
His life, death, and resurrection; a 
leaning upon Him as our atonement 


and our life, as given for us, and living — 


in us. It is a sure confidence which a 
man has in God that through the merits 
of Christ his sins are forgiven, and he 
reconciled to the favor of God; and, in 
consequence of this, an acceptance of 
Him, as our “wisdom, righteousness, 
sanctification, and redemption,” or, in 
one word, our salvation. 

Now, let us consider what this sal- 
vation is which is through such faith. 
It is first of all a present salvation. It 
is something attainable, yea} actually 
attained on earth by those who are 
partakers of this faith. Paul wrote to 


- the believers in Ephesus, and in them 


to the believers of all ages, not ye shall 
be (though that also is true), but “ye 
are saved through faith.” 

We are saved, in a word, from sin. 
This is the salvation which is through 
faith. This is that great salvation fore- 
told by the angel, before God brought 
His First-begotten into the world: 
“Thou shall call His name Jesus, for He 
shall save His people from their sins.” 
And neither here, nor in other parts of 
Holy Scripture, is there any limitation 
or restriction. All His people, or as it 
is elsewhere expressed, “all that believe 
in Him,” He will save from all their 
sins; from original and personal, past 
and present sin. Through faith that is 
in Him, they are saved from the guilt 
and from the power of it. 

They are saved from the guilt of all 
past sin: for, whereas all the world is 
guilty before God so that should He 
“be extreme to mark what is done 
amiss, there is none that could abide 
it”; and by the law is only “the knowl- 
edge of sin,” but no deliverance from 
it, yet now “the righteousness of God, 
which is by faith of Jesus Christ, is 
manifested unto all that believe.” Now, 
“they are justified freely by His grace, 
through the redemption which is in 
Jesus Christ.” “Him God hath set 
forth to be a propitiation, through faith 
in His blood; to declare His righteous- 
ness by the remission of the sins that 
are past.” Christ has taken away “the 
course of the law, being made a curse 
for us.” He hath “blotted out the 
handwriting that was against us, tak- 
ing it out of the way, nailing it to His 
cross.” There is, ore, no con- 
demnation now, to them which “be- 
lieve in Christ Jesus.” 

And, being saved from guilt, His 
people are saved from fear. Not in- 
deed from a filial fear of. offending, 
but from the fear that hath torment; 
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from fear of punishment; from fear of 
the wrath of God, whom they now no 
longer regard as a severe Master, but 
as an indulgent Father. “They have 
not received again the spirit of bond- 
age, but the spirit of adoption, whereby 
they cry Abba, Father, the Spirit Him- 
self also bearing witness with their spir- 
its, that they are the children of God.” 
They are also saved from the fear of 
falling away from the grace of God, 
and coming short of the great and pre- 
cious promises: they are “sealed with 
the Holy Spirit of promise which is the 
earnest of their inheritance” (Eph. 
1:13). Thus they have “peace with God 
through our Lord Jesus Christ. They 
rejoice in hope of the glory of God. 
And the love of God is shed abroad in 
their hearts, through the Holy Spirit 
which is given unto them.” And here- 
by they are persuaded that “neither 
death, nor life, nor things present, nor 
things to come, nor height, nor depth, 
nor any Other creature, shall be able 
to separate them from the love of God, 
which is in Christ Jesus Our Lord.” 


Through this faith they are saved 
from the power of sin, as well as from 
the guilt of it. The apostle declares 
“Ye know that He was manifested to 
take away our sins, and in Him is no 
sin. Whosoever abideth in Him, sinneth 
not” (1 John 3:5). Again, “Little chil- 
dren, let no man deceive you. He that 
committeth sin is of the Devil. Whoso- 
ever believeth is born of God. And 
whosoever is born of God doth not 
commit sin, for his seed remaineth in 
him: and he cannot sin, because he is 
born of God.” Once more, “We know 
that whosoever is born of God sinneth 
not: but he that is begotten of God 
keepeth himself, and that wicked one 
toucheth him not™ (1 John 5:18). 


He that is, by faith, born of God 
sinneth not by any habitual sin; for all 
habitual sin is sin reigning, but sin can- 
not reign in any that believeth. Nor 
can be sin by any wilful sin, for his 
will, while he abideth in the faith, is 
utterly set against all sin. Thus, “He 
that is born of God doth not commit 
sin.” And though he cannot say, he 
hath not sinned, yet now “he sinneth 
not.” 

This, then, is the salvation which is 
through faith, even in the present 
world: a salvation from sin, and the 
consequences of sin, both often ex- 
pressed in the word justification; which, 
taken in the largest sense, implies a de- 
liverance from guilt and punishment by 
the atonement of Christ actually ap- 
plied to the soul of the sinner now 
believing on Him, and a deliverance 
from the whole body of sin, through 
Christ formed in the heart. He who is 
thus justified, or saved by faith, is in- 





deed born again. He is born of the 
Spirit unto a new life “which is hid 
with Christ in God.” “He is a new 
creature: old things are passed away: | 
all things in’ Him are become new.” 
And as a newborn babe, he gladly re-. 


‘ceives the “sincere milk of the Word, 


and grows thereby”; going on in the 
might of the Lord his God, from faith 
to faith, from grace to grace, until at 
length he comes unto “a perfect man, , 
unto the measure of the stature of the 
fulness of Christ.” 


It is often objected that to preach 
salvation, or justification, by faith only, 
is to preach against holiness and good 
works. To this a short answer might be 
given. It would be so if we spake, as 
some do, of a faith which was sepa- 
rate from these: but we speak of a 
faith which is not so, but which is nec- 
essarily productive of all good works 
and all holiness. But it may be of use 
to consider this subject of faith and 
works more fully, especially since it is 
no new objection, but as old as St. 
Paul's time: for even then it was asked, . 
“Do we not make void the law through 
faith?” We answer, all who preach 
not faith do manifestly make void the 
law either directly by limitations and 
comments that eat out all the spirit of 
the text; or indirectly, by not pointing 
out the only means whereby it is possi- 
ble to perform it. On the other hand, 
we “establish the law,” both by show- 
ing its full extent and spiritual mean- 
ing; and by calling all to that living 
way, whereby “the righteousness of the 
law may be fulfilled in them.” 

These, while they trust in the blood 
of Christ alone, use all the ordinances 
which He hath appointed, do all the 
“good works which He hath before pre- 
pared that they should walk therein,” 
and enjoy and manifest all holy and 
heavenly graces, even the same mind 
which was in Christ Jesus. 

But does not preaching this faith 
lead men into pride? Accidentally it 
may: therefore ought every believer to 


By 
what law? Of works? Nay, but by 
the law of faith. If a man were justi- 
fied by his works, he would have 
whereof to glory.” But there is no 
glorying for him “that worketh not, but 
believeth on Him that justifieth the 
ungodly” (Rom. 3:27; 4:5). “God, 
who is rich in mercy, even when 
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PRAYER FOR OUR NATION 


We need to pray for our country 
as never before. We are at war, even 
though that war has not been officially 
declared by Congress. The war began 
in 1914 and has had two periods of 
calm between periods of conflict. The 
historian of the future might even call 
these wars the Second Hundred Years 
War! 


But how shall we pray for our coun- 
try? The question was brought to me 
most directly by a letter from my good 
friend, George T. B. Davis, who has 
done such remarkable work for the 
Lord throughout his lifetime. His Mil- 
lion Testaments for China, Million 
Testaments for Latin America, Million 
Testaments for the Jews, have been but 
a few of his great works for God, car- 
ried on in remarkable humility and 
with signal blessing from God. 


Now Mr. Davis has started a Prayer 
Crusade for the Hour of Crisis, calling 
people to pray for our nation. Copies 
of the Crusade Card can be obtained by 
writing Mr. Davis at Room 1302, 1505 
Race St., Philadelphia, Pa. I can recom- 
mend Mr. Davis and his work most 
heartily. 


But there is one word—just one 
word—that makes me hesitate. Mr. 
Davis asks us to pray for victory. I 
wrote him: “I can earnestly join you 
in your first and second paragraphs, 
but I am unable to pray for victory as 
you ask in paragraph three. I feel un- 
der the pressing and crushing burden 
to pray that the Lord will deal with 
our Nation even if it be with defeat; 
and increasingly as I pray I find that I 
am led in that direction. If the Holy 
Spirit gave a burden for victory, then 
there would have to be victory, because 
there cannot be a burden of prayer 
given by the Holy Spirit without the 
certainty of answer. In other words, 
God never gives a burden that He does 
not fulfill.” 


I then suggested the change of a 
word or two that would make the 
prayer request read as follows: 
“Bless the men and women who are 
heroically defending the cause of free- 
dom. Save great multitudes, strengthen 
the Christians, and make many of them 
soul-winners. Deal with our Nation as 
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Thou dost see our need even if it is 
necessary to bring us sharp defeat, to 
cause us to look away from our ma- 
terialism unto Thee. Give victory if 
it is for our best spiritual interest, but 
send whatever Thou dost see to be for 
our greatest good.” 


Join with many believers in saying: 
“With God's help I will pray daily for 
repentance, for revival, for our coun- 
try, and for His blessing whether in 
victory or in defeat.” 


STRANGER THAN FICTION 


Thousands of letters come to our of- 
fice in connection with our radio work. 
One day the young woman who han- 
dies the correspondence came to me 
with a strange story. A man in New 
York City had written concerning a 
spiritual problem involving separation 
from his wife. At about the same time 
a letter came from a woman with the 
same name and a different address. 
This might have been nothing more 
than coincidence. 


Mrs. Blank became a Radio Partner, 
resuming her maiden name. . The alert 
secretary caught this and brought it 
to me again. I wrote to both the man 
and the woman and asked if they were 
man and wife. They were. And they 
both came to my Bible class in New 
York City. Then both sent in changes 
of address to the same apartment house. 
Finally, there came a letter from the 
woman asking us to change her name 


on the mailing list back to Mrs. Blank. 


I wrote them again and asked for 
details. The story was too good to 
miss. And now I have a happy letter 
which includes the following. “We had 
been separated from August, 1949... . 
Both of us having been born again as 
a direct result of the Holy Spirit work- 
ing through you, your radio broadcasts, 
your Bible class, and your books, we 
fully trusted the Lord in the matter of 
our incompatibility... . We were still 
separated, and because of putting self 
first in our marriage we were even more 
incompatible than ever, and leaned to- 
ward the belief that it was possible that 
the separation was His will. We defi- 
nitely agreed not to see each other at 
all and removed from our minds the 
thought of reconciliation. . . .” Then 
they came to church and went out to 


dinner with each other. “The conver- 
sation included getting acquainted with 
each other in that we had been born 
again, what marriage should be in the 
Lord, etc.,' and as the conversation 
went on we found that we had no more 
differences, all obstacles were gone, that 


‘ we were happy in the Lord, and that 


it followed then that with the new life 
in us we could begin to be married. 
What is so amazing to us is the fact 
that we each started that day with com- 
plete antipathy toward each other. We 
knew that nothing in us could bring 
about so complete a change and such a 
wonderful miracle. At the same time 
we found a new apartment in a new 
location, and we have been together 
now in our new life since April 1, 
1950. We are so thankful and happy 
in the Lord. 


“During vacation time in August, 


1950, we went to Philadelphia on a 
Sunday morning to see your church. 
... We were wonderfully blessed. . . . 
We continually grow and, equally im- 
portant, we know what we believe so 
well that we can intelligently speak on 
the subject and pass along the teaching. 
We can never tire of the subject. . . .” 


So the Holy Spirit, through the 
radio, reached down into two apart- 
ments in a city of eight million souls, 
and picked out an estranged husband 
and wife, saved them, and brought 
them together in a united home and a 
faithful witness. If this had been writ- 
ten as fiction, it would-be incredible. 
But it really happened, and we praise 
God for it. 


—, 


Fray GRAHAM 


If once, I have been asked a hundred 
times in recent months what I thought 
of Billy Graham and his work. At 
first I replied that I had not heard 
him, but it wasn’t long before some- 
thing happened that made me say, in 
all cases, “He is God's man, and God 
is going to do even greater things 
through him—of that you can be 
positively certain.” What was it that 
happened? It was two conversations 
with friends that duplicated my own 
experience about Billy Graham. 


When the first of the campaigns 
secured national publicity—-the Los 
Angeles campaign — I was afraid, with 
that sinking fear that comes when the 
honor of the Lord is involved, that the 
whole thing had started too close to 
Hollywood, and that it was going to 
be another flash frenzy of stunts. There 
came within me an almost agonizing 
cuescececnersaians it might not be 
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so, and that the Holy Spirit might 
guard Billy Graham and the work, and 
that it might be deeply blessed of God. 
Somé days later I met a friend and we 
talked of Billy and I told him of that 
pit-of-the-gtomach prayer agony in the 
matter. He replied, almost instantly, 

“I know just what you mean —I had 
precisely the same experience.” I did 
not catch the import of his remark 
at the moment, but a few days later 
still another friend began by saying, 
“I have had almost a physical moving 
to pray for Billy Graham.” I told of 


my experience and recounted what the _ 


first friend had said. I then continued, 
“I believe that we have here a true 
example of the meaning of the state- 
ment, 
earth as touching any thing that they 
shall ask, it shall be done’” (Mt. 18: 
19). 


I then started a test. The following 
will serve as an example. I passed 
through Chattanooga and had lunch 
with a group of friends. At the table 
I was asked what I thought of Billy 
Graham. I countered by asking my 
hostess if she had been definitely led 
to pray for him. The answer was in 
the affirmative. I went around the 
table asking the same question. The 
-_ answer was always in the affirmative. 

Had anyone asked them to pray for 
him? No. Had they received any pub- 
licity request for such prayer? No. 
I then pointed out that the burden was 
from the Holy Spirit. I have tested 
this with well over 200 people. In 
ninety per cent of the cases there is 
clear evidence that true believers, upon 
reading of the blessing in other places, 
have suddenly been led to pray for 
God’s blessing on Billy Graham. Many 
cases have paralleled my own — there 
was almost something physical in the 
impulsion to pray. In many cases the 
nature of the prayers were also specific: 
that the work might be deep and 
Biblical; that it might be free from 
sensationalism; that it might be pro- 
tected from the wrong publicity; that 
it might be followed up with definite 
teaching. That Billy might be pro 
tected from false friends who might 
prove to be mere hangers-on. The im- 
portant point, however, is that the urge 
to prayer is so wide-spread and among 
such a wide variety of Christians. My 
test has included ministers and laymen 
of various denominations; and it has 
included both seminary men and Bible 
Institute men, laymen of high culture, 


and laymen of very simple backgrounds. 


It is all of this that is giving to me 
an attitude of expectation and eager 
watchfulness, that God might do a 
really great thing. 
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MEMPHIS STORY 
This is the subtitle of the book 


Skid-Row Stopgap, by Mel Larson 


(Eternity Book Service, $1.50), which 
is the thrilling story of the Lord’s 
working through Jimmy Stroud and 
the new Memphis Union Mission 
which, within five years, has come to 
be one of the foremost rescue missions 
in America, and which may well serve 
as a pattern for similar works in other 
Cities, 


But I have a Memphis story that 
has blessed me, and may be a blessing 
to others. Jimmy Stroud asked me to 
come to Memphis next autumn for a 
Bible Conference, and I told him I 
would if he would place a week for 
me in January when I was en route 
for California. His Pastor, Dr. Robert 
G.. Lee, President of the Southern 
Baptist Convention, invited me for a 
week that has now closed, and in which 


“many thousands* of people heard the 


Word of God during six aisle-packed 
days. 


In Memphis, there are some laymen 
that have been back of Jimmy Stroud, 
notably T. Walker Lewis and Horace 
Hull. On my last day in Memphis I 
had to see Mr. Hull and called him on 





PERMISSION TO REPRINT 


We frequently receive requests 
te reprint articles or portions of 
articles which have appeared in 
Eternity. We must still hold to 
the rule that written permission 
must be obtained for any lengthy 
quotation in order to protect the 
material from those who might 
wish to present it in a distorted 
form.: We are always delighted, 
however, to have paragraphs 
quoted in church calendars and 
similar. publications. The formula 
to be used by all who thus use it 
should be to publish the paragraph 
desired followed by the name of 
the writer, and then “from Errr- 
NiTY magazine.” All of the un- 
signed material in the magazine is 
by the Editor, and if any of it is 
quoted, it should be followed by 
“Donald Grey Barnhouse, in Erer- 


NITY magazine.” 











Men say they do not know; God says they do not believe 


the phone. He said, “Jimmy and 
Walker Lewis are here now, so I'll see 
you when I’m through with them.” 
His office was across the street and I 
went over. The street was humming ' 
with traffic; a Saturday noon crowd 
filled the sidewalks; Mr. Hull’s outer 
office was filled with people lined up 
at teller’s- windows to pay accounts; 
and I walked on through to the pri- 
vate office. I saw the three men through 
the open door and sang dut, “Hello, 
Gentlemen!” Jimmy Stroud’s hand 
waved me down and I realized that 
they were praying. I quietly joined 
them, very conscious of the world of 
difference between the humming ac- 
tivity of the outside and the quiet of 
that room. When each of the three 
had prayed they asked me to close, and 
I, too, prayed. They were there be- 
cause they were the co-chairmen of the 
Billy Graham Committee, and planning 
for the great meeting in the State Fair 
grounds this coming May. After 
prayer we went out to lunch, the four 
of us, and talked of the things of the 
Lord for two hours: There was depth 
of joy and an attitude for expectant 
waiting upon God. The key word for 
Memphis at the present time seems to 
me to be expectancy. 


After lunch I went back to Bellevue 
Baptist Church to meet Dr. Lee who 
had flown in a little while before from 
Atlanta. We walked beneath the 
girders of the great new church build- 
ing — the present one holds only about 
3,000 and is giving way to a much 
larger auditorium— and then went 
back into his study where we fellow- 
shipped in the things of the Lord for 
some time. (I can tell our readers that 
we are going to have a series of studies 
from Dr. Lee in these pages.) As I 
rose to go Dr. Lee took me by the arm 
and said, “Oh, let us pray before you 
go,” and we did. Once more there 
was in my heart the impression of the 
hush of God. and an attitude of 
expectation. 


I am writing this because I want all 
our readers to pray for Memphis in 
these coming weeks. We speak of a 


to me that what I saw of the hungry, 
expectant thousands in the Bible Con- 
ference there, and the humble, eager 











By RALPH L. KEIPER 


FILLED WITH THE 
FULLNESS UF GUU 


“Now unto Him that is able to do ex- 
ceeding abundantly above all that we 
ask or think, according to the power 
that worketh in us, unto Him be glory 
in the Church by Christ Jesus thraugh- 
without end. Amen.” 


out all ages, w 
(Eph. 3:20, 21) 


We come now, in our study of the 
Ephesian letter, to Paul’s second 
prayer as found in chapter three. In 
his first prayer, the apostle prayed 
that we might know the greatness of 
our calling. Here, he prays that we 

ight be equipped to -“ it out. 
Following his first prayer, Paul pro- 
ceeded to unfold the nature of our 
calling. Following this ‘prayer, in suc- 
ceeding studies, we shall discover that 
the apostle unfolds for us how we are 
to exercise our calling in the world 
of the great uncalled. 

As we look at the prayer before us 
(3:14-21), we see that it is addressed 
to God, the Father, to whom Paul 
bows in reverence, acknowledging 
that all things are of Him (14, 15). 
Then there is the three-fold petition : 
that the believer may be strengthened 
in the inner man, that Christ may 





ville Heights Baptist Church, Jersey City, 
N. J., is now Professor of Greek at the Bible 
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dwell in the believer’s heart, and that 
he may come to know the fullness of 
God in love (16-19). Paul, fittingly 
closes his prayer with a paeon of 
praise, to the God ofall provision, 
whose glory is to be in Christ, in the 
Church, which glory is to bé until the 
last generation of eternity (20, 21). 

Paul begins by saying, “For this 
cause... As in verse one, so here, 
the Greek term used is charin, liter- 
ally, “for this grace.” What was this 
grace, this cause? “That the Gentiles 
should be fellowheirs, and of the same 
body, and partakers of His promise 
in Christ by the Gospel” (3:6). Now 
that we are redeemed, now that prom- 
ises have been given to us, now that 
we are of the same body, Paul is 
about to pray that we may have the 
experience which such a position calls 
forth. 

We behold the humble piety of the 
great apostle in the expression, “I 
bow my knees to the Father, out of 
whom every family in the Heavens 
and earth is named” (vs. 14, 15). 





Paul was ever mindful that every- 
thing he had as-a natural man, and 
especially since he had become a 
supernatural man in Christ, came 
from God. Doubtless the admonition 
of David was in his mind: “O come, 
let us worship and bow down: let us 
kneel before the Lord our maker” 
(Psa. 95 :6). This is apt, for Paul goes 
on to say : “Out of whom all families in 
Heaven and earth are named.” “Fam- 
ilies” comes from the Greek patria, 
and the Latin paternitas, which have 
a common origin. We are all God’s 
by creationship. “In Him we live, 
and move, and have our being,” said 
Paul to the Athenians on Mars’ Hill 
(Acts 17:28). 

But Paul does not pray to God, as 
the Creator; he is praying to God.as 
the Father, in the sense of relation- 
ship. Though the Greek text does not 
have the phrase, the Authorized Ver- 
sion follows the Latin in supplyi 
“Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.” 
And as the rest of the prayer indi- 
cates, Paul was praying to asa 
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son, not as a creature. One of the 
first privileges given by the risen 
Christ was that of sonship. To Mary 
He said, “but go to my brethren and 
say unto them, I ascend unto My 
Father and your Father, and unto My 
God, and your God.” (John 20:17). 
The preposition “to” in the Greek is 
pros, literally “I pray toward, or fac- 
ing.” What a privilege! No longer 
does the apostle fear . No longer 
is Paul in danger of God’s wrath. But 
in the perfect security of Christ, he 
can face the Father, perfect love hav- 
ing cast out fear. 


What is the significance of the term 
“are named”? Literally, “to come in 
the name of another.” Every Jewish 
reader would know the import of that 
expression. Their prophetic hope 
rested in the name of Jehovah. Jere- 
miah of old had said of Israel yet 
to be: “In those days shall Judah 
be saved, and Jerusalem shall dwell 
safely: and this is the name where- 


- with she shall be called, Jehovah our 


Righteousness” (33:16). But the re- 


deemed approach God in the name of 


Christ, of whom it is written: “In 
whom we have access and boldness 
with confidence by the faith of Him” 
(Eph. 3:12). Some time ago, I had 
the privilege of hearing the NBC 
Symphony Orchestra in Studio 8-H, 
at Radio City, New York. Many 
were waiting in line for the studio 
doors to open in order to enter the 
hall for the great concert. I was with 
a friend who held an executive posi- 
tion in Radio City, and by his author- 
ity, I skirted the line, ascended the 
stairs, entered the studio, and was 
given the best seat in the house from 
which to hear one of the world’s great 
orchestras. The privilege was secured 
in the name of another. And here is 
Paul, not as a mere redeemed one, 
not as an apostle, not as a teacher, 
but in the Name which is above 
every name, ushered to the very 
throne of grace that before the Father, 
in the Person of his blessed Lord, 


he may pray for us. And this, too, is 


our privilege, our praying for one 
another. 


In the petitions of the apostle it is 
interesting to note that each of the 
three involves a Person of the God- 
head: we are to be strengthened by 
the Spirit, Christ is to dwell in our 
hearts, we are to know in experience 
the fullness of God. Paul prays: 
“That He would = you, according 
to the riches o glory, to be 
strengthened with might by His Spirit 


ance; the Latin word is virtute, from 
which we have our English word 
“virtue.” “‘Strengthened” comes from 
the verb “to make complete, to make 
perfect”; St. Jerome uses the term 
conrobari, which means “to invigor- 
ate, to strengthen,” literally, “to make 
robust.” Thus Paul is asking God “to 
make the believers perfect and com- 
plete, with Thy invigorating robust- 
ness.” The Greek term for “strength” 
has as its root idea that of Bn 
dominion,” as though to say, 

they be invigorated by Thy saliiage> 
ness in order that they may rule every 
situation; in other words, live lives 
of victory, not of defeat.” 


Now how are we to be strength- 
ened? “Through His Spirit,” says 
Paul. It is the Holy Spirit who is 
to make us holy and strong. This is 
His mission. Our blessed Lord prom- 
ised that He would “pray the Father, 
and He shall give you another Com- 
forter, that He may abide with you 
forever” (John 14:16). The “Com- 
forter” is from the Greek word 
parakleton, which St. Jerome carries 
directly into the Latin, which means 
one whom you call to your side for 
aid. And this is the work of the 
Spirit : to guide us into truth concern- 
ing our Lord (John 15:26), and to 
teach us all things concerning our 
Saviour (John 14:26). It is He who 
will give us the ability to resist sin. 
It is He who will enable us to have 
victory where in former times defeat 
was our lot. But where is the sphere 
of this strength to be? “In the man 
within.” 


What is the inner man? It is the 
realm of our new spiritual nature 
received at the new birth. For now 
we are men who live in three dimen- 
sions, the world of the senses, the 
world of the mind, and the world of. 
the Spirit. By and large, the natural 
man lives a life of two dimensions, 
that of the senses and of the mind. 
A person who is blind or deaf lives 
in a mental realm, but the realm of 
his senses is marred by his physical 
ar In a hospital for the men- 

ill, there are those who live in a 
alist toned ancl et Sabet 
tal world is marred by illness. The 
perfect natural man is complete in so 
far as he is able to live fully the life 
of the senses in harmony with the life 
of his mind. 


But we believers live a life of three 
dimensions. Something new has been 
added since our new birth. We have 


. commandments” 


physically and mentally, so we must 
grow spiritually. It is the work of 
the Holy Spirit to teach us how to 
grow spiritually. It is “the invigora- 
tion of His robustness” which sup- 
plies the ability to overcome our ' 
weakness. The fruits of this new life 
enable us to live as heavenly none 
among people of earth. 


This brings us to the second peti- 
tion: “That Christ may dwell in your 
hearts by faith” (v. 17). Now the 
purpose of our spiritual strengthening 
is that Christ may dwell in our hearts. 
The word for “dwell” is the Greek 
word “to settle down, to make one’s 
home in.” St. Jerome uses the verb 
habitari, “to inhabit, live in.” God 
would have His Son dwell in our 
hearts. Do you know, believer, that 
your heart is to be a home for the 

ord Jesus? It is. What kind of a 
home is your heart? A slum? A tene- 
ment? Is it really a home? The work 
of the Spirit is to make ready a heart- 
home for our Lord. 

Is this a mystical experience only? 
No, indeed; it is quite practical. 
Christ is to make His home in our 
hearts through faith. The Greek has 
“the” faith: that is, that body of truth 
which brought us to Christ, and that 
body of truth which will cause us to 
grow in Christ. This is the objective 
standard which will keep us from be- 
ing misled by our feelings, or visions, 
or any other hallucinations which we 
might attribute to the Spirit of God. 
This truth was given us by the Lord 
Himself. “If ye love Me, keep My 
was His constant 
plea. Indeed, this thought is empha- 
sized by the following clauses, “in 
love being rooted, having taken root, 
and being firmly established, having 
been grounded” (v. 17). The expres- 
sions “being rooted,” and “being es- 
tablished,” are perfect participles in 
the Greek. The significance of this 
part of speech is to speak of a past 
action with present result. Thus, we 
are rooted because our roots have 
held. We are established because we 
have been firmly grounded. What is 
the sphere of our rooting? What is 
the sphere of our grounding? It is 
not in doctrine alone but in the love 
of Christ who gave Himself for us. 
In the measure that we are grounded 
and rooted in His love in that meas- 
ure will we serve Him out of grati- 
tude for what He has done for us. 
In that méasure will we make our 
hearts His home. Thus will the prayer 
of the apostle be answered. 


in the inner man” (v. 16). The word the dimension of the Spitit, which How fitting that, after studying the 
for “might” is the Greek word duna- enables us to know God and to live Petitions of our apostle, and having 
mis, that which breaks down resist- by faith in Him. As we had to grow (Continued om page 35) 
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Purgatory or Glory 


THIs Is THE FOURTH IN THE SERIES BY THE EDITOR ON TEXTS THAT HAVE 

BEEN TWISTED. THE APOSTLE PETER TELLS US THAT THE SCRIPTURES CAN’ 

NOT BE BROKEN, BUT THIS SERIES IS PRESENTED SO THAT CHRISTIAN PEOPLE 

MAY CLEARLY SEE HOW THE ROMAN CaTHOLIC CHURCH HAS TWISTED CER’ 

TAIN TRUTHS TO SUIT THEIR PURPOSE. THE FIRST ARTICLE IN THE SERIES 
WAS PRESENTED IN OUR JANUARY ISSUE. 


By DONALD GREY BARNHOUSE 


One of the most important doc- 
trines of the Roman Catholic Church 
against which our Protestant fore- 
fathers protested at the time of the 
Reformation was the Roman Catholic 
doctrine of purgatory. As Protes- 
tants, today, we should know what 
the Roman church teaches, how they 
distort the Scriptures to their own 
damnation ; and, above all, we should 
know the Biblical truth which has to 
do with the doctrine of life after 
death. 


Unforgiven Sin 


The Roman church teaches that 
purgatory is a state where those who 
die guilty of venial sin suffer for a 
time the punishment due for their sin. 
This doctrine is supposedly supported 
by the saying of our Lord, “Come to 
terms with thine opponent quickly 
while thou art with him in the way, 
lest thy opponent deliver thee to the 
judge and the judge to the officer and 
thou be cast into prison. Amen, I say 
to thee, that thou will not come out 
from it until thou hast paid the last 
penny” (Mt. 5:25, 26). It can be 
seen at once that this passage has 
nothing to do with teaching the doc- 
trine of life after death. If it had, 
then it would make God our adver- 
sary instead of One who has loved 
us. Again, the Church would support 
its doctrine by appealing to Matthew 


18 Christ came to earth that we might go to Heaven 


12:32, where we read: “Whosoever 
speaks a word against the Son of Man 
it shall be forgiven, but whosoever 
shall speak against the Holy Spirit it 
shall not be forgiven him, neither in 
this world or in the world to come.” 
According to this text, say the Ro- 


.manists, there is a place. where men 


must suffer for unforgiven sin. 


The Bible does speak of unpardon- 
able sin. Briefly, it is not acts of sin 
which are unpardonable but the sin 
against the Holy Spirit. The nature 
of this sin is to deny the work of the 
Spirit whose function it is to. bring a 
soul under conviction of sin. This is 
the testimony of the entire Bible. But 
the Catholic view is entirely differ- 
ent. During the Middle Ages there 
was developed a system of sinning by 
which sins were classified as venial or 
mortal. The sins which were greatest, 
such as suicide, for example, could 
not be forgiven. Consequently, there 
had to be provided a place tor for- 
given souls. Pagan influences from 
Greek and Oriental religions sug- 
gested the doctrine of purgatory 
which was embodied in the official 
doctrine of the Church. Impetus to 
this was given by Dante in his famous 
Inferno. History well demonstrates 
that the word “purgatory” and the 
idea of purgatory did not enter the 
thought of the Church until the mid- 


dle of the seventh century. The late 
appearance of the term and of the 
idea testify to the truth that purga- 
tory was an innovation for Christian 
thought. 


An Innovation 


The word “purgatory” comes from 
the Greek term pur, which means fire, 
from which we have our English 
word “pure.” Something which has 
been “purified” has been “fire-ified,” 
made pure by fire. Gold, when re- 
fined by fire, goes through a metal- 
lurgical purgatory. Purgatory may be 
considered a refinery for sinners, a 
place where their sins can be burned 
away. Through purgatory sinners 
may have a second chance at- being 
saved. This is not an ancient doctrine. 
Yet the Catholic Church today teaches 
this doctrine. Read any current Cath- 
olic tract on the subject and you will 
find that this is the teaching. One 
may read that eye not hath seen, nor 
ear heard of the tremendous suffering 
that the word purgatory implies. Some 
theologians are of the opinion that the 
worst pain that we could possibly suf- 
fer on earth, utter moral abandon- 
ment, while the body is being tortured 
by the most diabolical cruelties, is not 
to be compared to the least of the 
purgatorial pains. One of the Roman 
saints declares that one of her visions 
informed her that all the pains of the 
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martyrs are as pleasant gardens in 
comparison with the sufferings of the 
souls in purgatory. The tremendous 
influence of this doctrine can be seen 
at once. A humble Catholic soul, 
when told by his priest that mother 
is now in purgatory, will make every 
financial effort to get her out. 


The dreadfulness of purgatory is 


further amplified by St. Cyril, who . 


maintained that he would rather ex- 
perience all the pains which have beset 
man since the time of Adam, together 
with all that will beset him unto the 
end of the world rather than — 
one day in purgatory. Since nothing 
impure can enter heaven, one must go 
to purgatory, and there, only through 
tremendous suffering can satisfy the 
temporal punishment due the offenses 
against an infinite goodness. No man 
can contemplate the facts of purga- 
tory and his own conscience and not 
tremble with anxiety. First, there is 
the fact that purgatory, regardless of 
its halo of being the ante-court of 
Heaven, is a chamber where man ex- 
piates sins against the almighty and 
infinitely good God. Second, the tor- 
ture of this purification and from the 
delay of the eternal possession of God 
may go on until the judgment. As a 
matter of fact, according to some pri- 
vate revelations, many souls are in 
purgatory until the day of judgment. 
One of the doctors of the Church says 
that there is no doubt that the pains 
of purgatory in some cases endure 
for entire centuries. 


Psychology of Fear 


This doctrine has become one of 
the most financially profitable to the 
Church of Rome. Through the psy- 
chology of fear, the Church capital- 
izes on its communicants’ dread of 
purgatory . Some time ago, while trav- 
eling in Spain, I visited a cathedral. 
After examining the various relics, I 
saw a little box with a sign asking 
contributions for masses for a pope 
of the fifteenth century, who had 
given permission to build the cathe- 
dral in which I was, but who was in 
purgatory all these years. If this be 
true of a pope, what chance has the 
Catholic neighbor on your block. No 
Protestant has the slightest idea what 
power the doctrine of purgatory holds 
over the lives of Catholics. 


Now apart from its error and fear- 
fulness, what is the implication of the 
doctrine of purgatory? Reduced to 
the simplest terms, it is that the blood 
of Jesus Christ does not cleanse from 
all sin. Often I am asked, “Can Ro- 
man Catholics be saved?” After much 
thought and study, I am of the opin- 
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ion that if Roman Catholics are saved, 
it is in spite of the things which their 
church has taught them. Let us not 
forget that Paul himself said, “If a 
man come and preach any other Gos- 
pel unto you, let him be accursed” 
(Gal. 1:6-9). Is salvation gained by 
sinners suffering in purgatory the 
Christian Gospel? Is purgatory good 
news? Or is it a denial of the blood 
of Jesus Christ which cleanses from 
all sins? 


Christ — Plus 


The Roman Catholic Church be- 
lieves that your sins are forgiven in 
four ways: one, original sin is re- 
moved by the waters of baptism; 
two, your daily sins are removed by 
the death of a piece of bread in the 
Mass ; three, your venial sins before 
God are removed by extreme unc- 
tion—the last rites of the church; 
four, what is left must be punished 
in the fires of purgatory. Thus, the 
Roman Church teaches salvation by 
water, by bread, by oil (in extreme 
unction), and by fire. Now, if sins 
_are removed by water, bread, oil, and 
fire, what is there left to be removed 
by the blood of Christ? On the other 
hand, if all our sins are removed by 
the blood of Christ, what place is 
there for this monstrous system which 
feeds and fattens on the gifts of the 
poor, deluded people who are held in 
the thralldom of an agony of fear and 
of love for their loved ones. It can 
be readily understood how a sincere 
Catholic who has just buried her 
mother whom she loved dearly, will 
do without almost anything in order 
that she may hasten her mother’s de- 
liverance from purgatory’s painful 
punishment. What kind of a heart 
must the Church have to take advan- 


tage of its people’s ignorance in such 
a satanic way? 

But what is the teaching of the 
Word of God? Before we turn to 
it, let us observe the historical devel- 
opment of this dogma within the 
Roman Church, Several years ago I 
visited the great churches of Rome. 
I was taken down in the catacombs 
where on the walls were written the 
testimonies of the martyrs. No hint 
of purgatory was to be found there. 
Instead, there was the great testimony 
first enunciated by the apostle Paul, 
“to be absent from the body is to be 
present with the Lord.” “I am in a 
strait betwixt two, to depart and to 
be with Christ which is far better, or 
to remain and be with you which is 
more needful.” I came back to the 
surface where no longer could be 
found the witness of the first century 
Christians but only this blasphemous 
doctrine of purgatory on every hand. 
How did it grow into such propor- 
tions? Not by theology, but by pop- 
ular pagan demand. When the Huns 
invaded Rome, they brought with 
them their ancestral worship. In 
course of time, when these intruders 
were “converted” to the “faith,” their 
ancestral worship was baptized along 
with the resultant purgatorial system. 
The Church discovered that this doc- 
trine would be lucrative to it. And so 
through popular demand the doctrine 
was promulgated even as was the re- 
cent dogma of Mary’s assumption. 
And so from another compromise 
with the pagan world, the Roman 
church built up this horrible system. 


Liberty in Christ 
You and I, however, have been 
delivered by the teaching of Luther 
(Continued on page 41) 





Fabre, the greatest naturalist who ever lived, began the main part of his work at sixty, was able 
to give all his time to it when he was seventy, and was discovered by fame at the age of 





Let the last Word be God's Word 


ninety. He had done all 
of he work without a 
laboratory, and had 
raised his insects in old 
flower pots and sardine 
cans. He always referred 
to his two best instru- 
ments as TIME and PA- 
TIENCE. God tells us 
that He uses these two 
things in developing 
our spiritual lives. How 
many times we are told 
to wait upon the Lord! 


patience is to have her 
perfect work (Jas. 1:4). 
And, incidentally, one is 
never too old to begin. 
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editations 
in the hook of Genesis 


April 1 
1 WILL ESTABLISH MY COVENANT (17:7) 
It should be noted that God's revelation 
of the covenant to Abraham is a matter of 
slow process. The covenant was made long 
before this moment, and if Abraham had 
been impatient he might have been inclined 
to doubt. But the promise was as good as 
the fulfillment to the father of the faithful 
and he learned the great lesson of resting 
quietly in God while God takes His time 
to do things in His own way. It is only 
when people are in the high gear of their 
own thoughts and ways that they are 
tempted to run ahead of God and do things 
in their own fashion. Then, later, they have 
to watch while their doings are undone and 
they begin with God in His own time to 
do things in His way. What He has prom- 
ised He will establish. 
LORD, GEAR US TO THY SPEED. 


April 2 
THY SEED (17:7) 

There are more here than meets the eye. 
The casual reader would think that the 
promise was made by God to Abraham and 
his children. But the Holy Spirit, the only 
true commentator of the Scriptures, explains 
in the New Testament that the Lord Jesus 
Christ was in view in this verse. We read, 
“Now to Abraham and his seed were the 
promises made; He saith not, And to seeds, 
as of many; but as of one, And to thy seed, 
which is Christ” (Gal. 3:16). How thank- 
ful we must be that God did not make a 
promise to Abraham and his family only 
We would have every reason to believe that 
their faithlessness had long since nullified 
the promises and destroyed all hope. But 
when we know that God promised Christ, 
the promise must be fulfilled. 

LORD, WE THANK THEE FOR OUR 
GUARANTOR. 


April 3 
TO BE GOD UNTO THEE (17:7) 

This is the heart of the covenant, and it 
contains all else. For if we have God we 
have all else beside. In Him we live, and 
move, and have our being (Acts 17:28). 
Power belongs to Him (Psa.'62:11), and is 
given unto us in Christ (Acts 1:8). Mercy 
belongs to Him (Psa. 62:12), and has flowed 
to us from Calvary. It is important to note 
that there were no strings attached to this 
covenant. It was a flat: I will be Thy God. 
If someone had objected that Abraham 
would soon get out of the will of God again, 
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the Lord would have answered—I will be 
Abraham's God. The covenant did not rest 
on the character or the life of Abraham but 
on the nature of the being of God. He was 
out after souls, and they were going to 
belong to Him by this covenant of mercy 
and grace. 

LORD, THOU HAST PROMISED TO BE OUR 
SOD. 


April 4 
TO THY SEED AFTER THEE (17:7) 

One of the most wonderful thoughts in 
the Word of God is that He has promised 
the believers that He will be faithful to 
them, and that He will bring their children 
also. Salvation to the Philippian jailer in- 
cluded his household (Acts 16:31). Even 
where only one parent -was saved out of 
paganism that one could claim the promises 
for the children of the marriage (1 Cor. 
7:4). John said, “I have no greater joy 
than to hear that my children walk in the 
truth” (3 John 4). This is true for a 
preacher and his spiritual children, but it is 
even more true for the saved father and 
mother. To see one’s own flesh and blood 
bowing at the feet of the Saviour passes 
every joy that earth can bring. We do not 
have to pray for the salvation of our chil- 
dren, for that isa promised fact. All we 
have to pray for is their early salvation, so 
that their lives will be saved as well as their 
souls. 


LORD, SAVE OUR CHILDREN EARLY. 


April 5 
1 WILL GIVE ...1 WILL BE... (17:8) 


The Lord promised to give the land to 
Abraham and his seed, and He promised to 
be the God of Abraham and his seed. The 
first was tangible and the second intangible. 
In later centuries the children of Israel 
turned away from the invisible God and 
thereby lost the visible land. The time shall 
come when the Lord will bring*them back 
into the land, and they shall look on Him. 
It is then that Israel shall truly possess the 
land. When that which God gives is more to 
us than the Giver, we may not have either 
the Giver or the gift. But when the Giver 
is more to us than the gift, then we. shall 
have Him first, and with Him will come all 
the gifts. “Seek ye first the kingdom of God 
and His righteousness, and all these things 
shall be added unto you™ (Mt. 6:33). Seek 
ye first these things and God and His right- 
eousness will be subtracted from you. 
LORD, MAY WE SEEK THE GIVER. 


lf you are a Christian, remember men judge your Lord by you 





; April 6 
THOU SHALT KEEP ... . THEREFORE 
(17:9) d 

Grace calls for faithfulness. There is an 
obligation that goes with the nobility of our 
calling. The old knights said Noblesse oblige, 
and forced themselves to live up to the code 
of their honor. The love of Christ must con- 
strain us to live unto Him Who died for us 
(2 Cor. 5:14). We will soon learn that 
there is no power in us to fulfill our side 
of the covenant, but we will then learn that 
God does not break the covenant because‘of 
our unfaithfulness. This will drive us back 
upon Him as never before, and grace will 
call forth new desires of faithfulness. Ulti- 
mately we will learn that it is by coming to 
Him for fresh supplies of His grace that we 
shall be able to grow in grace, and little by 
little grow in the fulfillment of that which 
God sets before us as our response to the 
covenant. 
LORD, GIVE US STRENGTH THROUGH 
GRACE. 

April 7 
CIRCUMCISED (17:10) 

This is the first usage of this word in the 
Bible, and it will appear often. The word 
as we have it, is Latin. Circum means 
“around,” and we know it in such words as 
“circumnavigate” and “circumference.” The 
other half of the word means “to cut.” The 
act as God set it before Abraham, was to be 
a mark upon the bodies of all His people, as 
a sign that they were to cut away all things 
in their life which might hinder them from 
being fruitful. A whole chapter is written 
in Romans (ch. 4) to show that salvation 
came to Abraham years before he was cir- 
cumcised, so that this rite certainly had no 
saving merit. There we read that this was 
“a seal of the righteousness of the faith 
which he had being yet circumcised (4:11). 
LORD, MORTIFY OUR FLESH. 

April & 
A TOKEN OF A COVENANT (17:11) 

God wants His people to be marked off 
from the world, and that the marking shall 
be one which shall show in their flesh. Just 
as the Passover was replaced by the Com- 
munion, so the rite of circumcision was 
replaced: by baptism, and this is definitely 
stated in the New Testament: “In Christ ye 
are circumcised with the circumcision made 
without hands, in putting off the body of 
the sins of the flesh by the circumcision of 
Christ: buried with Him in baptism, wherein 
also ye are risen with Him through the faith 
of the working of God, who raised Him 
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from the dead” (Col. 2:11, 12). Now it is 
-evident, therefore, that baptism cannot save 
any more than circumcision did, as it is 
nothing more than a token of a covenant. 


LORD, MARK US FOR THYSELF. 


April 9 
EIGHT DAYS OLD (17:12) 

Our children are our most important pos- 
session, and they must be marked from the 
Lord and for the Lord from their earliest 
days. The covenant had been made by God 
to Abraham and to his seed. This guaran- 
teed that God would fulfill the promises 
which He had made to them; but,-as we 
are taught in the New Testament, the bless- 
ings of the covenant were to be theirs not 
at the time of the cutting of their flesh, but 
to them “who also walk in the steps of that 
faith of our father Abraham, which he had 
being yet uncircumcised” (Rom. 4:12). 
When a parent brings a child to God, there 
is the obligation of training the child in the 
way he should go; the bringing does not 
save the child; the child must walk in the 
steps of the faith of the parents. : 
LORD, INCREASE OUR BURDEN FOR OUR 
CHILDREN. 


April 10 
FOREIGNER (17:12) 

The obligation of faith was not only for 
the children born of Abraham but for every- 
one that came under his control, even to 
the slaves that were bought with money 
from any foreigner. Here, at the outset, we 
see the missionary nature of the faith that 
is ours in Christ. There was no promise to 
them directly, but if we can bring them in, 
buying them with the blood, the toil, the 
sweat and the tears of our love for souls and 
our missionary zeal, they, too, shall be in- 
cluded in the promise and shall be marked 
off for God. Before the time of Christ, the 
only way whereby a Gentile soul might be 
saved was through adoption into one of the 
tribes, through circumcision, and then 
through the blood of the altar. Today, the 
only way is through the cross of Christ. 
LORD, GIVE US A LOVE FOR SOULS. 


April 11 
MY COVENANT SHALL BE IN YOUR 
FLESH (17:13) 

God had called Abraham, revealed Him- 
self to him again and again, had given him 
the seven-fold promise, changed his name, 
putting His Spirit within him, but yet there 
remains a work to be done. Abraham must 
testify that there is nothing, nothing, noth- 
ing in the flesh that is of any value, and he 
must take the knife to it in sign of the 
acknowledgement of the covenant. Thus, 
says Paul, “we are the circumcision which 
worship God in the Spirit, and rejoice in 
Christ Jesus, and have no confidence in the 
flesh” (Phil. 3:3). We are “circumcised 
. . . in putting off the body of the sins of 
the flesh” (Col. 2:13); “by the Spirit we 
mortify the deeds of the body” (Rom. 
8:13), and thus we “bear in our bodies the 
marks of the Lord Jesus” (Rom. 8:13). 
LORD, CUT DEEPLY. 

April 12 
THE UNCIRCUMCISED SHALL BE CUT 
OFF (17:14) 

Let there be no false hope about entering 
into the glory of God apart from the way 
of death which He has established, and life 
through death. The first time Christ's blood 
was shed was at His circumcision; and shall 
not those that follow Him know the knife 
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SARAH (17:15) 


in the flesh? We must not be satisfied with 
a choosing of all the nice promises where 
God makes provision to do éverything for 
us. We must realize that there are hun- 
dreds of exhortations in the Word of God 
in which we are called’ upon to mortify the 
deeds of the flesh and to resist unto blood in 
striving against sin. We must see our God 
as a consuming fire and allow ourselves to 
be put to death. Certainly the unsaved shall 
be cut off from salvation, and we must un- 
derstand that the unsurrendered shall be cut 
off from all reward. 

LORD, GIVE US A GODLY FEAR. 

April 13 


‘There was to be the breath of God in 
Sarah also, and thus a letter is added to her 
name as it had been to her husband's. She 
is almost ninety, but life begins at ninety 
for those in whom the breath of God is 
breathed. Heretofore her name had been 
“nobility,” Sarai, but now it was to be “high 
princess,” Sarah. Thus does the Holy Spirit 
elevate those who put their trust in the 
Lord. Thus Sarah became the mother of us 
all, spiritually. Women become accustomed 
to including themselves in all the promises 
made to us as sons. But in Sarah there is a 
promise in which the men must see them- 
selves included among the daughters, for 
God says of her, “whose daughters—chil- 
dren—ye now are, in well doing, without 
permitting yourself to be troubled by any 
fear” (1 Pet. 3:6). 

LORD, LIFT US BY THY BREATH. 


April 14 
1 WILL GIVE THEE A SON OF HER 
(17:16) 

This was to be the son of the freewoman; 
this was the child of grace (Gal. 4:23). 
Isaac is the example of true fruitfulness. If 
we long to bear fruit for the Lord in our 
lives we must pass by all the steps that have 
brought Abraham to this point. We must 
learn to know .God in the various phases of 
His glory, power and provision. We must 
find Him as our shield and reward and 
know Him‘as the source of all supply. We 
must have Him breathe His Spirit in us, 
changing our name and our nature. Then 
the knife must be applied to our flesh so 
that we know what it is to die to self, and 
to mortify the deeds of the body. Then, 
and then only, shall we bring forth fruit 


unto God. 
LORD, KEEP OUR EYES ON THY PROMISE. 


April 15 
ABRAHAM FELL ON HIS FACE (17:17) 
Our physical attitude in prayer and wor- 
ship is not fixed by Scripture. You will find, 
throughout the Bible, that prayer was made 
while standing, sitting, kneeling, lying in 
bed, and in other postures—eyes closed, 
eyes opened. The true believer will prob- 
ably experience contact with God in all these 
postures as life continues to bring its needs. 
But unhappy the believer who has not been 
on his face before God.’ If you try it, arti- 
ficially, the flesh and the Devil will be after 
you, and soon you will be prodded up, out 
of: breath. But if you will pray God to 
bring you there you will come up in breath 
forever. 
LORD, BRING US DOWN. 
16 
ABRAHAM LAUGHED (17:17) 
There are indications that Abraham's mind 
was in a whirlwind. He was believing, 


doubting, hoping, fearing, laughing all at 
once. The laughter was not the laughter 
of scorn, nor was it the laughter of comic 
relief. Abraham was not laughing in joy 
or merriment. The context shows that laugh- 
ter of astonishment that sometimes bursts 
from us involuntarily when we hear some- 
thing that seems incredible and our mind 
races around the edges of it in order to seek 
to comprehend it. The Lord God is very 
patient with His children. He is like a par- 
ent teaching a baby to walk. He is so de- 
lighted at any attempt-to take a step that 


- He does not chide when the baby totters 


and falls. He rejoices in the growth and 
seeks to help us. 
LORD, PICK US UP. 


April 17 
SAID IN HIS HEART (17:17) 

The old man's body was prostate on the 
ground worshipping and his face was 
wrinkled in involuntary laughter and his 
heart was expressing a doubt. Soon his lips 
would be asking God to do something alien 
to the divine will. How confused can a 
Christian get when he is in his growing 
stages? The answer is that he can be very 
confused, and that the Lord is going to keep 
right on with him in tenderness and pa- 
tience, bringing him out of his confusion 
and causing faith to emerge from doubt and 
confidence to come out of despair. This is 
God's process of development, as He seeks 
to build in us that trust which will cause us 
to leap out of ourselves and to rely wholly 
upon His Word, unsupported by any out- 
ward evidence. 

LORD, UNTANGLE US. 


April 18 
ONE HUNDRED YEARS .. . NINETY 
YEARS OLD? (17:17) 

Abraham was in the turmoil that follows 
an earthquake. A vast promise had hit him 
suddenly and he was shaken. Note that 
these words were said in his heart. They 
were not spoken aloud. He was adding up 
all the factors of unbelief. His own age plus 
Sarah's age came to a total of one hundred 
and ninety years of sterility. The fourth 
of Romans describes what was going on in 
his heart. The manuscripts differ and the 
King James Version says, “He considered 
not his own body,” while the Revised Ver- 
sion (and the Greek) says, “he considered 
his body.” Either way it means the same 
thing. He looked at the death within him 
and said, “It makes no difference,” or, he 
refused to allow his dead condition to make 
a difference. 

LORD, TEACH US THE ARITHMETIC OF 
FAITH. 


April 19 

ABRAHAM SAID UNTO GOD (17:18) 
Isnt it strange what nonsense we will 
sometimes say to God in our prayers! Re- 
member that Abraham's body was prostrate, 
and he was in an attitude of worship and 
praise. Here we see the growth of faith. 
The promise is given. The body is thrown 
into an outward attitude of acceptance. The 
heart is churned with doubt. This turns to 
prayer and the faithful old man asks God 
to do according to the human desire instead 
of according to the divine plan. The prayer 
is unintelligent. Even while pleading for 
his own will the struggle ceases and doubt 
finally gives way to receptive faith. The 
tenderness and patience of God in all of 
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this should draw every one of us out into 
full praise, even in the midst of our doubts. 
LORD, KEEP US COMING TO THEE, EVEN 
WHEN WE TALK NONSENSE. 


April 20 
© THAT ISHMAEL MIGHT LIVE BEFORE 
THEE (17:18) 

This shows how much the human heart is 
addicted to desiring its own fruitfulness, and 
how foolish we can be even in the midst of 
our prayers and our growth. Ishmael was 
the child that had shown Abraham's tented 
world that he was indeed a man, capable 
of begetting a child, and Ishmael had been 
the fattener of Abraham's pride. He clings 
to that fruit of the flesh even while learning 
that God cannot receive nor bless that which 
is born of the bondwoman by the power of 
the flesh. At the moment of the promise 
of great, divine things he pleads for the 
blessing upon little, human things. A child 
of Adam would rather have something that 
smelled of Adam than to have the divine 


fragrance of Heaven. 
LORD, GIVE US EYES TO SEE STRAIGHT. 


April 21 
AND GOD SAID, NAY (17:19) 

The Revised Version prints the negative 
that is in the Hebrew. “And God said, Nay 
...” Thank God, He does not answer our 
foolish prayers. We are such ignorant babies 
when we pray for things. A girl once asked 
me to pray that a certain man should pro- 
pose to her. I knew him to be no good, and 
three years later she thanked God that her 
hope had not been answered. Thank God, 
He will not give us ali the petty things we 
want, and which would bring us to our un- 
doing. A baby cries for a sharp knife when 
he sees the sun glint from its blade, but no 
mother in her right mind would give the 
knife to the child. God is in His right mind, 
and will not give us all the cutting edges 
we pray for. 

LORD, KEEP ON SAYING NO TO OUR 
FOLLY. 


April 22 
THOU SHALT CALL HIS NAME ISAAC 
(17:19) 

How strange our children’s names would 
sound if they were called by the weaknesses 
of our faith! Abraham laughed, and God 
called the child’s name Laughter. I am in- 
clined to believe that we have long missed 
the meaning of this name because we have 
thought that God named the child in some 
sort of spite against Abraham and Sarah 
for laughing at His promise. This cannot 
be so. What God was really pointing out 
was that after a halting walk of doubting, 
there comes real faith; faith flowers into 
fruitfulness, and the fruitfulness brings the 
laughter of true joy. And so the name of 
the child of promise is to betoken the joy 
of the Lord which is our strength. And 
we can never know that joy until we have 
turned from the flesh to the Spirit and 
learned the power of God to bring life out 
of our death. 

LORD, GIVE US FULLNESS OF JOY. 


April 23 

AS FOR ISHMAEL, | HAVE HEARD OF 
THEE (17:20) 

A verse like this makes me tremble with 

godly fear. The blessing of Ishmael has 

carried with it the most terrible results of 
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the centuries. Out of Ishmael came two 
horrible things—both of them great barriers 
to the peoples of God. For out of Ishmael 
came the Arab race which, even today, bars 
the advance of Israel the rightful owner of 
the land which God swore to Isaac and his 
seed. And from Ishmael came Islam which 
is the greatest barrier to the advance of 
Christianity the world has ever seen. It is 
this verse that has caused me to pray, time 
and again, “Lord God! For Thine own sake 
please do not answer any of my stupid, 
fleshly prayers. Don't answer them even 
half way.” 

LORD, DO NOT PUNISH OUR STUPIDTY. 


April 24 


| HAVE BLESSED HIM (17:20) 

The blessing of God can have strange 
aspects, and surely, this verse shows that 
God’s ways are not our ways. Ishmael and 
Isaac lie on two sidés of an armed line in 
our day, and Jerusalem is cut across one of 
its streets by the boundary. The covenant 
has been established with Isaac, but there 
is a blessing that is to come to Ishmael also. 
It is hard to get Jew and Arab to see that 
this is true, but one day Ishmael will have 
his place in the land, but under the rule of 
Isaac. And it is hard for us to see that the 
fruit of our own evil doings can be a part 
of all the things that work together for our 
good, yet it is so because our God has said 
it. We can therefore know that our God 
who makes the wrath of man to praise Him 
can even make the stupidity of His children 
work out for His glory and their good. 
LORD, TAKE ALL THE GLORY. 


April 25 
GOD WENT UP FROM ABRAHAM 
(17:22) 

How inestimable our advantage over 
Abraham! When we have completed a con- 
versation with God and have listened to 
His voice in the Word, brought to our 
hearts by the Holy Spirit, He does not leave 
us. We have so much that Abraham did 
not have, and if we are honest before God 
to search our hearts we will find that either 
the Holy Spirit is within us in fullness of 
power and joy, or that He is in us in a 
grieved state waiting for us to fall before 
Him and acknowledge our sin that we might 
be cleansed and restored to fellowship. 
Christ said to His disciples that the Holy 
Spirit was with them and that He would 
come to dwell in them (John 14:17). And 
we are the ones that benefit by that change. 
LORD, WE THANK THEE THAT THOU 
WILT NOT GO UP FROM US. 


April 26 
IN THE SELFSAME DAY (17:23) 

There is only one true way to obey and 
that is with alacrity. The command was a 
hard one for it was to be a painful morti- 
fying of the flesh, but there was no hesita- 
tion whatsoever. God spake, and the only 
thing to do was to obey. A soldier knows 
that he cannot start an argument with his 
captain about an order. No matter what ‘he 
thinks about it, there is but one thing to do: 
Salute, right about face, go and do it. And 
if we are to know the joy and fruitfulness of 
the Christian life, it must be in the way of 
obedience. I well remember old Dr. Sammis, 
who wrote Trust and Obey, telling us in the 
days of my youth, “Do not omit the third 
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verse when you. sing my hymn. It is the 
secret of the whole thing.” And that verse 
is: 
But we never can prove the delights of 
His love, 
Until all on the altar we lay; 
For the favor He shows and the joy He 
bestows, 
Are for those who will trust and 
obey. 
LORD, MAKE US OBEDIENT. 


April 27 
ABRAHAM WAS NINETY-NINE (17:24) 
Chronologically, he was ninety-nine; spir- 
itually, he was twenty-nine. It has been that 
many years since he had seen the God of 
glory in Ur of the Chaldees. He had come 
from spiritual babyhood through spiritual 
childhood, through many dangers, toils and 
woes, and had now come to.the end of-him- 
self where he was willing to let God teach 
him that there was no good in the works 
of the flesh, but that hope was alone in the 
promise of God. May we learn to grow 
faster and not to lose so many years of our 
lives by being so slow to learn the way of 
faith. The Lord is always ready to bring 
us on as rapidly as we will let Him, but He 
will never skip any steps of the process; they 
are all vital. 
LORD, STIMULATE US. 


April 28 
pod ‘were APPEARED TO HIM 


For every crisis there is a fresh supply 
from God, and that must come through a 
fresh revelation of Himself. No matter what 
the stage of Abraham's progress, there was 
still more to know, and thus it will be for- 
ever. We might well add a stanza to John 
Newton's great hymn, and sing, 

When we've been there ten million years, 
Our baby stage then past, 


- We'll learn forever of our God 


While endless ages last. 

Abraham was now going to be brought to 
the final stage of separation from Lot. He is 
going to see his beloved nephew to the edge 
of doom with his family lost and his wife 
judged and himself stripped bare of all pos- 
sessions. For the harrowing experiences to 
come, God gives Himself afresh to Abraham. 
ood WITH THEE WE CAN FACE ANY- 

ING. 


April 29 
LOT (19:1) 

In our meditations we are now going to 
put paragraphs from two chapters together 
for the great lesson that is to be obtained 
in the contrasts which are so numerous here 
that they are certainly divinely designed for 
our learning. Abraham is the father of the 
faithful; Lot is the father of the worldly 
Christian. Both are declared to be justified 
(Rom. 4:3; 2 Pet. 2:7). Abraham is the 
Christian who walks by faith; Lot is the 
Christian who walks by sight. Abraham 
was the man whose life turned to God; Lot's 
life turned outward to circumstances. Both 
entertained messengers from Heaven; both 
welcomed these Heavenly visitors. How dif- 
ferent the spiritual life and the carnal life of 
two believers can now be seen by the con- 
trast. 

LORD, MAKE US SPIRITUAL. 


(Continued on page 40) 
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LETTERS FROM hOREA 





Harold Voelkel writes of his experiences as a 


Chaplain with our forces in Korea 


Mr. Voelkel has been a missionary in Korea 
for more than twenty years. In the summer 
of 1950 he was evacuated from his station in 
Andong, leaving all his household and per- 
sonal goods behind. This was his second 
experience of this kind. He was evacuated 
immediately after Pearl Harbor, but returned 
as soon as it was possible to do so at the 
end of the war. Not long after his recent 
evacuation to Japan, he returned to Korea 
as an Army Chaplain. 





Pusan, Korea 
January 1, 1951 
God alone knows what this year 
holds for us, but we enter it with con- 
fidence for we know that He is faithful. 
I am enjoying this New Year's Day 
under very different circumstances 
from those of Christmas. I am in the 
Chisholm’s in what was formerly Mar- 
jorie Hanson's room, the colorful and 
artistic drapes and other decorations 
of which are in vast contrast to the in- 
terior of a tent erected 
on a sandy stream bed. 
I came last evening af- 
ter my POW services 
and will remain until 
tomorrow morning. 


This noon, Bill, Ber- 
tha and. Dwight Mals- 
bury were my guests 
at New Year's dinner 
at the Hialeah Officers” 
Club. The meal lacked 
nothing, and such a 
feed becomes more of 
a privilege than ever 
because of the increas- 
ingly dificult condi- 
tions of this teeming 
city. Colonel Gillette, 
who was the Military 
Governor of this prov- 
ince back in 1945-47, 
joined us at the table 
and told us that 12,000 
refugees a day are 
streaming into the city, 
and a total of 2,000,- 
000 are expected. Those 
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walking down from Seoul have reached 
Suwon. For the present the refugees 
are continuing to be sent to Ku Jay Do, 
that is all from the Hamheung, Hung- 
nam area. The Inchon people are going 
to Chaiju Do (Quelpart). Last night 
as a train went by I saw groups riding 
on the open freight cars, gondolas, 
heads and all covered with blankets. 
Imagine the dirt, smoke and soot when 
passing through tunnels. 


As for crowds, this, so far as I have 
heard, is the record. A Victory ship 
from Hungnam brought 15,000. Our 
Victory, the Hunter, was jammed, we 
thought, with 700 men plus 140 offic- 
ers, but the one with the Koreans had 
5,000 people on the deck, so many the 
winches couldn't be operated and food 
had to be carried up gang planks. We 
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learned today that the Pusan water 
system was built with a capacity for 
200,000 people. Now the population 
is over 600,000, and people line up at 
the hydrants for their supply. 


We have learned more of the trag- 
edy that occurred in First Church, 
Taegu, Christmas. At a special service 
for children when 1,500 jammed into 
the building in the evening, the electric 
current went off, and while waiting in 
suspense in the darkness, someone 
yelled, “Fire.” There was a mad rush 
for the door and in the press 19 chil- 
dren were killed, and the latest report 
I have is that six died later or were not 
expected to live. 


With the readjustment of the Army 
setup due to the arrival of X Corps 
from Hamheung, in this 
area, we DAC’s (De- 
partment of the Army 
Civilians) had a meet- 
ing and divided our 
work. Really, that’s 
just about what hap- 
pened. We were asked 
- what we figured would 
be the best use of our 
time and efforts, and as 
a result Will Shaw and 
Carroll will come to 
Pusan largely in liaison 
with the civilians, refu- 
gee work, etc., work 
with the ROK's and 
helping out in the 
American Army needs. 
John Talmadge, Bruce 
Cummings, two Catho- 
lics and I will concen- 
trate on POW’s and 
such other activities as 
we can fit in. And 
what a marvelous op- 
portunity this POW 














Harold Voelkel teaching Sunday School in a compound which has a thousand teen age boys. 
The man seated on the platform is the compound commander. 


ministry is. I love it. Really it is 
astonishing what the prisoners are 
doing themselves. The Gospel is life 
and how forcibly that is being demon- 
strated in each of the five camps, for 
the Christian prisoners get busy and 
one pastor from ANAK held a Christ- 
mas service attended by 4,000. The 
camp commander calls him, “The 
Chaplain.” 


Pusan, Korea 
January 3, 1951 


Pusan seems to be absorbing all of 
Korea. People from all sections of the 
country are streaming into the place 
and it is very definitely the hub of the 
nation. All government agencies, de- 
partments of each activity of the US 
and the UN Armies, ECA (Marshall 
Plan) and other relief and economic 
groups are all opening offices here and 
pouring in staffs. Together with the 
refugees, of which 12,000 a day con- 
tinue to arrive, you can. imagine the 
jammed conditions; and yet the authori- 
ties are- working things out and have 
a plan that is creating order out of 
what might have been confusion worse 
confounded. 


They started with the factories 
where refugees were living, cleared all 
out and then in turn got around to 
theaters, churches, and finally to the 
streets and sidewalks where many were 
content to sleep and eat. It is surpris- 
ing what has happened in the past few 
days. The plazas in front of the main 
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Pusan railroad station and Pusan Jin 
where people were herded together are 
all cleaned out. Along the main streets 
are middle school students with arm 
bands, acting as police to shoo the 
people off to the side roads. Trucks 
came to our Central Presbyterian 
Church where families were living 
everywhere, even on the stairways, and 
took everyone off. There is a thorough- 
going system to channel all refugees 
right out to islands, KuJay Do. Chaiju 
Do, and .others. Charles Sauer and 
Charles Stokes of the Methodist. Mis- 
sion have been here and worked out 
a plan to care for their pastors and 
pastors’ ‘families and at present have 
a group of 300 on an island. Funds 
have come from the Methodist Board 
that enable Sauer and Stokes to grant 
rice, fuel, and a small monetary allow- 
ance for “pan chan” (side dishes). The 
Presbyterians have, of course, heard of 
this subsidy and have been plaguing me 
but not being able to contact Ned I 
hadn't any idea what our Mission's 
plan was, so you can imagine my de- 
light when I heard that Ned had 
reached Taegu; soon after got him on 
the phone and yesterday he turned up 
at the POW camp (at dinner time) 
and is spending a couple of nights with 
me in my tent. When we woke up this 
morning and felt the warmth he re- 
marked, “This is cozy.” A diesel oil 
burner keeps it at an even temperature 
24 hours a day. 


I had planned big outdoor meetings 
with the POW’s in two of the camps 


but it rained and I was limited to an 
indoor service for the GI's. In the 
afternoon I joined Ned in a conference 
with the National Christian Council 
directors, trying to figure out some 
method of procedure whereby unity 
could be established between the many 
committees the Koreans have set up. 
Then in the evening the missionaries 
met in the Australian house, a new 
home, to discuss many issues arising 
out of the needs of the refugees.. Bob 
Pierce on his recent visit left a generous 
amount of money to be used in this 
way, and since the Methodists had al- 
ready gotten under way in a plan we 
are hoping that we can all go together 
in a united effort, for certainly in a 
crisis like this the utmost cooperation is 
called for. 


The news these days has the Koreans 
worried and the pastors are constantly 
besieging us to get them out of the 
country since they are convinced they 
will be the first target when the Reds 
take over. This is assuming, of course, 
that the Chinese are going to drive us 
out. Now, whether they will or not 
remains to be seen, but what we do 
know is that the Americans are going 
to put up a good fight. One cause of 
the fear of the Koreans is that US 
Army and government leaders are con- 
tinually speaking of our power to hold 
and ultimately turn back the Chinese, 
and yet the radio and newspapers daily 
report the retreat, quite hurriedly 
lately, toward these parts. Now I 
haven't any inside information and am 
merely guessing when I say that I 
imagine the UN troops are engaged in 
a planned withdrawal to the vicinity 
of the previous perimeter and that a 
real and determined stand will be taken 
there. The Koreans, unaware of a 
planned withdrawal, consider this daily 
retreat as a daily defeat, a procedure 
that will shortly mean their envelop- 
ment and capture as the Americans 
take off. And, of course, the prospect 
of capture by the Chinese is something 
to put fear in any man’s heart. So, we 
are being besieged, as I said, to make 
provision for the pastors to evacuate 
to Japan (or preferably America). 
Would that we could help them and it 
may be that we can, but it is an in 
volved business. 


- In the meantime I am delighted with 
the zeal of Christian pastors and church 
officers who are seeking out oppor- 
tunities to reach people in these upset 
days. I took David Chung, a recent 
postgraduate student of Toronto Uni- 
versity who was teaching in the Chosen 


(Continued on page 36) 
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INTERNATIONAL 


Sunday School 


LESSONS 


By DR. ROBERT R. FRITSCH 


APRIL 15, 1951 
The Period of the Patriarchs 


LESSON TEXT: GENESIS 15:1-6; 
17:5-8, 18-19 


Golden Text: “I am thy shield, and thy 
exceeding great reward.” (Gen. 15:1) 


The Call of Abram 

Abram Obeys 

Isaac Promised 

Ishmael Is Born 
Abram's Name Changed 
Promise Fulfilled — Isaac Born 


As our first lesson of this quarter 
was related to the first division of Gen- 
esis (chapters 1-2), and last week's les- 
son, the second of the quarter, had to 
do with the second division of Genesis 
(chapters 3-11), so our lesson today 
introduces the third section, beginning 
with chapter 12, the call of Abraham, 
really beginning at 11:27. 

According to our topic, “The Period 
of the Patriarchs,” let us examine two 
words, closely related as institutions 
which existed among God's chosen peo- 
ple, the Hebrews, let us say from the 
time of Abraham to that of Samuel, 
the words “patriarch” and “theocracy.” 

The first of these two words, patri- 
arch, consists of two Greek words 
meaning “father” and “ruler,” imply- 
ing the authority which the head of a 
family exercised over the immediate 
family, but also including the servants 
on the estate. 

The word is usually applied to such 
heads of families in the early Old 
Testament genealogies preceding the 
time of Moses, but, as a word, is not 
found in our English Old Testament. 
In the Greek Old Testament it appears 
in 1 Chronicles 24:31, translated “prin- 
cipal fathers”; in 1 Chronicles 27:22 
where the word is translated “princes”; 
and again in 2 Chronicles 26:12, where 
the English translates it as “chief of 
the fathers.” 





Dr. Fritsch, Emeritus Professor of English 
Bible at Muhlenberg College, is engaged in 
full time Bible conference work. 
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It does, however, occur in our Eng- 
lish New Testament in Hebrews 7:4, 
speaking of “the patriarch Abraham” 
in Acts 7:8 and 9, where it refers to 
the sons of Jacob, after whom the 
twelve tribes of Israel were named, and 
finally, even of David, in Acts 2:29. 


Theocracy 

In the time before that of Saul,-the 
first King of Israel, there was no gov- 
ernment as we usually understand the 
word among the Hebrew people. In 
its place there was what we call a 
“theocracy,” a word coined by Jo- 
sephus, the historian of the Hebrew 
people, and not found in the Bible 
text. It also is composed of two Greek 
words, meaning “God” and “rule,” 
hence the direct rule of God. 

There was nothing in those early 
days of the history of the Hebrews, 
that is, in the time of the patriarchs, 
that corresponded to a monarchy, aris 
tocracy, or oligarchy among other peo- 
ples. There was, instead of organized 
human government, the revelation of 
God's will in various ways to and 
through chosen agents, who in turn 
announced what they had received to 
the people. God spoke to these patri- 
archs, to Abraham in our lesson today, 
and they in turn were responsible under 
God for the spiritual, as well as for 
the material and physical, welfare of 
their families. 

One might say that, under such con- 
ditions, “church and state” were one; 
everything that happened in daily life, 
and the laws, both civil and criminal, 
were always looked at from a religious 
standpoint. 

The theocracy ended in the days of 
Samuel, when the people asked for a 
king like unto the rulers of the heathen 
nations around about them. This was a 


' We may call Abraham “the patri- 
arch of the patriarchs,” for in him the 
Hebrew people had their beginning. He 
is the first character in the Bible to be 
called a Hebrew, Genesis 14:13; a word ’ 
which has as its root meaning the idea 
of coming “across,” referring to the 
command to leave his home in Ur of 
the Chaldees for a place which was to 
be shown him, namely Canaan, to reach 
which land he had to “cross” the Eu- 
phrates River. 

In a sense, the call of Abraham was 
one of the most important events in 
history. He received several promises 
in connection with it; one, that to his 
seed was to be given the land of Ca- 
naan as a perpetual possession, a prom- 
ise directly related to current history in 
Palestine after four thousand years; 
another, that in his seed all the nations 
(Gentiles) of the earth were to be 
blessed. 

This involves the beginning of God's 
plan of redemption. The first eleven 
chapters of Genesis are introductory to 
the Bible story, showing the results of 
man’s fall (last Sunday’s lesson), and 
the reason why something had to be 
done for him. When Stephen reviews 
Old Testament. history in Acts 7, he 
begins by telling us how the God of 
glory appeared unto Abraham, when 
he was living in Mesopotamia, a word 
which means “between the rivers” (the 
Tigris and Euphrates), called Iraq 
today. 

Abraham Obeys 

Abraham obeyed God's command to 
leave home, and after spending some 
time at Haran, where his father died, 
he and his family moved south, prob- 
ably through Damascus, into the land 
of Canaan, stopping at several places 
to erect an altar, indicative of com- 
munion and fellowship with God, who 
was directing his path (Gen. 12:1-9). 
He arrives in the Negev, the southern 
part of the land, in which there were 
two important cities, Hebron and Beer- 


Abraham and Lot, his nephew, were 
men of considerable wealth, which in 
those days consisted largely of cattle, 
13:2-6. Because there was not enough 
pasturage for the flocks of both, Abra- 
ham proposes that they separate, giving 
tory in the neighborhood of the very 
wicked city of Sodom, leaving his uncle 
in territory d Hebron. 

Abrahams life was a series of separa- 
tions. But God was always present to 
encourage him, as upon this occasion 
(13:14). He renews the promises 
which had been given him, with con- 
siderable emphasis. 

While Lot was in Sodom, a war 
broke out between neighboring tribes, 
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culminating in an invasion from the 
east. Sodom came under attack, the 
result of which was that Lot and his 
family with his goods were taken and 
carried far to the north, 14:11-12. 
When Abraham heard of his nephew's 
predicament, he might have said that 
it served him right for having forsaken 
him, but instead, we read that when 
Abraham heard that his brother (no- 
tice this word) was taken captive, he 
armed his trained servants and pursued 
them as far north as Dan. 


The pursuit was successful. Lot, his 
family and his goods were recovered 
and brought back to Sodom. The 
“king” of Sodom met Abraham on his 
return, offered him a reward (v. 21) 
which Abraham refused. It may be 
that Melchizedek, a priest of the Most 
High God, met Abraham just at the 
right time to prevent him from making 
an alliance with the ruler of Sodom. 


Abraham said to him that he would 
not take a spool of thread, nor even 
a shoestring, lest someone should say, 
“T have made Abraham rich.” He did, 
however, accept the food which his 
men ate during the expedition. 


Isaac Promised 


It is at this juncture that our printed 
lesson begins. The word of the Lord 
came to Abraham in a vision, saying, 
“Fear not, Abraham, I am thy shield 
(protection), and thy exceeding great 
reward.” This promise interested Abra- 
ham, for there was one thing above all 
else that he desired. He had no son to 
inherit his estate, which would ap- 
parently have to go to a servant of his, 
and thus outside of the family. Could 
the promise of a reward involve the 
gift of a son as an indication of the 
Lord's favor. 


This wish for a son is granted in a 
promise which the Lord gives him 
(v. 4), in spite of the fact that there 
was no apparent physical probability 
or possibility that he could have a son 
with his wife, Sarah. But Abraham 
looked away from difficulties involved 
in the apparently hopeless situation to 
God, with Whom no thing is impos- 
sible. So Abraham “believed the Lord, 
and He counted it to him for righteous- 
ness,” bringing Abraham into line with 
the heroes of faith (Heb. 11:8-19). 


To make the promise specific, the 
Lord asks Abraham to tell (means, to 
count) the stars, if he were able to 
number them, for according to their 
number should be the multitudes of his 
descendants. To keep up with this 
promise, we must be constructing ever 
larger telescopes to add more millions 
of stars to the star catalogue! 
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And to make the promise still more 
specific, we read in verses 13 to 15 of 
Genesi§ 15 that the nation which was 
to develop, consisting of his descen- 
dants, would in the course of time be 
in bondage in a strange land (Egypt), 
and suffer there for generations under 
the lash of the taskmaster and the 
slavedriver (Ex. 1). 

But punishment would befall that 
nation which would oppress them, and 
in the course of time the descendants of 
Abraham would come out (Ex. 13) of 
Egypt and enter the land (Canaan) 
which the Lord had promised to Abra- 
ham and to his seed as a perpetual pos- 
session. The book of Joshua thus comes 
into the picture. 


Ishmael Born 


There is always danger that men run 
ahead of the Lord. The device which 
Sarah suggested to Abraham, that he 
take their Egyptian maid as his second- 
ary wife in order to hasten the fulfill- 
ment of God’s promise concerning a 
son, resulted in the birth of Ishmael, 
the ancestor of the Arabs. From them 
came Mohammed and the most serious 
and difficult problem with which Chris- 
tian missions have had to contend, 
namely Islam. 

And for thirteen years it would 
seem that God had no dealings with 
Abraham (compare 17:1 with 16:16), 
when suddenly the Lord does speak to 
him saying, “I am the Almighty God, 
walk before me, and be thou perfect,” 
announcing further that He was now 
ready to make a definite covenant with 
him. 

In this covenant Jehovah Himself 
will join with Abraham and Sarah, 
promising that Abraham would become 
the father of many nations, and the 
ancestor of kings. 


Abram’s Name Changed 


In verse 5 we find the name Abra- 
ham, which we have been using, for 
the first time. It would seem as though 
the Lord had inserted the first “h” of 
His name, Jehovah, into the name of 
Abram (meaning “high father”) to 
form the name Abraham (meaning 
“father of a multitude”), and the sec- 
ond “H” of His name into the name 
of Sarai to form the name Sarah 
(means “a princess”). Thus, by plac- 
ing His name, as it were, upon them, 
He validates the covenant as an ever- 
lasting one, v. 7, adding the definite 
promise that Abraham was to have a 
son with Sarah, to whom he was to give 
the name Isaac. v. 19 (means “laugh- 
ter”). 

Abraham, for some reason, suggests 


to the Lord that “Ishmael should live 


before Thee.”’ But the’ Lord said that 
the covenant He had just established 
was by way of the son, Isaac, who was 
yet to be born, and not by way of Ish- 
mael, born of Hagar, the Egyptian, and 
therefore “a mixed seed.” 

The visible sign of the coyenant was 
to be a mark in the flesh by way of the 
circumcision of every male Hebrew son 
when eight days of age. Ishmael, al- 
though thirteen years of age, was cir- 
cumcised, and other male members of 
Abraham’s household, when this rite 
was established (v. 23). 


Promise Fulfilled — Isaac Born 


In chapter 21, Isaac is born, verse 2, 
his name assigned, verse 3, and at eight 
days of age was circumcised, verse 4 
(as was Jesus also, Luke, 2:21). Al- 
though we are not physical descendants 
of Abraham, we may still be children 
of Abraham, if we have the faith of 
Abraham, Gal. 3:7, circumcised, not in 
the flesh, but in the heart (see Rom. 
4:1-16 and Col. 2:11). 


APRIL 22, 1951 
The Period of Moses 


LESSON TEXT: DEUTERONO- 
MY 6:20-25; 5:1-6 (IN THIS 
ORDER) 


Golden Text: “Open Thou mine eyes, 
that I may behold wondrous things out 
of Thy lew.” (Psalm 119:18) : 
At Pharoah's Court 
Birth 
Adoption 
Education 
In Midian 
Burdened 
Commissioned 
From Egypt to Canaan 
The Plagues 
The Departure 
The Wandering 


The birth of Moses is recorded in 
Exodus 2, and his death, at the age of 
120 years, in the 34th chapter of Deu- 
teronomy. The “period of Moses,” as 
our lesson title has it, is therefore cov- 
ered by the four books, Exodus, Leviti- 
cus, Numbers, and Deuteronomy. The 
passages suggested for special study are 
Exodus 14-15, Deuteronomy 5-6, and 
Psalm 136, celebrating God's care of 
His people Israel in the crises of their 
national history. This whole period 
will be studied in greater detail during 
the fourth quarter of this year’s les- 
sons, under the general subject of “The 
Beginnings of the Hebrew Nation.” 

One cannot study the history of 
Israel during this period in which it 
was taking shape as a nation without 
studying the life of Moses, neither 
could one conceive the idea of studying 
the life of Moses apart from the story 
of Israel's early development, for both 
are inextricably woven together. Hence 
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also the reason why the Hebrews 
venerate Moses as in a sense the foun- 
der of Israel as a nation, because of his 
association with their deliverance from 
Egyptian slavery, and with the giving 
of the Law on Mount Sinai, by which 
their spiritual relationship with God 
was regulated, and their social relation- 
ships were controlled. 

The times in which, and the circum- 
stances under which, Moses was born 
are described in the first chapter of 
Exodus. Rigorous and forced slave 
labor in the brickyards of Egypt was 
one form of affliction imposed upon the 
Hebrew people. And, in the second 
place, orders were issued by the king 
of Egypt that every male child of the 
Hebrews should be put to death by 
being thrown into the river at birth. 

Birth 

But behold the providence of God 
at work! Amram and Jochebed, both 
of the tribe of Levi, Ex. 6:20, become 
the parents of a son in those distressing 
times. Because of their normal parental 
' interest in their child, they naturally 
sought to evade the decree of the 
Pharaoh of Egypt. They did this by 
concealing the child for three months. 
Then the mother wove a basket of 
reeds (bulrushes) and made it water- 
tight with bitumen (slime). Into this 
basket she placed her son, and laid it 
among the reeds (flags) by the river’s 
brink, his sister Miriam keeping watch 
so that no ill should betide her brother. 

Adoption 

One day, when the daughter of 
Pharaoh came to the river for a bath, 
she noticed the basket. Giving orders 
to one of her attendants to fetch it, she 
opened it and found the babe, weeping. 
Miriam was, of course, observing the 
proceedings. Naturally she showed an 
interest in the situation, and quite casu- 
ally asked Pharaoh’s daughter whether 
she should call in a Hebrew woman as 
a nurse for the child, for the daughter 
of Pharaoh had observed that it was 
one of the Hebrew’s children. Permis- 
sion was granted, whereupon Miriam 
called her mother, to whom the daugh- 
ter of Pharaoh committed the care of 
her own child in these words: “Take 
this child away, and nurse it for me, 
and I will give thee thy wages.” 

I shall never forget a Mother's Day 
sermon preached by Billy Sunday many 
years ago in Philadelphia, because these 
words of Pharaoh's daughter he used as 
though spoken by God Himself when- 
ever He places a newborn child into 
the arms of a mother. 


Education 


The wonder of this situation is a 
two-fold one. Not only was this He- 
brew child thus placed under the 
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tutelage of godly parents, but was also 
raised under royal patronage in the 
palace of the very King who had de- 
creed his death. Who but God could 
have devised a situation like that, for 
He was going to call on this protege of 
His some day to lead and to govern 
His people Israel. And so in this way 
the child, Moses (an Egyptian name 
meaning “drawn out,” that is, drawn 
out of the water, Ex. 2:10), was given 
a thorough course in “government,” as 
he could observe it “from the inside” 
of government circles at the head of the 
mightiest empire of that time. 


In Midian 

Thus forty years pass, when at that 
age Moses could no longer endure to 
see the sufferings of his people under 
the lash of the taskmaster and the slave- 
driver. At Exodus 2:12 he slew an 
Egyptian whom he saw beating a 
Hebrew, one of his own flesh and blood. 
He thought he had done so without 
having been observed, but when, ac- 
cording to Exodus 2:14, he learned 
that his deed was known, he escaped 
to Midian, where he met the daughters 
of the priest of Midian who came to 
water their father’s flock as he was 
resting by the wall. - 

Moses helped them and watered their 
flock, by which kind act he came to be 
introduced to their father, Renel, 2:18, 
but better known to us as Jethro, 3:1. 
Moses was invited to stay at his. home, 
and became the shepherd of his flock. 
In time he married his daughter Zip- 
porah (her name means “bird” of 
“sparrow,” from the sound “zip zip” 
of a bird). With her he has two sons, 
Gershom, which means “a stranger 
here,” and Eliezer (18:4), a name 
which, like Eleazer, means “God is my 
help.” 

Burdened 

We might ask what was most likely 
to be on the mind of Moses during the 
second forty-year period of his life in 
Midian. We would make no mistake 
if we were to say that he was thinking 
of his people suffering in Egypt. When 
God needs a man to do a piece of work 
He will choose someone who is inter- 
ested. 

The story is told that, when Lincoln 
visited New Orleans, he saw a slave 
block in operation, husband separated 
from wife and children from parents. 
He is said to have vowed that if he ever 
should have the opportunity, he would 
strike that institution hard. God heard 
that vow. When therefore the time had 
come to declare the emancipation of 
the slaves in our country, this western 
lawyer came to Washington, and as 
President wrote the historic document 
which freed them, with which his life 
work was done. 


Commissioned 


So when the fullness of time for the 
liberation of Israel had come, God laid 
His hands on the shoulders, as it were, 
of Moses, stating that He had heard 
their cry and had come down to deliver -. 
His people. “Come now, therefore,” 
He says, “and I will send thee.” This 
commission was-given to Moses when 
he was eighty years of age, at “the 
burning bush,” Ex. 3:1-10. This bush, 
which seemed to be burning, but was 
not consumed, may have been a type 
of the furnace of affliction in which 
Israel was suffering, and yet was not 
consumed. 

Moses felt that he was not competent 
for the difficult task, made excuses and 
offered. several alibis, but finally, in 
company with his brother Aaron, went 
to Pharaoh to demand the freedom of 
God's people. 


The Plagues 


Pharaoh refused, hardened his heart, 
and made the work of the Hebrews 
harder. But God would accomplish His 
purpose, and to that end brought upon 
Egypt the plagues which fell upon the 
various deities whom the people wor- 
ship (11:12), to prove that Jehovah, 
the God of Israel, was mightier in. 
power than all the gods of Egypt, who 
were no gods at all. 

The culmination of the plagues was 
the death of the firstborn throughout 
all Israel, which could be averted only 
by putting the blood of the lamb on the 
lintel and doorpost of the house. The 
death angel, passing that night across 
the land, noticing by that blood token 
that there had been one death in that 
household, would “pass over” that 
home, and thus the life of the firstborn 
was spared. 


The Departure 


Great was the cry throughout Egypt 
that night. The consequence was that 
Pharaoh ordered Israel to leave at once 
12:31-33, which they did, only to be 
pursued by the army of Pharaoh to the 
Red Sea, which by divine aid Israel 
crossed as on dry ground 14:21-22. The 
Egyptian army continued its pursuit, 
only to be drowned as the waters “re- 
turned and covered the whole host of 
Pharaoh,” V.28. 

This miraculous deliverance of Israel 
out of the hands of Pharaoh and the 
total destruction of his army could 
never be forgotten by the Hebrew 
people. The theme of Moses’ song of 
redemption, Ex. 15, is expressed in the 
words of verse 1, “The Lord hath tri- 
umphed gloriously: the horse and his 
rider hath He thrown into the sea.” 
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And what the Lord did for Israel on 
this occasion is prophetic of a still more 
glorious event, when our poor, sick 
world will be delivered from the bond- 
age of sin and Satan, for the time is 
coming when the Lord shall reign, and 
that for ever and ever, Ex. 15:18, and 
the song that men will then be singing 
is the song of Moses and of the Lamb. 
(Revelation 15:3.) 

In the opening verses of Exodus 19, 
Israel, under the leadership of Moses, 
arrives at Mount Sinai, where, as re- 
corded in 20:1, God spoke the “ten 
words,” or, as we call them, the Ten 
Commandments, vs. 2-17, repeated in 
the ears of a new generation as written 
in chapter 5, verses 6-21, of Deuter- 
onomy, a word which means the® “repe- 
tition of the law.” 


The Wandering 


The first five verses of this fifth 
chapter are the second part of our 
printed lesson, showing how Moses 
called all Israel together and exhorted 
them as follows: “Hear, O Israel, the 
statutes and judgments which I speak 
in your ears this day, that you may 
learn them, and keep, and do them. 
The Lord our God made a covenant 
with us in Horeb, (the usual word for 
Sinai in Deuteronomy). Notice the 
fous verbs, “Hear, learn, keep, and 
do.” 

God had made a covenant with 
Abraham and the patriarchs, but this 
one is another, associated with Sinai 
and with the Ten Commandments, the 
Law, or the Torah, concerning which 
the book of Deuteronomy is a com- 
mentary. The people feared the fiery 
scene on Horeb; were afraid of God's 
voice (as God spoke to the people out 
of the fire), so much so that they re- 
quested Moses to act as mediator, he 
to hear what God said to him, and 
then to report it to them. The rabbis 
say that the first two commandments 
represent God speaking directly to the 
people (note “I, the Lord thy God), 
but Moses is referring to God in the 
third person in the others, for that 
reason. 

The first printed portion (Deut. 
6:20-25) of our lesson speaks of a son 
asking his father in the years to come 
as to what the significance of the 
various laws, which the Lord com- 
manded, was. The father was then to 
explain to his son the providence of 
God which presided over the begin- 
nings of Israel's history, particularly 
when He brought them out of Egypt 
amid miracles, signs, and wonders, ob- 
served by Pharaoh and all Egypt, show- 
ing that Jehovah was stronger than all 
the gods of Egypt. 
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The purpose God had in view when 
He thus delivered Israel was to bring 
them into the land which He promised 
to Abraham and his seed as an ever- 
lasting possession. In order that God 
might bless them in the land, He asks 
them to obey, to fear, and to love Him, 
and to express this attitude toward Him 
by obedience to these statutes, which 
would be for their good; and which 
obedience would be counted to them for 
righteousness. 

David, in the Golden Text, prays 
that his eyes might be opened to behold 
wondrous things in God's law, given, 
not by Moses, but through Moses to 
God's people. And as David so often 
in Psalm 119 gives thanks to God for 
His statutes and commandments, may 
we in this dispensation give thanks to 
God that grace and truth have come to 
us through Jesus Christ. 


APRIL 29, 1951 
The Settlement in Canaan 


LESSON TEXT: JOSHUA 14:6- 
13, JUDGES 2:7-10; 21:25 


Golden Text: “Be strong and of good. 


courage ; be not affrighted, neither be 
thou ; for the Lord thy God 
is with thee withersoever thou goest.” 
(Joshua 1:9) 


Entering the Land 
Jordan Crossed 
Jericho Falls 
The Battle for Ai 
Sin in the Camp 
Victory 
The People Divided 
Joshua Dead 
Other gods Worshipped 
When God spoke to Abraham in 
Genesis 15:13-16, He summed up in a 
few words the history of Israel from 
the time of their going down into 
Egypt (Gen. 46), through the long 
period of their oppression under the 
lash of the slavedriver in the brick- 
yards of Egypt (Exodus 1) until they 
were to come out of Egypt (Ex. 14-15, 
last week's lesson), and finally to come 
into the land of Canaan again, whence 
they had gone forth at the invitation 
of Joseph (Gen. 45:9-10). And so it 
happened that, under Moses, Israel 
came out of Egypt and, after forty 
years of wandering, they came into the 
land under the leadership of Joshua. 
Two Old Testament books therefore 
claim our attention today, and it would 
be very helpful if during the week of 
preparation for teaching today’s les- 
son, the teachers would read the whole 
of Joshua and Judges, included as a 
historical unit under our lesson title: 


“The Settlement in Canaan.” 


Jordan Crossed 


The entrance into Canaan as Israel 
crosses the Jordan has in it some of the 








dramatic elements we noticed last week 
when studying the account of the 
crossing of the Red Sea when leaving 
Egypt. In advance of the crossing, 
Joshua told the people to “prepare” 
victuals, for in three days they were to 
“pass over” the Jordan, and thus to 
possess the land. He also sent two men 
into the land on reconnaissance, to 
learn the temper of the people, and 
what they might find by way of op- 
position to their entry. 

They go to Jericho where they are 
entertained in the home of Rahab, who 
in Joshua 2:9 reveals to them the terror 
of the people because of rumors and 
reports concerning the way in which 
the God of Israel had dried up the 
waters of the Red Sea, and how He has 
given His people victory over Sihon, 
King of the Amorites, and Og, King of 
Bashan. Because of Rahab’s kindly 
treatment of these “scouts,” she and 
all her family are promised immunity 
in the day when Jericho would be 
taken. 


Jericho Falls 


According to orders, the host of 
Israel was to walk around the walls 
of Jericho thirteen times in seven days. 
There was to be no word spoken as 
they marched, until on the last “round” 
the ram’s horn was to be blown, when 
the people were to shout and the walls 
were to fall down. 

Everything in the city was to be de- 
stroyed; no one was to appropriate 
anything to himself as booty or per- 
sonal gain. All silver, gold, brass, and 
iron was to be devoted to the Lord's 
treasury. Rahab, “because she hid the 
messengers that were sent (6:17) and 
her family were spared, and no one 
was to attempt to rebuild the city. The 
name of Rahab appears in the gene- 
alogy of Jesus at Matthew 1:5. 

It was my privilege some years ago 
to walk over the ruins of Jericho. 
While doing so, I suddenly caught 
sight of some palm trees growing along 
the edge of a small body of water 
near by. It was a matter of few min- 
utes until I realized that I was looking 
down on Elisha’s fountain, and the 
trees explained why Jericho is called 
the city of palm trees in several pass- 
ages of Scripture. (2 Chron. 28:15.) 

There is a city named Jericho in the 
Gospel story. Jesus passed through it 
on several occasions. This was the 
Roman Jericho, important in its day, 
built on a different site. There is today 
a Mohammedan Jericho, and in it we 
found one of the most comfortable, 
modern hotels, erected for the benefit 
of tourists who naturally want to visit 
the Jordan River and the Dead Sea 
area. 
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The Battle for Ai 


- The next military obective Joshua 
had in view was the plan to drive a 
wedge into the heart of Canaan so as 
to separate the northern Canaanitish 
tribes from the southern, in order to 
take them on separately. To do this he 
aims at taking Ai, a very ancient site 
in the hill country. In Genesis 12:8 
Abraham came into the land from the 
north and pitched his tent between Ai 
and Bethel, and also built an altar 
there. In that passage the name is 
spelled Hai, the letter “h” representing 
the Hebrew article, our word “the,” 
and used as such as when we say “The 
Hague.” Ai means a heap of ruins, and 
Hai means “The Ruins.” Archaeolo- 
gists have dug deep into this site and 
found a dozen levels of occupation 
reaching back to pre-Canaanite times. 

Joshua's first attack was repulsed 
with the loss of three dozen men of 
three thousand who made the assault. 
Joshua was much grieved, even think- 
ing that the Lord had “let him down” 
after having promised him His per- 
sonal presence and good success in 
taking over Canaan as the home for His 
people, the new nation of Israel. (See 
Golden Text.) 


Sin in the Camp 


The situation Joshua brought to the 
Lord in prayer and in deep humility. 
This gave the Lord occasion to reveal 


‘to Joshua what the trouble was. There 


was a traitor in the camp. One man 
had appropriated for himself out of 
the spoils of Jericho a goodly Babylon- 
ish garment, two hundred shekels of 
silver, and a wedge of gold of fifty 
shekels weight, hid it in the earth in 
the midst of his tent, and thus sought 
to conceal his theft. 

An investigation was begun, result- 
ing in the discovery of the culprit, a 
man of the tribe of Judah by the name 
of Achan. He is asked to make con- 
fession, which he promptly does, ad- 
mitting that covetousness was the cause 
of his act. He and all his family, cattle, 
property and the purloined articles 
were taken, killed, burned, and buried 
under a great heap of stones. The place 
came to be called Achor, a Hebrew 
word meaning “trouble,” for Achan 
(means “troubles”), had troubled Is- 
rael, wherefore the Lord troubled him 
—a dramatic story, showing how cov- 
etousness can lead to most evil conse- 
quences. 

Joshua (ch. 8) makes a second at- 
tempt to take the city of Ai, using a bit 
of strategy by way of an ambush which 
should interest students in a military 
academy. The city is utterly destroyed, 
the “king of Ai” is hanged, and the 
cattle and spoil of the city Israel took 
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for a prey unto themselves, according 
unto the word of the Lord which He 
commanded Joshua, 8:27. 

Joshua then engages in further cam- 
paigns against the tribes in the south 
and in the north, after which he divides 
the land among the tribes, as indicated 
on the Old Testament maps usually to 
be found in our Bibles. How Reuben, 
Gad, and half of the tribe of Manasseh 
came to live east of the Jordan, as 
shown on the map, may be learned by 
reading Joshua 22:1-6, and also Num- 
bers 32. 

Turning to Joshua 14:6-13, we have 
the first printed portion of our lesson. 
In order to appreciate this passage, we 
should read Numbers 13 and 14, the 
account of the twelve spies who were 
sent from Kadesh Barnea into the land 
of Canaan about forty years before the 
event here described. We remember 
that ten of these twelve brought back 
a discouraging report, whereas two, 
Caleb (of Judah) and Joshua (of 
Ephraim) encouraged the people, be- 
lieving that God was able to bring 
Israel into the land, and that with His 
help they could overcome the inhabi- 
tants. 

Because of their lack of faith, all 
those from twenty years of age and 
upward were not to enter the land, 
with the exception of Joshua and Caleb 
who had believed God. Now that 
Canaan had been occupied, Caleb 
comes to Joshua to ask for his in- 
heritance in the land, as God had 
promised him (Num. 14:24). His 

ition is a recital of the events of 


“those fateful days when the hearts of 


the people were melting (v. 8) because 
of fear resulting from the report of the 
ten spies. Caleb, by way of contrast, 
says that “I wholly followed the Lord 
my God.” Caleb, as a Hebrew word, 
means a dog, and what better trait in 
a dog than a disposition wholly to fol- 
low his master. 

Caleb is eighty-five years of age at 
the time of our lesson, but he does live 
to see the fulfillment of God's promise 
(v. 9). Joshua, in v. 13, entertains his 
plea, blesses him and gives him the im- 
portant city of Hebron as his posses- 
sion, situated within the territory of his 
tribe, Ephraim, as we learn in 19:49-50. 
With the statement to that effect, verse 


51 tells us that the dividing of the 


country by lot in Shiloh before the 
Lord was completed. 


But running through the first chap- 
ter of the book of Judges is the state- 
ment that the various tribes did not 
wholly drive out the Canaanites from 
their respective territories. They be- 
came snares, traps, scourges, and 
thorns (Josh. 23:13) in the years 
ahead, for because of them there was 


a constant temptation for Israel to 
forget their God and turn aside to the 
heathen gods of the Canaanites. 


. Joshua Dead 

In our second printed portion the “ 
situation is aggravated by the death of . 
Joshua, so that there was no real in- 
spiring unified leadership; no one to 
succeed Joshua as he had been prepared 
to succeed Moses. The people served 
the Lord all the days of Joshua, and 
all the days of the elders that outlived 
Joshua, who had seen all the great 
works of the Lord that He did for His 
people Israel. Joshua died at the age 
of 110 years (as did Joseph in Gen. 
50:26). In the course of time a gener- 
ation arose which knew not the Lord, 
and a period of restlessness began. This 
condition was aggravated by virtue of 
what we read in the last verse of the 
book of Judges, 21:25, “In those days 
there was no king in Israel; every man 
did that which was right in his own 
eyes,” a pretty adequate definition for 
a state of anarchy. 

The word “Judges” does not fefer 
to civil officials so much as to the idea 
of military dictators, whom the Lord 
raised up as a series of “Joshuas,” that 
is “saviours” or “deliverers” (see the 
margin of 2:16). 

Other gods Worshiped 

Time and again the people did evil 
in the sign of the Lord by following 
after and serving Baalim, the heathen 
gods. This aroused the anger of the 
Lord, Who caused the land, sometimes 
in the north, at other times in the south, 
to be invaded by a foreign foe. Suffer- 
ing under such occupation, the people 
cried to Jehovah for help. He would 
then send a deliverer to clear the land 
of the cruel invader, after which “the 
land had rest” for a number of years, 
3:30, after which the same cycle of 
events was. repeated. The military 
campaigns as described throughout the 
book furnish some of the most exciting 
reading in the Bible. Great heroes are 
called forth by the exigencies of the 
situations, whom God uses to deliver 
His people. How interesting the cam- 

paign, and tragic too, is that of 
Deborah (a bee) and Barak (lightning) 
a wonderful team, judging from the 
meaning of their names. 

We honor Gideon, the brave leader 
of his loyal 300, whose name we recog- 
nize in that of the group of Christian 
men today known as the Gideons. Jeph- 
thah and Samson .are also interesting 
personalities, recorded with the others 
mentioned above in Hebrews 11:32, the 
“faith chapter,” the familiar roster of 
Old Testament heroes of faith. 

By way of contrast we might read 
the delightful romance of Ruth which 
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plays in the days of the Judges. The 
period closes with the appearance of 
Samuel, who as a Judge and a Prophet, 
established a more uriified government 
in Israel (1 Sam. 3:19-4:1).. 


MAY 6, 1951 
The United Kingdom 


LESSON TEXT: Il SAMUEL 5:1I- 
5; 8:15; | CHRONICLES 
22:17-19 


Golden Text: “One thing have I asked 
of the Lord, that I will seek after; that 
I may dwell in the house of the Lord 
all the days of my life: to behold the 
beauty of the Lord, and to inquire in 
His temple.” (Psalm 27:4) 
Period of the Kings 
Saul — First King of Israel 
Disobeys the Lord 
Rejected of the Lord 
David Succeeds Saul 
Beloved of God 
Obedient to God 
Used of God 
David's Great Sin 
Complete Repentance 
= God's Punishment 
God's Forgiveness 

For three Sundays, beginning today, 
we shall be studying the period of the 
Kings, under the three divisions called 
the United Kingdom, the Northern 
Kingdom (Israel), and the Southern 
Kingdom; about five centuries of time, 
that is from 1095 to 587 B.C., accord- 
ing to Archbishop Ussher’s chronology 
which appears at the head of our Bible 
pages. The period of the United King- 
dom, covering the reigns of Saul, 
David, and Solomon, was three times 
forty years, the length of the reign of 
each, or a total of 120 years, the exact 
length of the life of Moses, which was 
also divided into three periods of forty 
years each. 

Our lesson assigned for today is 
limited to a small portion of David's 
career, particularly to his interest in 
the building of a Temple (wherefore 
the Golden Text referring to it), which 
he was not permitted to build, but he 
did provide much of the material which 
his son Solomon used in its construction 
during his reign, in which there were 
no wars (Solomon’s name means 
“peace”), whereas David had waged 
many wars and had shed much blood 
in the earth (see 1 Chron. 22:7-11). 

It will be of great help and interest 
to get the complete overall picture of 
this historical period of the United 
Kingdom by reading from I Samuel 8 
to I Kings 11, supplemented by the 
reading of 1 Chronicles 10 to 2 Chron- 
icles 9. 

Recently we spoke of the form of 
government in Israel known as theoc- 
racy, the direct rule of God at the time 
of the Patriarchs. Then, in last week's 
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lesson, we were told that, after the 
death of Joshua, during the time cov- 
ered by the book of Judges, “there. was 
no king in Israel; every man did that 
which was right in his own sight” (see 
Jud. 17:6, 18:1; 19:1; 21:25). 

In those days Samuel came upon the 
scene as the son of Hannah (her name 
means “grace”), born in answer to her 
prayers for a son, and whom she dedi- 
cated to the Lord before birth. He was 
a godly man, and sought to mediate 
between his people and God in the 
difficult days, when the priesthood had 
sunk to a morally and spiritually low 
level. (Read 1 Sam. 1-7.) 

It was under such circumstances that 
the elders of Israel appeared before 
Samuel to tell him that the future 
looked dark, since even his own sons, 
upon whom alone they would be look- 
ing for leadership, were not walking 
in the ways of Samuel their father, 
for they were turning aside after lucre, 
taking bribes, and perverting judgment. 
“Give us a king to judge us,” they 
demanded, “that we also may be like 
all the nations; and that our king may 
judge us, and go out before us, and 
fight our battles.” 

But Samuel warned the people, tell- 
ing them that he would take their sons, 
their daughters, the tenth of their 
fields, and of their possessions in gen- 
eral to support his elaborate and ex- 
pensive court, the very reason why the 
kingdom was divided after the death 
of Solomon, since his successor, his son, 
Rehoboam, refused. to reduce the exor- 
bitant taxes Solomon had imposed to 
carry on his elaborate building pro- 
gram. 

But the people did not heed the 
warning, so the Lord said to Samuel, 
“Hearken unto the voice of the people 
in all that they say unto thee; for they 
have not rejected thee, but they have 
rejected Me, that I should not reign 
over them (a clear reference to the 
Theocracy). (Read 1 Samuel 8.) 


Saul — First King of Israel 

Chapters 9-11 show us how, and 
under what strange circumstances, 
Saul, the son of Kish, of the tribe of 
Benjamin was chosen as the first king of 
Israel; annointed as such, 10:1, and 
finally confirmed by the people them- 
selves as their ruler. 


Disobeys the Lord 

But Saul, who had begun with fair 
prospects, soon refused to obey the 
commands of the Lord, which came to 
him through Samuel, still God's spokes- 
man. We may refer to three such oc- 
casions as recorded in 1 Samuel 13, 15, 
and 28, concerning which we should 
read 1 Chron. 10:13-14. 

Rejected of the Lord 
It was because of his disobedience 


that he was rejected of the Lord, so 
that not even his splendid son, Jona- 
than, was permitted to succeed his 
father and to continue his dynasty. In 
1 Samuel 15:28 Samuel pronounces 
judicial sentence upon him in these 
words: ““The Lord hath rent the king- 
dom of Israel from thee this day, and 
hath given it to a neighbor of thine, 
that is better than thou.” 
David Succeeds Saul 

Reference, of course, is made to 
David, son of Jesse, living in Bethlehem 
of Judah, apparently the eighth son, 
ruddy, and of a beautiful countenance, 
and goodly to look to, and a man after 
God’s own heart. To Jesse’s home 
Samuel went (1 Sam. 16) and anointed 
David (his name means “beloved”), 
v. 13, as Saul’s successor. Saul, how- 
ever, rules until his tragic death, in- 
volving also his sons, on Mt. Gilboa, 
in a battle with the Philistines (1 Sam. 
31). 

After David's anointing, we learn 
that the Spirit of the Lord departed 
from Saul, and an evil spirit was per- 
mitted by the Lord to trouble him. 
16:14. To ease his distemper, David 
was called in to play on his harp before 
Saul, an interesting note in view of the 
fact that music is considered to be a 
valuable therapeutic agent in the 
treatment of mental cases today. 

Obedient to God 

After David’s dramatic victory over 
Goliath, he becomes the object of Saul’s 
jealousy (chs. 17-18), and had it not 
been for friendship between Jonathan, 
Saul’s son, and David, the latter might 
have been slain by Saul’s spear. David 
had to flee the court of Saul, to which 
he had been invited, and became an 
exile, spending his time in the wilder- 
ness, finding refuge in the caves of the 
limestone hills in Judah; but not with- 
out friends who sympathized with him, 
left their businesses and families, asso- 
ciated themselves with him in his exile 
and hoping some day to make him king 
(read 1 Chron. 12). 

Many interesting experiences of 
David during his period of exile are 
recorded in 1 Samuel 21-30. Allusions 
to some are found in those Psalms 
which, according to their heading, 
come from this period in David's life. 
We suggest that 1 Samuel 25 and 28 
be read in this connection. 

After the death of Saul and Jona- 
than (ch. 31) David utters a lament 
(sometimes called a threnody) which 
is one of the finer poems in the Old 
Testament (2 Samuel 1:14-27), in 
which there are at least three expres- 
sions often quoted: “Tell it not in 
Gath,” v. 20: “In their death they were 
not divided,” v. 23, and “ How are the 
mighty father,” vs. 19, 25, and 27. 

(Continued on page 36) 
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The books reviewed in these 
columns, and any other books 
of an evangelical nature, can 
be purchased through Eter- 
nity Bock Service, Box 2000, 
Philadelphia 3, Pa. 











Gray & Adams’ Bible Commentary. James 
C. Gray and George M. Adams. Zonder- 
van Publishing’ House, Grand Rapids, 
Mich. 5 volumes. $4.95 each. 

Formerly published as The Biblical Ency- 
clopaedia and Biblical Museum, this thesau- 
rus of illustrations, outlines, and comments 
on the whole Bible has been attractively 
reissued as one of the series of Zondervan 
Reprint Classics. The notes on each book of 
the Bible are prefaced by an introduction 
and an outline. There is a wealth of mate- 
rial in this old reliable work, including per- 
tinent quotations from outstanding preach- 
ers and scholars. Each volume has a subject 
index and an index of anecdotes and illus- 
trative material. The volumes range in size 
from 760 to 1,008 pages. 

Some important passages and phrases are 
not commented upon, and not always are 
the comments as complete as one might 
desire. Even so, this is a storehouse of valu- 
able information. It would be particularly 
helpful to Sunday School teachers and lay 
preachers by virtue of its concise and simple 
exposition of Scripture. It is also certain to 
be most suggestive to pastors and Bible 
teachers who may have more critical helps. 
Indeed, one might find Gray and Adams’ 
Bible Commentary a fine devotional guide 


to the reading of the Scriptures. 
H. W.O. 


The Letters Of St. Paul And Hebrews. 
Arthur S. Way. Moody Press, Chicago, 
1950. 228 p. $2.50. 

Have you ever wanted a translation of 
the Bible you could read aloud with enjoy- 
ment? Have you ever désired to have a 
book written in poetic prose? These things 
and more you can find in The Letters of St. 
Paul and Hebrews, translated by Arthur S. 
Way. 

Arthur S. Way comes well prepared to 
his task. He is known for his great literary 
work in translating the Greek and Latin 
classics. His love for language is to be dis- 
covered in his works. His popularity with 
the reading public is shown by the fact 
that this is the eighth edition of this great 
translation. 


We allow Way to speak for himself: 
“May God Himself, our own Father, may 
our Lord Jesus Christ, helm straight my 
course home again unto you! And you— 
may the Lord fill you more and more—aye, 
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New Hooks 


till you overflow, with love to one another, 
and to all men, even as my heart is full of 
love toward you” (1 Thess. 3:11, 12). 
Translating a great passage preserving 
the Greek cadence he gives us: 
“The Lord Himself, with a reveille-call, 
With the shout of an archangel, 
And with the clarion of God, 
Shall descend from Heaven. 
Then the dead who are in Messiah's 
keep shall be first to rise; 
Then we, the living, yet left on earth, 
Shall be with them caught away 
amidst clouds 
Into the sky, to the meeting with our 
Lord; 
And so forevermore with the Lord 
shall we be. 
With this assurance, therefore, com- 
fort one another” (1 Thess. 4:15-18). 
There is*an idiomatic feel of the author 
which is not lost in translation: 


“For I do long to see you: I want to 
share with you a gift of the Spirit’s 
giving, so that your position may be 
strengthened—in other words, that we 
may, as I mingle with you, be encour- 
aged by the influence of our faith on 

each other” (Rom. 1:11, 12). 

The danger of a work of this kind, is 
that one’s enthusiasm for the Greek may 
become confused with one’s theology. Then 
we have a paraphrase instead of a strict 
translation. The excuse for this is to give 
the Greek spirit to the English reader. Two 
cases in point are the following: 

“Sore need has the world of this mes- 

sage, for the wrath of God is ever be- 

ing revealed from Heaven, to blast all 
godlessness and evil living of men, 
who smother by their evil living the 
germ of truth that they possess” (Rom. 
1:18). 


Now this is essentially the idea, but all 
these words are not in the Greek text. It 
is truth, not germ of truth. The entire 
first clause is not in the text. This is not 
a criticism of Way, for in his introduction 
he sets forth his purpose—to give us a 
translation of ideas rather than a literal 
word by word translation. The reader must -- 
keep his purpose in mind in order to appre- 
ciate the author's work. 

Every minister should have this edition 
of Paul’s letters. It would be even more 
useful if the verse members were printed 
in the margin for ready reference. 


R.L.K. 


Great Pulpit Masters VI. F. B. Meyer. 
Fleming H. Revell, New York. 256 p. 
$2.25. 
“The soul that lives with God seems to 

be like a man passing through a suite of 

rooms in a palace, each room of the suite 
opening into a more gorgeously appointed 
apartment.” These words of F. B. Meyer 
fitly apply to this book of twenty-two ser- 
mons, each one of which gives the reader 

a glimpse into the well-furnished rooms of 

this great man’s soul. 

Colorful words and rich figurative lan- 
guage flow easily with no hint of strain 
from the lips of this minister, convincing 
the reader that he dipped his language out 
of an informed and sincere heart. The ser- 
mons are the messages of a servant of the 
Lord who had learned to dwell deep in 
God. 

These classics are very beneficial to min- 
ister and layman alike. Particularly practi- 
cal are the exhortations and instructions on 
the spirit-filled life. The author seemed to 
sense among his hearers a hunger for a 
deeper and more intense spiritual life and a 
longing to learn from God a mightier power 
than that which vibrated among them. *To 
that end he instructed his hearers in the 
Christ-centered life. These messages may 
be a bit advanced for new Christians, but 
they certainly fill the need of this hour. 

Every minister should have this book in 
his library. 
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Jack W yrtzen, director of the Word of Life Fellow- 
ship and Television broadcast; and Gil_ Dodds, 
world-famed athlete now in the Christian ministry 
will take part in the intensive Evangelistic Crusade 

ich the Pocket Testament League has planned 
Sen April. PRAY — for God’s blessing on this 





Crusade. SHARE — that the preaching and distri- ei oF 
bution of God’s Word may continue unabated. : 
WRITE FOR FREE STORIES of the thrilling movement Dodds . 


of the Holy Spirit in Japan. 
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“He that hath pity upon the poor lendeth unto the 
Lord; and that which he hath given will He pay 
him again.”—Proverbs 19:17. 











Americans today enjoy a higher standard of living and buy 
more luxuries than any people in history. 

Our evangelical brethren in France and Greece have none 
of our luxuries and their standard of living is appallingly low. 

Out of your abundant daily diet will you set aside something 
to help these, your brethren, whose food for a week might well be 
less than what you eat in a day? Or, after looking through your 
clothes closet, will you give the price of the new suit you were 
going to buy to help those whose best is poorer than your worst? 


Yet it is not only in the physical realm that they want your 
help. What you send will also be used to make sure that they 
can remain spiritually strong. Truly out of our riches we can afford 
to “lend to the Lord” that He might thus bless these, our brethren 
in their poverty. 


Checks and other gifts should be sent to 


COMMISSION ON AID TO THE CHURCHES 
308 South 17th Street ° Philadelphia 3, Pa. 


HAROLD JOHN OCKENGA DONALD GREY BARNHOUSE 


Chairman of the Committee on Chairman of the Commission on 
International Relations Aid to the Churches 


Official receipt, valid for i will be sent to each donor. 














TOMORROW 
(Continued from page 11) 
put to death, and that this body was 
taken up physically into a literal 


Heaven, from whence He shall lit- 
erally return? The answer has been 


given by Dr. Oxnam elsewhere, as he © 


denies every one of these cardinal 
principles of the faith which we hold. 
Let us face the fact that His Christ 
is another Christ and that His God 
is another God. I am willing to say 
that His God is my Devil and that the 
God whom he hates is my God. 

, Listen to Dr. Oxnam and his desire 
to be re-ordained. “I would gladly 
kneel in a service of mutual sharing 
in which the blessings of the differing 
ordinations might be conferred upon 
me. It would be for me a sacred and 
heart-warming moment to have the 
hands of Harry Emerson Fosdick 
placed upon my head and the inde- 
pendence of the Baptist tradition 
symbolically passed to me; and simi- 
larly to receive from Henry Sloane 
Coffin the rich traditions, the clear 
thought, and the democratic spirit of 
the Presbyterians ; from Henry Knox 
Sherrill all that lies in the concept of 
the historic episcopate; from Rufus 
Jones, if he were still with us, the 
insights of the silences, the concerns 
that come from intimate communion 
with the Eternal; and to have be- 
stowed upon me as blessings all that 
the others who might participate pos- 
sess.” 

Isn’t that positively horrible? Fos- 
dick has publicly professéd his hatred 
of the doctrine of the atonement, say- 
ing in an article written by him in the 
Ladies’ Home Journal that he had 
always thought little of the doctrine 
of blood sacrifice, but that when he 
saw a goat killed by the Arabs in the 
Sinaitic peninsula he knew that he 
positively hated the doctrine of a 
blood sacrifice. Coffin has publicly de- 
nied the doctrine of the Virgin Birth 
and has stated in one of his books 
that the death 6¢f Christ had no more 
relationship to the sins of men living 
today than it did to the sins of the 
men who built the pyramids of Egypt. 
Rufus Jones was a publicly acknowl- 
edged Unitarian and lived all of his 
life as a Unitarian among the Quak- 
ers. The only possible Christian 
among the four mentioned among the 
four from whom Oxnam would ac- 
cept reordination is Sherrill, whose 
faith as an Episcopalian is based on 
the thirty-nine articles and who has 
never been guilty of denying any of 
the fundamentals of the faith. 

In another paragraph, Bishop Ox- 


nam seems to think that the matters 
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which are holding up church union 
are “apostolic succession, immersion, 
ritual, episcopacy, second blessing, 
ruling elders, and much more.” A 
great many men who are fundamen- 
tal believers in the Word of God 
would say that the much more is the 
important thing, and that there can 


be no talk of union until there is one- . 


ness of belief in the Person and work 
of Christ. Until then, no agreement 
is possible. 

The picture of what these unifica- 
tion men want to achieve is set forth. 
“United action in many fields would 
follow rapidly. Our foreign or over- 
seas missions could become one within 
the world organization and fellow- 
ship. We could have a common hym- 
nal. There could be a Protestant daily 
paper. With what strength we could 
take up the modern media of radio 
and of television, and use them both 
for the glory of God! Visual educa- 
tion would cease to be the sorry at- 
tempt of amateurs who enter a field 
calling for the highest art. A united 
Protestantism could summon the tal- 
ents of the greatest artists of the 
earth, and from the screen would 
come the message of our Lord. There 
could be a united system of higher 
education, unitedly supported, in 
which we would train the lay leader- 
ship of our church, the teachers for 
our colleges and universities, and, in 
united theological seminaries, the 
ministers of the church.” 

He continues, “The union of Amer- 
ican Christianity would electrify the 
world and accelerate the trends to- 
ward union in every continent. We 
speak with the authority of experi- 
ence. We have achieved union. The 
experience of Methodists in a united 
church validates faith in the larger 
union.” 

I.am willing to say that the last 
sentence is a positive misstatement. 
Go through the southern part of the 
United States. Ask any Southern 
Baptist minister what has been the 
tendency m the Methodist Church in 
the Southern states since the union 
with the Northern Church. You will 
get an almost united answer that the 
union has led to greater and greater 
apostacy, and that the truth of God 
is fast fading from the Methodist pul- 
pits, except in some of the rural areas 
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of the South. But their seminaries 
have long since gone to the Antichrist. 

We do not make this merely as a 
charge. Many years ago, when gold 
was still to be had in the banks, and 
before the union of the two branches 
of the Methodist Church, we stated 
in an editorial article that there was 
no theological seminary in the North- 
ern branch of the Methodist church 
that was still faithful to the Word of 
God, and we offered to send one hun- 
dred dollars in gold to any theological 
seminary of -the Methodist Church 
(North) whose president would write 
a letter and state that every member 


of his faculty believed and taught that 
Jesus Christ was God the Son, and 
that salvation was alone by the death 
of the Lord Jesus Christ. At the time 
we had many letters from Methodists 
who told us that there was no such 
seminary left, and that our hundred 
dollars would never be called for. It 
has never been asked for yet. 

In another book on the ecumenical 
movement, written by the Right Rev- 
erend Angus Dunn, we find the fol- 
lowing: “As we come together out of 
our many traditions, some will say, 
‘Church, Bible, Spirit ; but the great- 
est of these is Spirit.’ Others will say, 
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‘Church, Spirit, Bible; but the great- 
est of these is Bible.’ Still others, 
‘Bible, Spirit, Church ; but the great- 
est of these is Church.’ We are sure 
that Church, Scripture, the living ex- 
perience of the Spirit, cannot be put 
asunder where God has joined them 
together.” 


These words have an air of truth, 
but a close examination will reveal the 
error. All who hold to such ideas are 
equating church organizations with 
church organism. We dare to say that 
church organization becomes worth- 
less where the reality of the organism 
is not recognized. The Holy Spirit 
will never exalt the church organiza- 
tion, certainly. In fact, He will not 
exalt the church organism. He will 
exalt the tiving Lord Jesus Christ, but 
always the Christ of the Bible, and 
none other. We dare to say that there 
is true church union, and that it is 
becoming more and more profound 
every day. One of the outstanding 
leaders of the Southern Baptist 
Church in Texas told me of what he 
had seen in the last ten years. There 
is a remarkable movement toward 
those who are truly born again in 
other denominations. They are sure, 
of course, that they are absolutely 
right on their positions which mark 
them denominationally, but they have 
recognized that they are not the only 
ones who are born again. There are 
a few in the denomination who are 
making eyes at the ecumenical move- 
ment, but that is not what we are 
talking about. We hope that, if nec- 
essary, the Baptists of the South will 
enter into a hard-shell and block up 
the shell after they are inside, rather 
than break down their strong stand 
on the fundamentals of the faith. 


I, myself, would be delighted to 
work more and more within the 
churches of the Southern Baptist 
Convention. But if it were a choice 
of taking in the ecumenical move- 
ment at the same time they took in 





“ . ” 20 bright Bible 
Objectalks aah ilies anol 


girls illustrated by familiar objects. 


“Talks on Texts” 20 ch -. 
ermons. Illustrated by fascinating 
illustrations. 
“Paper Tearing Talks”— 


talks. Paper is folded then torn 
and the object is unfolded. Interesting to 
aid and young. Full directions. 

One Pastor writes ‘Your Mae. are the 
best I have ever used or have been able 
to find.”” Each set $1.00. ail Three $2.00. 


55 talks — a whele year with the 
Chlldres. Over 100,800. in use. 


HADDON SERVICE 
Box 164-E Pairfield, Conn. 





ETERNITY 





ccniametenmesenenseene wea 

















WORLD RELIEF COMMISSION 


OF 


NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF EVANGELICALS | 
Christian Relief with a Gospel Message 








gelical representatives. 


Please send all clothing to: 


536 W. 46th Street 
New York 19, N. Y. 


536 W. 46th Street 
New York 19, N. Y. 





people like myself to minister among 
them, then I would say, Keep me out, 
also, lest you get poison in when you 
let down the bars. 

There is one good thing in Oxnam’s 
book. He confesses that the secre- 
tariat takes on the characteristics of 
hierarchy.- How true this is. We be- 
lieve that much of the movement to- 
ward church union has been towards 
the establishment of a Protestant 
Vatican, and that the Board Secre- 
taries would be cardinals, and elect a 
president who would tend to be a 
Pope. The finality of such a thing 
might not come to pass within Prot- 
estantism, but the groundwork would 
be laid so that the whole thing could 
drift into Rome ultimately. 

The Devil is working for the union 
of organizations; the Holy Spirit is 
working for the union of the or; 
ism. Both tendencies are visible ; both 
will come to pass. The tares are get- 
ting ripe; the wheat is getting ripe. 
Let all who know that they are born 
again and thus in the organism, pray 
for every member of the body of 
Christ, that we may all be one Christ, 
no matter how varied we may be and 
diverse in our organizations. 
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FILLED WITH THE FULLNESS 
OF GOD 
(Continued from page 17) 


been thrilled with their import, we, 
too, should be ready to praise our 
Father in Heaven with a fitting dox- 
ology. In the closing verses (20, 
21), Paul prays, “Now to Him, who 
is able to do all things beyond meas- 
ure, that which we can ask or think.” 
That is to say, Paul is giving praise 
to the God of full provision. You 
cannot think of anything He has for- 
gotten. You cannot ask for anything 


‘ which He has not already provided. 


With David you must say, “The Lord 
is My Shepherd, / shall not want.” 
Our God and Heavenly Father knows 
the end from the beginning. His 
strength is made perfect through our 
weakness. “He is the One who is 
able.” 


Remember, Paul wants us to know 
this in our daily experience. He con- 
tinues, “according to the power that 
worketh in us.” That is to say, the 
fullness of God will teach us to live 
from His ability and not from our 
poverty. For it is His ability, His 
power, His dynamite, which is acti- 


All gifts to the World Relief Commission are deductible for 
income tax purposes. 


vating, or working in us. St. Jerome 
uses the term operatur, the Greek, 
energeo, from which we get the Eng- 
lish words* “operate” and “energy. 

We are God’s instruments on earth. 
By us He operates on the souls of 
men. We must be fit instruments for 
the Master’s use. It is the love of 
God that keeps us fit for His service. 


Thus Paul. can conclude with the 
statement, “To Him is the glory in 
the Church and in Christ Jesus unto 
all the generations of the eternal 
ages.” What does this mean? The 
world may show forth His power. 
Nature in all its beauty may show 
forth His workmanship. But you 
and I, as the called out assembly, we 
alone have the privilege, in fellow- 
ship with our blessed Lord to show 
forth the “glory” or “lordlikeness of 
the Father.” Man’s chief end was to 
enjoy God and glorify Him forever. 
Man lost this privilege in the fall. 
But as the elect, and the redeemed, 
the separated and the beloved, it is 
our glorious privilege not as men, but 
as sons, to “glorify God and enjoy 
Him through the generations of the 
eternal ages.” 
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LETTERS FROM KOREA 
(Continued from page 24) 


Theological Seminary, out to a Korean 
Army Replacement Center where 
troops are trained to take the places of 
the losses at the front, 20,000 men, and 
he has just about convinced the Com- 
mander into appointing him as a 
“teacher” to work among his men. It 
was the Korean Colonel’s ingenious 
way of providing for a chaplain in an 
organizational setup that doesn’t have 
any such office. ‘ 


Pusan, Korea 
February 16 


Many, many thanks for your kind- 
ness in forwarding the check for 
$50.00. It is like manna from Heaven 
for an orphanage, the group of young- 
sters the Bethany Church of Seoul is 
looking after. That church is a con- 
gregation of 4,000 refugees from the 
North. When they evacuated from 
Seoul to Pusan they brought all the 
children with them, and this gift will 
be a tremendous boost to their finances. 

I am glad to hear that you could use 
some of the material in my letters. The 
enclosed pictures will help you visualize 
the wonderful opportunities I am hav- 
ing with the Prisoners of War. I trust 
you will give all the prayer support 
you can to this tremendous challenge. 

ETERNITY will be glad to forward 
any gifts to Mr. Voelkel for his work 


in Korea. 


SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSONS 
(Continued from page 30) 
After the death of Saul; a sort of 
countergovernment is set up against the 


regime of David, who for seven years ° 


rules over Judah at Hebron. At the 
head of that government, Abner, who 
had been Saul’s general-in-chief set up 
Ishbosheth as king (2 Samuel 2:8, 9) 
over the tribes of Israel, leaving David 
as king over Judah. But the northern 
kingdom gradually declined in influ- 
ence, 3:1, until Ishbosheth was assas- 
sinated, 4:7, while lying on his bed. 
The assassiris brought his head to 
David, thinking they would be pleasing 
him, but he at once ordered them to be 
summarily executed for such a coward- 
ly-act. (See also 2 Sam. 1:13-16). 
Following the collapse of the govern- 
ment in the north after the death of 
Ishbosheth, representatives of the 
northern tribes came to David in 
Hebron, to suggest to him that he be- 
come the king of all the tribes, because 
of his goodly behavior during Saul's 
regime, and because of the evident 
favor of the Lord upon him. He con- 
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sented and was therefore anointed king 
of all Israel, 5:3 (in our printed 
lesson). 


Used of God 


David was thirty years of age when 
he began to reign (v. 4), as was Joseph 
when he began his reign as Pharaoh's 
assistant in the government (Gen. 41: 
46), and so was’ Jesus, at the beginning 
of His ministry, as Luke tells us in 3:23. 

David's capital was moved to Jeru- 
salem, farther north, and nearer to the 
center of the country, located on the 
hills occupied by the Jebusites, whom 
David dislodged, the last Canaanitish 
tribe to be subdued, and therefore 
usually the last one named in the list 
of those tribes. The wives of David, 
and the names of his children born in 
Hebron and Jerusalem respectively are 
given in 2 Samuel 3:2-5 and 5:13-16. 
One verse from Chapter 8 is incor- 
porated in our printed lesson text, 
v. 15, telling us that David reigned over 
all Israel, executing judgment and 
justice unto all his people. 

One of the fine acts of David was 
to pension Mephibosheth, grandson of 
Saul and son of Jonathan, for life, 
giving him a seat at the king's table, 
and a plot of ground, the produce of 
which was to support him. 

Mephibosheth was lame in both his 
feet, but not as the result of infantile 
paralysis, as a western physician stated 
some years ago in a Jewish medical 
journal, but as the result of an accident 
recorded in 2 Samuel 4:4. 


David’s Great Sin 

There is a dark page on the record 
of David's life—his sin with Bath- 
sheba, the wife of Uriah, the Hittite, 
2 Samuel 11-12. Surely we may léarn 
from his conduct the importance of the 
injunction: “Let him that thinketh he 
standeth, take heed lest he fall.” Read 
Psalm 51, David's sincere repentance, 
after he heard from Nathan the 
prophet that his sin was known to God. 
He was forgiven, but as punishment, 
the sword was never to depart from 
his house. Let this prophecy introduce 
the story of Absalom's rebellion against 
his father. Chapters 13-18. 

Upon David's death Solomon suc- 
ceeded him, according to a promise 
which David made to Bathsheba. He 
had to put to death some of those who 
had opposed his father, David, and who 
might, as fifth columnists, sabotage his 
reign. (1 Kings 1-2.) 

Solomon, unfortunately, made alli- 
ances with women of neighboring 
courts, such as the daughter of Phar- 
aoh, 3:1. Read particularly 11:1-8, the 
result of which was the introduction of 
idolatry into Israel, the development 
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of which carries over into the lesson of 
next week. 

But for one thing in particular Sol- 
omon will always be remembered. He 
carried out the wishes of his father, 
David, in that he erected the temple 
which David had wished to build. So in 
the last printed portion of our lesson, 
1 Chronicles 22:17-19 (and read, be- 
ginning at verse 6), David commanded 
the princes of Israel to help Solomon, 
now that the military operations and 
conquests of David were ended, to set 
their heart.and soul to seek the Lord, 
to arise and build the sanctuary of the 
Lord God, and to bring the ark of the 
covenant and the sacred vessels into 
the house that was to be built to the 
name of the Lord God. 

It will be helpful to read the whole 
account of the construction and dedi- 
cation of this great structure in 1 Kings 
5-8. Hiram, King of Tyre, a personal 
friend of David, furnished Solomon 
with material and laborers for the proj- 
ect, ch. 5. Chapter 8 brings us to the 
dedication (read Ex. 40 for the dedica- 
tion of the Tabernacle), at which cere- 
mony Solomon prayed for God's Bless- 
ing upon Israel, the longest prayer 
recorded in the Bible. 


MAY 13, 1951 
The Northern Kingdom 
(Temperance Lesson) 
LESSON TEXT: | KINGS 12:20, 


16:23-28,30; AMOS 6:1-6 


Golden Text: “Righteousness exalteth a 
nation, but sin is a reproach to any 
people.” (Proverbs 14:34) 
The Kingdom Divided 
Rehoboam 
Jeroboam 
No Blessing in Israel 
Idolatry 
Omri and Ahab 
God Ignored 
The story of the Northern Kingdom 
begins with the twelfth chapter of 1 
Kings and ends with the ‘captivity of 
the so-called northern ten tribes fol- 
lowing upon the siege and fall of 
Samaria, the capital of the Northern 
Kingdom, as described in 2 Kings 17. 
1 Kings 12 is the account of how the 
United Kingdom of last week's lesson 
came to be divided. Solomon had car- 
ried on a very extensive and elaborate 
building program, entailing heavy taxes. 
Upon his death he was succeeded by his 
son, Rehoboam, whose coronation took 
place at Shechem in the exact center 
of Israel's land. 
But there was a man by the name of 


_Jeroboam who was destined to contest 


the succession of Rehoboam as heir to 
his father’s throne.. 1 Kings 11:26-40 
tells us the reason. Solomon had intro- 
duced the worship of the gods of the 
heathen nations round about into Is- 


rael, v. 33. Attached to Solomon's 
court was this man Jeroboam to whom 
Solomon had assigned important duties, 


.v. 28, apparently involving hard labor 


for the house of Joseph, that is, the ' 
tribe of Ephraim. : 

This may be the reason why Jero- 
boam “lifted up his hand against the 
king,” Solomon, at the same time arous- 
ing the resentment of the Ephraimites 
against the ruling house of David, of 
the tribe of Judah. With a dramatic 
gesture, vs. 29-32, a prophet by the 
name of Ahijah informed Jeroboam 
that God would rend the northern ten 
tribes from Rehoboam and give them 
to him, leaving one tribe to Rehoboam 
(really two, Judah and Benjamin, 
12:23, but practically one). 

When Solomon heard about this, it 
was, naturally, not safe for Jeroboam 
to remain at his court. He therefore 
fled to Egypt, where he remained until 
Solomon's death. He was at once sum- 
moned by his friends, and with them 
appeared at Shechem in order to make 
certain demands of Rehoboam, as for- 
mulated in 12:4. “Thy father made 
our yoke grievous; now therefore make 
thou the grievous service of thy father, 
and his heavy yoke which he put upon 
us, lighter, and we will serve thee.” He 
asked them to allow three days for him 
to think the matter over, and to return 
to receive his answer after the three 
days. 
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During that interval he consulted 
with the old men who had been Sol- 
omon’s advisers. They replied to his 
question as to what answer he should 
return to the people: “If thou wilt be 
a servant unto this people this day, and 
wilt serve them, and answer them, and 
speak good words to them, then will 
they be thy servants forever.” 

He forsook their counsel, however, 
and turned to the young men who had 
grown up with him, asking them what 
answer he should return to the people. 
Their suggestion in vs. 1 Jee can be 
summed up in these words: “Get all 
you can while the getting is good!” 

No Blessing in Israel 

The people returned, as they were 
told to do, and heard this disappointing 
answer from Rehoboam, echoing the 
reply which the young men had sug- 
gested: “My father made your yoke 
heavy, and I will add to your yoke; my 
father also chastised you with whips, 
but I will chastise you with scorpions.” 
This was indeed rough talk, v. 13, with 
the clear implication that taxes would 
continue to rise. ; 

The reaction was immediate. “What 
portion have we in David?” they cry, 
“neither have we inheritance in the son 
of Jesse; to your tents, O Israel; now 
see to thine own house, David.” So 
Israel departed unto their tents. The 
rupture was complete. Rehoboam ruled 
in Jerusalem over Judah and Benjamin, 
but made a futile gesture by sending 
Adoram into the northern area to col- 
lect taxes, but he was stoned to death. 
Rehoboam was planning to invade the 
territory of Israel (row the name of 
the -Northern Kingdom, as Judah was 
of the Southern Kingdom) with a large 
army, but was dissuaded from doing so 
by a prophet named Shemaiah. 

Into this picture fits the statement as 
recorded in the first printed verse of 
our lesson, 12:20; “And it came to 
pass, when all Israel heard that Jero- 
boam was come again, that they sent 
and called him unto the congregation, 
and made him king over all Israel; 
there was none that followed the house 
of David, but the tribe of Judah only,” 
adding the statement in the next verse 
“with the tribe of Benjamin.” 


Idolatry 

In 11:38 Ahizah promised God's 
blessing upon Jeroboam if he would 
obey His commands, walk in His ways, 
and do what was right in His sight. 
But he did not do so. His first act was 
to erect two calves of gold, one at 
Bethel (the “house of God”) and the 
other in Dan, far to the north. This he 
did so that the people might not feel 
it necessary to go to the Temple in 
Jerusalem to worship Jehovah, for said 
he concerning the calves of gold: “these 





are thy gods, O Israel, which brought 
thee up out of the land of Egypt.” He 
also ordained a festival for the fifteenth 
day of the eighth month, devised of 
his own heart, instead of in the seventh 
month, as had been originally ordained 
for Israel (Lev. 23:34). 

Thus we find a total pagan “setup” 
in Israel. Time and again we read of 
Jeroboam, and in the sin wherewith 
he made Israel to sin. As a result of 
the rapid increase of idolatry in Israel, 
God's blessing could not rest ‘upon the 


_ nation. There were nineteen kings in 


Israel, but because of assassinations, and 
even a suicide, these nineteen kings 
represented nine different dynasties, 
some of which reigned but a short time. 

In Judah there was a single dynasty, 
that of David, in order that the line 
might continue to include the Messiah 
who was to come of the seed of David, 
which is the significance of the gene- 
alogy of Luke 3:23-31. This was defin- 
itely according to the promise given to 
David. 

Omri and Ahab 


Our next printed portion brings us 
to the reigns of Omri and Ahab, when 
idolatry reaches its climax, bringing 
upon the scene the first of a long series 
of men, known as the prophets, whom 
God sent to His people, who had aban- 
doned Him, but whom He will not 
abandon without most serious warning 
and tender entreaty. ' 

After the troublous days described 
in 16:1-21, Omri becomes king of Is- 
rael, v. 22. He was a more powerful 
ruler than the few verses referring to 
his reign would indicate. One point of 
interest during his regime was the 
transfer of the capital from Tirzah, 
where he reigned six years, to Samaria, 
where he reigned another six years, a 
very important city throughout the two 
centuries of Israel's history which 
ended in 722 B.C. 

Names of places are sometimes de- 
rived from the names of persons, al- 
though family names have sometimes 
been derived from geographical place- 
names. In this case, Omri is said to 
have bought a hill from a man named 
Shemer, upon which he built a city, 
naming the hill and the city, Shomer- 
on (see the reference column at 16:24). 
Since one cannot write the sound ef 
“sh” in Greek letters, this word Shom- 
eron eventually became in English, 
Samaria, through the influence of the 
Greek language. 

The Hebrew word, Shomeron, de- 
rived from the name of Shemer, may be 
related to the Hebrew verb, shamar, 
meaning a watch-tower or outlook, very 
appropriate indeed when considering 
its position overlooking an extensive 
area, as the writer of these notes can 
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testify. Very interesting ruins and arti- 
facts have been discovered in the dig- 
gings made by archaeologists on the site. 
The city came to be known for its 
vices, a realistic description of which 
may be read in Isaiah 28:1-8, with par- 
ticular’ reference to drunkenness, vs. 1, 
3, 7 and 8. This description likely ac- 
counts for the appointment of today’s 
lesson as a temperance lesson. (See also 
Amos 6:1-6.) 

Practically all,of the kings of the 
Northern Kingdom were wicked, for 
they “wrought evil in the eyes of the 
Lord.” Of Omri it is stated that he 
did worse than all that were before him. 
He died and was buried in Samaria. He 
was succeeded by his son, Ahab, who 
reigned for the comparatively long 
period of twenty-two years. 

The same statement is made concern- 
ing him, in that he did evil in the sight 
of the Lord above all that were before 
him, evidently implying a progressive 
moral decline. One of the most fateful 
acts of his was his marriage with Jeze- 
bel, the daughter of the king of the 
Zidonians, who lived along the coast 
north of the territory of Israel, in 
Phoenicia. 


This compounded the evil of idolatry, 


for, because of Jezebel, Ahab had to . 


make room for a temple to Baal in 
Samaria, where he himself became a 
devotee of the Baalim, and thus before 
his people he encouraged the worst 
phases of idolatrous worship and prac- 
tices. 

The sins and ¢rimes of Ahab are de- 
scribed in the chapters which follow, 
culminating in his death in 1 Kings 22, 
where he is slain in battle, and dogs 
lick his blood as it drips from his char- 
iot while it is being washed after the 
battle. The part which Elijah plays 
during the hectic days of Ahab’s reign, 
beginning at 17:1, should not be over- 
looked in the teaching of this lesson. 

As time passed, conditions in Israel 
did not improve, but God continued to 
send prophets to woo the people away 
from idolatry unto Himself. Amos was 
one of them. He undoubtedly carried 
a heavy burden on his heart (his name 
means a “burden™) because of the in- 
different, heedless, and careless leaders 
of the nation. They were quite content 
with conditions, as long as they could 
enjoy their luxuries and revelries and 
as long as no one bothered them by 
threatening judgment upon them and 
upon the nation. 6:1-6. 

Israel was the nation chosen by God 
from among all the nations, but the 
leaders, instead of trusting in God, 
trusted in the mountain of Samaria. 
The people coming to them as their 
rulers, found very little real help or 
sympathy for they were more inter- 
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Dear Dr. 


Barnhouse : 


As I listened. to The Bible Study Hour, 
my heart rejoiced once more as I heard God's 


Word proclaimed so clearly. 


Sunday after Sunday as I listen to the 
Book of Romans so wonderfully explained my 
I wish to become a 
partner in this great work, and to contribute 
I have postponed pledging a spe- 
ecified amount because of our many expenses 
on a limited income, but after listening to 
today's lesson I feel I can't afford not 
to give regularly. 
May God ever bless you in sending forth 


heart is greatly blessed. 
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His Word. 
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ested in themselves. They, in their 
thinking, put off the evil day as though 
there would be no punishment or judg- 
ment, hence in their judicial acts “they 
caused the seat of violence to come 
near,” that is, they prepared a seat or 
throne close by for wickedness and vio- 
lence, which means that the people did 
not receive justice under debauched 
rulers. 


Verses 4-6 represent the rulers of 
Israel as reclining upon couches inlaid 
with ivory, upon divans at the banquet- 
ing tables, gluttonously eating of meat 
from cattle fattened in the stall; drink- 
ing their wine out of huge bowls, amid 
crooning and jazz, shall we say; their 
bodies anointed with most expensive 
perfumes, unguents and oils. Looks 
like the atmosphere of the night club! 


In verse 2; Amos cites the names of 
important cities from the northeast to 
Gath in the southwest, to remind Israel 
that Judah and Israel, by the favor of 
God, are greater than they. Why then 
should the leaders of Israel not ac- 
knowledge God, rule. the people in 
equity, and realize that judgment will 
surely come upon them before long be- 
cause of their indifference to every- 
thing sacred and holy. 


Is there a lesson here for our coun- 
try? Are we taking pride in our 
achievements? (See Dan. 4:30.) Do we 
think that we, as a nation, are God's 
pet child? Can we go on indefinitely 
ignoring the Lord’s Day, harboring the 
liquor traffic, the cause of so many 
evils, and “putting off the evil day” as 
though we were immune to the judg- 


ments of God? 
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IN THE PLAIN OF MAMRE (18:1) 
IN SODOM (19:1) 


Mamre means fatness, and it was in He- 
bron, which means communion. It was here 
that the Lord met Abraham. Sodom is the 
arch-picture of the world in all its corrup- 
tion. The Lord appeared to Abraham in 
communion and blessing and began to reveal 
Himself and His plans to this highly-favored 
servant. The Lord had to seek out Lot in 
the midst of his carnal surroundings and ~ 
move to deliver him by force. Abraham 
had by slow steps been brought on by God 
to the terms of intimacy and divine friend- 
ship which were now to yield such rich 
results; Lot had gone on by selfish and wil- 
ful choice to the place he occupied in the 
God-denying world. You are living in fat- 
ness, in full communion with God, or you 
are living out of full communion, and in the 
midst of the world. 


LORD, MAY WE KNOW EXACTLY WHERE 
WE ARE. 
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PURGATORY OR GLORY 


(Continued from page 19) 


and Calvin, and those who followed 
in their train, and brought back into 
the glorious liberty of the children of 
God. In Galatians five, we read: 
“Stand fast, therefore, in the liberty 
wherewith Christ hath set you free, 
and be not entangled again the yoke 
of bondage. Behold I, Paul, say unto 
you, that if you be circumcised, Christ 
shall profit you nothing. For I testify 
again to every man who is circum- 
cised, that he is a debtor to do the 
whole law. Christ is become of no 
effect unto you whosoever of you are 
justified by the law. Ye are fallen 
from grace.” 


The Devil, of course, likes to keep 
people in thralldom. And the Devil 
has taken this phrase, “fallen from 
grace,” and has twisted it out of its 
context. “Falling from grace” is 
used only in this one verse in the 
Bible. “Falling from grace” is not 
getting drunk or committing other 
sins; it is falling into false theology. 


I do not want to be misunderstood. 


for I do believe that a person who 
is truly born again will do as well as 
hear the Gospel. He will be a doer of 
the Word, and nota hearer only. But 
what I am saying is that this passage 
in Galatians does not teach that truth. 
Eternal security must not be eternal 
presumption. The argument here is 
with the Jews who said, “I_believe in 
Christ but . . . you must also keep the 
ceremony and the ritual, and you must 


also practice circumcision.” To this 
Paul answers, “Stand fast in the lib- 
erty with which Christ has made us 
free.” What is the nature of that 
liberty? It is freedom from the law. 
We sing: 


Free from the law, O happy condi- 
tion, 

Jesus hath bled, and there is remis- 
sion ; 

= the law and bruised by the 
a ’ 

Grace hath redeemed us once for all. 


Once for all, O sinner, receive it, 

Once for all, O brother, believe it ; 

Cling to the cross, the burden will 
fall, 

Christ hath redeemed us, once for all. 


Now are we free—there’s no condem- 
nation, 

Jesus provides a perfect salvation ; 

“Come unto Me,” O hear His sweet 
call, 

Come, and He saves us once for all. 


When our Lord died on the cross 
He said, “It is finished.” Now, if 
you say you believe in Christ and add 
plus circumcision, Christ shall profit 
you nothing. If you believe you can 
be saved by a part of the law, you, 
therefore, must be saved by the whole 
law for the death of Christ is void 
as far as you are concerned, argues 
the apostle. What God is saying is 
that the moment a man puts a’ plus 
sign after Christ, God cancels out 


‘Christ. Thus, if the Catholic Church 
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‘Women’s Christian Medical College 
Ludhiana, India 
Training young Indian women to 


become 

mid-wives 
The new Government of India is demanding an up- 
grading of this medical college by 1952. If this is 
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says Christ plus water, plus bread, 


plus oil, plus purgatory, God says 
then I cancel Christ out. For Christ 
is Saviour of all or not at all. 

One who is familiar with the Bible 
will see immediately that the doctrine 
of salvation taught therein and the 
doctrine as taught by the church are 
mutually exclusive. Martin Luther 
well summed up the difference be- 
tween Protestant and Catholic theol- 
ogy in his use of the word “alone” 
when he said men are saved by the 
blood of Christ alone. For this one- 
time monk discovered that the way 
to true salvation lay in the finished 
work of Christ on the cross. God’s 
righteousness is to be found in the 
Gospel made available to the sinner 
through the death of Christ. 


Total Forgiveness 


But what has this to do with purga- 
tory? Simply this! Christ died for 
our sins. There is nothing for us but 
total forgiveness. We cannot suffer 
for our sins for they are under His 
blood. The sinner has forgiveness. 
His part is to accept the pardon. 
There is no place for purgatory. Fur- 
thermore; the words of our blessed 
Lord confirm the great apostle. “Ver- 
ily, verily, 1 say unto you, he that 
heareth My words and believeth on 
Him that sent Me hath everlasting 
life, and shall not come into judg- 
ment, but is passed from death unto 
life.” For the true believer, there is 
no real death, let alone a purgatory. 
Jesus died for us. He- experienced 
the reality that we might have merely 
the shadow. With David we) say: 
“though I pass through the valley of 
the shadow of death, I will fear no 
evil, for thou art with me.” With 
Paul we can say, “to be absent from 
the body is to be present with the 
Lord.” 

What makes the difference between 
purgatory and glory. The finished 
work of Christ. If Christ’s work be 
not finished, we have no glory. If 
Christ’s work be finished, and we rest 
our all upon it, then there can be no 
purgatory for the true believer. Pur- 
gatory at its best is but the diseased 
figment of a deranged imagination 
which has proved a bonanza to an 
unconscionable church. 

Let us stand fast in our liberty. 
Let us declare this freedom to all. 
Let us be grateful that we are headed 
not for an agonizing life after death 
in a purgatory out of which there is 
no known deliverance, but for glory, 
our Lord’s presence, where we shall 
ever be with Him. 
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JOHN WESLEY 
(Continued from page 13) 


Jesus. For by grace are ye saved, 
through faith; and that not of your- 
selves” (Eph. 2:4-8). Of yourselves 
cometh neither your faith nor your sal- 
vation: “It is the gift of God”; the free, 
undeserved gift; the faith through 
which ye are saved, as well as the sal- 
vation, which He of His own good 
pleasure gives with it. That you believe 
is one instance of His grace; that be- 
lieving you are saved, is another. “Not 
of works, lest any man should boast.” 
All our works, all our so-called right- 


eousness, which were ours before our ~ 


believing merited nothing of God but 
condemnation. So far were they from 
deserving faith, which, therefore, when- 
ever given, is not of works. Neither 
is salvation affected by the works we 
do after we believe: for it is then God 
that worketh in us: and, therefore, that 
He giveth us a reward for what He 
Himself worketh only commendeth the 
riches of His mercy, but leaveth us 
nothing whereof to glory. - 


However, may not speaking thus of 
the mercy of God, as saving or justi- 
fying freely by faith only, encourage 
men in sin? Indeed it may: many will 
“continue in sin that grace may 
abound.” But their blood is upon their 
own heads. The goodness of God 
ought to lead them to repentance; and 
so it will those who are sincere of heart. 
When they know there is yet for- 
giveness with Him, they will cry aloud 
that He should blot out their sins also 
through faith which is in Jesus. And 
if they earnestly cry and faint not; if 
they seek Him in all the means He 
hath appointed; if they refuse to be 
comforted until He come to them; He 
will save them. 7 


And He can do much work in a short 
time. Many are the examples, in the 
Acts of the Apostles, of God's shedding 
abroad this faith in men’s hearts, even 
like lightning falling from Heaven. In 
the same hour that Paul and Silas be- 
gan to preach, the jailer “repented, 
believed, and was baptized”: as were 
three thousand by Peter on the day of 
Pentecost who all repented and be- 
lieved at his first preaching. And 
blessed be God, there are now many 
living proofs that He is still “mighty 
to save.” 


But may this not lead some to say, 
“If a man cannot be saved by all that 
he can do, this will drive men to de- 
spair”? True, to despair of being saved 
by their own works, their own merits, 
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or righteousness.. And so it ought; for 
none can trust in the merits of Christ 
till he has utterly renounced his own. 
He that “goeth about to establish his 
own righteousness” cannot receive the 
righteousness of God. The righteous- 
ness which is of faith cannot be given 
him while he trusts in that which is of 
the law. 


This, it is said, is an uncomfortable 
doctrine. The Devil spoke like himself, 
that is without either truth or shame 
when he dared to suggest this to men. 
It is, rather, the only comfortable one, 
it is very full of comfort, “‘to all self- 
destroyed, self - condemned sinners.” 
“Whosoever believeth on Him shall-not 
be ashamed: the same Lord over all is 
rich unto all that call upon Him.” 
Here is comfort, high as Heaven, 
stronger than death! What? Mercy 
for all? For Zaccheus, a public robber? 
For Mary Magdalene, a common har- 
lot? I think I hear someone say, Then 
I, even, I may hope for mercy! And 
so you may though you are afflicted 
and there is none to comfort you. God 
will not cast out your prayer. He may 
say in this very hour “Be of good cheer, 
thy sins are forgiven thee”; so forgiven 
that they shall reign over thee no more; 
and that “the Holy Spirit shall bear 
witness with thy spirit that thou art 
a child of God.” These are glad tid- 
ings, tidings of great joy which are 
sent to all people. “Ho, every one that 
thirsteth, come ye to the waters; Come 
ye, and buy, without money and with- 
out price.” Whatsoever your sins be, 
“though red like crimson,” though more 
than the hairs of your head, “return ye 
unto the Lord, and He will have mercy 
upon you; and to our God, for He will 
abundantly pardon.” 


When no more objections occur, 
then we are simply told that salvation 
by faith only ought not to be preached 
as the first doctrine, or, at least, not to 
be preached to all. But what saith the 
Holy Spirit? “Other foundation can 
no man lay, than that which is laid, 
even Jesus Christ.” So, then, that 
“whosoever believeth on Him shall be 
saved” is, and must be, the foundation 
of all our preaching; that is, it must be 
preached first. “Well, but not to all.” 
To whom, then, are we not to preach 
it? Whom shall we except? The poor? 
Nay; they have a peculiar right to have 
the gospel preached unto them. The 
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unlearned? No. God hath revealed 
these things unto unlearned and ig- 
norant men from the beginning. The 
young? By no means. Suffer these, in 
any wise, to come unto Christ, and 
forbid them not. The sinners? Least 
of all. “He came not to call the right- 
eous, but sinners to repentance.” Why, 
then, if any, we are to except the rich, 
the learned, the reputable, the moral. 
And, it is true, they too often except 
themselves from hearing; yet we must 
speak the words of our Lord. Our 
commission reads: “Go and preach the 
gospel to every creature.” If any man 


wrest it, or any part of it, to his de- 


struction, he must bear his own burden. 
But still, “‘as the Lord liveth, whatso- 
ever the Lord saith unto us, that we 
will speak.” 


This doctrine of salvation by faith 
has justly been called the strong rock 
and foundation of the Christian reli- 
gion. For this reason the adversary 
so rages whenever salvation by faith is 
declared to the world: for this reason 
did he stir up earth and Hell to destroy 
those who first preached it. And for 
the same reason, knowing that faith 
alone could overturn the foundations 
of his kingdom, did he call forth all his 
forces and employ all his arts of lies 
and calumny to frighten that champion 
of the Lord of Hosts, Martin Luther, 
from reviving it. Nor can we wonder 
at that, for as Luther observes, “How 
it would enrage a proud, strong man 
armed, to be stopped and set at nought 
by a little child coming against him 
with a reed in his hand!” Especially 
when he knew that little child would 
surely overthrow him, and tread him 
underfoot. Even so, Lord Jesus! ‘Thus 
is Thy strength ever made perfect in 
weakness!” Go forth, then, thou little 
child that believest in Him, and “His 
right hand shall teach thee terrible 
things.” Though thou art helpless and 
weak as an infant, the strong man 
shall not be able to stand before thee. 
Thou shalt march on under the great 
Captain of thy salvation, “conquering 
and to conquer,” until all thine enemies 
are destroyed and “death is swallowed 


up in victory.” 


“Now, thanks be to God, which giv- 
eth us the victory through our Lord 
Jesus Christ,” to whom with the Father 


REMEMBER, 2d the Holy Spirit be blessing, and 


glory, and wisdom, and thanksgiving, 
and honor, and power, and might, for- 
ever. - 
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FALSE GODS 

(Continued from page 9) 
suit of such happiness as you may find. 
It will take care of you from your 
cradle to your grave. Therefore, with- 
out coming out in such bald terms and 
saying: bow down, worship the state, 
worship the power, men are led to wor- 
ship at the foot of the throne of state. 
They are at times afraid to express 
themselves because their security be- 
comes endangered. Men: become afraid 
to stand forth and say the things which 
they know to be true because they may 
have the fingers of other men pointed 
at them, and hear other men tell them 
that they are traitors to the peoples’ 
government. It is quite true that in 
Soviet Russia, as well as in other na- 
tions of the earth, the insidious forces 
of communism, which denies God, de- 
nies the true rights of mankind, denies 
the true Christian privileges of a man’s 
soul, have millions and millions of ad- 
herents. 

This kind of philosophy tells man 
to prostrate himself before the image 
of the state, or he shall die. There are 
thousands of foolish men, many of them 
in high places, some of them, God help 
them, in the pulpits of our churches, 
who have espoused this belief. They 
have tried to reconcile the evil desires 
of men for power with the gracious, 
loving tenderness of a saving God. It 
is just as true today as it ever was that 
a man must choose whom he will serve. 
Remember Joshua standing in front of 
his people, and saying, “Choose ye this 
day whom ye will serve.” Will you 
worship the state in its richness? Will 
you worship the god of patriotism, of 
avarice, of comfort, of luxury? Will 
you worship him or will you be true to 
your God? “As for me and my house,” 
said Joshua, “we will serve the Lord.” 

The doctrine of communism is not 
one with which a Christian may safely 
dally. It is not one which a consecrated 
follower of Jesus Christ may take unto 
his bosom and nourish for it will turn 
and be a serpent, a viper therein. 

The other great force is one which 
pains us to discuss, even to think about. 
Let it be said here and now that we 
followers of the great leaders of the 
Reformation have no quarrel with the 
thousands, with the millions of sincere, 
devout Roman Catholic people whom 
we know and have as our friends. We 
have no quarrel with that Church as 
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a Church, as-it seeks to lead men to 
worship at the foot of the Throne of 
God. But we do have a quarrel with, 
and we do stand forth against, with all 
the courage of our religious heritage 
and conviction, that Church as a tem- 
poral power and as a political organiza- 
tion over the earth. 

I hope that all of you read Bishop 
Oxnam’s article in the newspapers some 
days ago. I hope that all of you will 
read Mr. Paul Blanshard’s book, Amer- 
ican Freedom and Catholic Power 
(Eternity Book Service, $3.50). They 
are required reading for us who would 
strive to keep the Church of Jesus 
Christ alive in the hearts of mankind. 

You and I are sought sometimes to 
bow down before certain false gods 
and before certain golden and graven 
images. There are times when some 
of our young people desire to marry 
persons of the Roman Catholic faith. 
And at the time of that marriage, if it 
is to be performed by a Roman Catho- 
lic priest, they must sign legal contracts 
which will sell their children down the 
river into spiritual slavery and thrall- 
dom. I enjoin you parents, and you 
young people, and all you older people 
too, to remember this fact, that we are 
entreated at times, to bow down and 
to worship things in which we do not 
believe. We are told to bring up our 
children, particularly of these mixed 
marriages, in the nurture and admoni- 
tion of shrines in which we do not be- 
lieve, and to have them bow down 
before images in which we have no 
faith. 

“Of course, when we speak like this 
we are accused of being intolerant, of 
being ungrateful, ungracious, anti- 
Roman Catholic. This is simply not 
true. We would fight to the death, as 
our Protestant ancestors have always 
done, for the members of any Church, 
be it Protestant, Roman Catholic, or 
Jewish, to have the right to go into 
the Church of their choice on any day 
of the week and to worship their God 
as they see fit. And we insist on that 
right not only for ourselves, but for 
our children and for our children’s 
children. God help us. It may even 
come again to the place, to the point 
where we shall have to fight for that. 
If we do, it would be well for the polit- 
ical leaders of the Roman Catholic 
Church to remember that historically 
when that Church has.made war on 
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Protestant Christianity, the Roman 
Church ‘has always lost. 

We don’t want our children to be 
told what they may read; what books 
they may have in their homes; what 
newspapers they may take; what movies 
or plays they may see; what songs they 
may sing; nor what friends they may 
have. We are free men. Our ancestors 
died to make this land free, and we 
can do no less than so live to make it 
free. 


There are many, many other ways 
by which a Christian may turn against 
his God. There are things which you 
and I may bow before and to which 
we may give ourselves up. Why are 
we not more like Habakkuk the proph- 
et, in the face of these two great threat- 
ening powers of today? He was a great 
prophet of God, and was entreated to 
bow down and worship false gods as 
Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego 
were. Habakkuk turned and said to 
the people: 

For though the fig: tree shall not 

flourish, 

Neither shall fruit be in the vines, 

The labor of the olive shall fail, 

And the fields shall yield no food; 

And the flock shall be cut off from 

the fold, 

And there shall be no herd in the 

stalls, 

Yet will I rejoice in the Lord, 

I will exult in the God of my sal- 

vation. 

It’s high time that you and I let the 
world know where we stand in the 
face of communism, in the face of the 
political activity of the Roman Cath- 
olic Church, in the face of religious 
persecution, in the face of any other 
kind of persecution by any kind of 
group. It is time for us to stand and 
to say: We will not. We will not wor- 
ship your false gods, nor your graven 
images. That is the duty, the duty of 
every Christian. God help a Christian 
who sells his invincible birthright of 
faith, and of life for any earthly mess 
of pottage. 
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BIBLE TREES 
(Continued from page 6) 


spective about this: it is the respon- 
sibility of God, the Husbandman, to 
deal with our lives, and He tells us 
in verse 3, “Now ye are clean through 
the Word which I have spoken unto 
you.” We are not to be concerned 
with ourselves, with our spiritual 
condition, with anything except 
abiding in Him: we are to accept 
our sanctification by faith, and to 
be concerned only with abiding. 


No branch severed from the Vine 
can be fruitful, for it is only the life 
of the Vine flowing into and through 
the branch, that causes the branch 
to bring forth fruit: the branch can- 
not bear fruit of itself. 
as a branch, abide in Christ, if we 
continually let His life flowinto our 
life, it will flow through us and out 


of us, and we shall bring forth much . 


fruit. The branch makes no effort 
to bear fruit; it is the natural process 
inherent in a branch which is draw- 
ing its life from the vine. So no 
effort by a Christian is involved in 
fruitbearing, no restless energy, no 
keenness nor enthusiasm, nothing 
but the fight of faith to abide con- 
stantly and to draw life from the 
Vine. Nor is fruitbearing depen- 
dent on circumstances, nor upon our 
own feelings. The branches may be 
stormtossed, bent and beaten by re- 
lentless attacks of the enemy, and 
may feel well-nigh overcome, but 
nothing can intercept the flow. of 
the sap from the vine, and we are 
amazed at the strength and resilience 
of the branches under temptation, 
and at the way in which they con- 
tinue to bring forth fruit in such 
circumstances. “He that abideth in 
Me and I in him, the same bringeth 
forth much fruit.” The whole honor 
of God is involved in our fruitbear- 
ing: His promises and faithfulness 
are at stake, and 
lieve not yet He abideth faithful; 
He cannot deny Himself.” He has 
promised that if we abide in Him we 
shail bring forth much fruit; not a 
little fruit, nor some fruit, but much 
fruit. 

Let us let the life of God flow 
through us in such measure that we 
set no limit to the fruit which is 
produced from our lives. In John 
15:7, 8, lies the secret of a fruitful 
Christian life. “If ye abide in Me 
and My Words abide in you,” that 
is the condition; “ye shall ask what 
ye will, and it shall be done unto 
you;” that is the promise. And if 
we would know what to ask in order 
that God may be glorified by our 
life, let us look at verse 8, “herein 
is My Father glorified that ye bear 
much fruit.” 

O Lord, prune us of all that is not 
fruitful; take from us anything that 
absorbs time or thought or energy, 
but which is not bringing forth 
fruit; open our whole personalities 
that the life of Christ may flow 
through us in full measure, and may 
bring forth much fruit, and so our 
lives may glorify Thee. 
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Here we print the prayer requests 
of our readers. If you have a real bur- 
den and will promise to pray with us 
for all of the requests set forth here. 
write to us. We will assign a number 
to your request and print it. 


54 


A college student asks for prayer 
for a fellow student who is a Roman 
Catholic, separated from his wife, 
and not satisfied with his church. “He 
is not at all hard to reason with and 
does listen to the Christian interpre- 
tation of things, but he needs to get 
acquainted with the Gospel at first 
hand.” He needs your prayers to that 
end. 


55 
A public school teacher who finds 
it difficult to make ends meet on her 
salary wants prayér that she may be 


led to the right solution of her finan- 
cial problem. 


56 


We are asked to pray for the sister- 
in-law of a reader who writes: “She 
has expressed a desire to become a 
Protestant, though she is now a Cath- 
olic. I believe God is leading and I 
am trusting that her experience will 
be a spiritual one.” 


57 


An elderly reader who suffers from 
arthritis requests prayer for relief. 


When you know that God has an- 


. swered, tell us and we will give Him 


the praise together. Let us share with 
you in your thanksgiving that His 
name may be glorified and that the 
faith of many may be strengthened. 


BEFORE THEY CALL 

The request which follows was set 
in type for this issue: 

A reader requests prayer for her 
only living sister who is threatened 
with cancer. Pray that God’s will 
may be done in both their lives and 
that He may be glorified. 

But before it could be printed the 
answer came as our reader tells us: 

“A few weeks ago I wrote to you, 
asking that you join in prayer for my 
sister, who was threatened with a pos- 
sible cancer. 

“To our great joy the suspicious 
manifestations entirely cleared away ; 
so that when examination was made 
by a specialist, no sign of it remained. 
For_this we give praise in love and 
humility.” 





DENTIST WANTED 
We pass along to our readers this 
request from a missionary dentist in 


Africa. Eternity would be glad to 
hear from anyone interested in this 
work. 

“We are praying that the Lord will 
lay it on the heart of a good dentist, 
a Christian dentist, if only for a spe- 
cial term of two or three years, to 
teach these dental students and super- 
vise the clinic during my furlough. 
We go to France for six months’ lan- 
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guage study on the way home this 
time, so we will be away from the 
work for about 16 months. One that 
knows some French would be best, 
but not imperative as I have three 
men: here now that know English. 
The salary is low, single person about 
$125 a month, and a married couple, 


$180.” 


SPANISH BIBLES 


The chaplain in the Canal Zone to 
whom we have sent Bibles writes: 

“T cannot tell you how much we ap- 
preciate the Spanish Bibles. With 
careful and prayerful use they ought 
to last a year, I think. At least, I am 
going to try to make them do so. Last 
night I-had my regular midweek 
meeting with one of the Puerto Rican 
batteries of soldiers, at which there 
was an attendance of 15 men inside 
and several more outside listening. 
We use Spanish mimeographed song 
sheets which we prepare in our office, 
and I play the baby organ, of course, 
for ali services. One of the Puerto 
Rican soldiers does quite well in lead- 
ing the singing. 

“But the thing. that I noticed and 
which greatly encouraged me was the 
fact that almost every man had either 
his Bible or New Testament, and to 
the ones who did not have them, we 
gave copies to use. This is what we 
want to develop in them, for the 
Word itself gives the promise, “The 
entrance of Thy Word giveth light.” 
I have a meeting each night of the 
week except Saturday, two of them 
with Puerto Rican batteries, and the 
others with Americans, both soldiers 
and civilian employes of the Army. 
Incidentally, it is estimated that about 
15% of the Puerto Ricans are Prot- 
estants. Many of these are only nom- 
inal Christians, of course, and the line 
of demarcation between Roman Cath- 
olics and Protestants is often very 
thin. Many of the Roman Catholics 
do attend our services from time to 
time.” 











Order the Books you want from: 
THE APPROVED -BOOKS STORE 
1721 Spring Garden Street 
Philadelphia 30, Penna. 


Write for Daily Vacation Bible School catalog. 
Special service to Ministers, Churches, and 
Sunday Schools. 
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110 acres— 11 buildings, 10-acre athletic field — the 4 main buildings shown above 
house furnished classrooms and dormitories, 5,000-volume library, equipped science 
laboratory, chapel and business offices. 


HOW THE “MIRACLE DOLLAR CAMPUS” 
MAY BE “WHOLLY THE LORD'S” 


NOT by the FIRST VICTORY —the bid of a 
single dollar more than our competitor — for which 
we praise God! 

Order of the Brothers of the Sacred 

Heart of New England... $331,000 


Providence Bible Institute $331,009 


NOR by the SECOND VICTORY — the 181,001 
“miracle dollars” that poured in from God's people 
to meet the deadline for the down payment and thus 
secure title — for which we likewise praise God! 


BUT by our receiving, by June 1, the last “Miracle 
Dollar™ of the $150,000 yet needed to make the final 
payment on the property. This would be the THIRD 
VICTORY, for which we would also praise God! 


THIS THIRD VICTORY WOULD MEAN 
. the property would be “wholly the Lord's” 
. God would be honored and further praise would 
be given Him 
. a saving of $6,000 annual interest 


. More recruits training for the Lord’s Army to 
obey the Command of the Great Commission. 


THE EYES OF THOUSANDS are still turned 
toward “Providence” watching and waiting to see if 
the balance can be raised to pay for this property 
“in full.” 


ONE SINGLE DOLLAR 


from everyone who reads this appeal — and that’s all 
we ask, unless you care to give more —will help 
achieve this 


THIRD GLORIOUS VICTORY! 


Will You Help Make This Campus “Wholly The Lord's" By Sending Your “Miracle Dollar” Today? 


PROVIDENCE BIBLE INSTITUTE 
100 State Street 


Providence 8, 


Rhode Island 


The complete story of “The Miracle Dollar” will be sent you upon request. 














THE BIBLE that will Surprises pe: see a W. Boovos 


Most 
aes 
Bible 
Published 


Reveals Spiritual Meaning of 


‘Gives Desired Information More 


55 FEATURES... 


Srlon, - ae 


Quickly 


7 GREAT DEPARTMENTS MAKE— 


THE NEW CHAIN-REFERENCE BIBLE 


Truly a Bible PLUS a Biblical Library 
in ONE Volume 


EDITED BY REV. F. C. TH 


READ WHAT OTHERS SAY: 


Justice Glenn Terrell, Former Chief Justice of the 
Supreme Court of Florida: ‘‘The inscription over the 
entrance of the Library of the Florida State College 
for Women in Tallahassee, Florida, is: 
‘The Half of Knowledge Is to Know Where to 
Find Knowledge.’ 

The New Chain Reference Bible is ‘Where’ to find 
the fullest spiritual truths and to gain the most com- 
plete knowledge of the Bible in the easiest way. For 
the past twe years I have used the New Chain Refer- 
ence Bible and I have found it the best of them all.” 
Dr. Harry Rimmer: “I feel that no student should 
be without this splendid aid to Bible study and in- 
struction.” The Late Dr. Walter A. Maier: “I use the 
New Chain Reference Bible with continued delight 
and would not be without it.” Dr. Robert G. Lee: 
“This is to testify that I have used the Thompson 
Chain Reference Bible for several years in my study 


OMPSON, D.D., PH. D. 


market today. I wish that every reader of the Bible 
and every student of the Bible had a copy of this 
unusually helpful Bible.” Dr. Charles E. Fuller: “I 
wish every preacher and teacher of the Word had a 
copy of this most usable and logical reference work.” 
Dr. J. A. Huffman: “I have never seen so much 
splendid help crowded into a single volume of the 
Bible.” The Late Dr. J. B. Tidwell: “The New Chain 
Reference Bible is the best yet. It has more helps 
than any other Bible.” Dr. Leander 8S. Keyser: “The 
New Chain Reference Bible is a treasure-house of 
useful information. Surely, this is the Bible that 
ought to be in every home.” Dr. H. Framer Smith: 
“I find that it surpasses them all for real practical 
helps. To anyone desiring a better knowledge of the 
Scriptures I would say, examine this work before 
buying any other Bible.” Dr. Bob Jones, Sr.: “T 
wish I could influence every Christian to purchase 


of the Bible.° 


I believe it is the very best on the 


one of these Bibles.” 


Rapidly Replacing Other Bibles —Has So Many More New Helps! 


1. Unique chart showing Origin and Growth of the Englieh 
a % 


The Outline Studies of Bible Periods, comparing Bib- 
Bea History with Contemporary Secular History. 

3. The Analysis of the Bible asa Whole. 

4. The Analysis of each of the 66 Books of the Bible. 

5. The Analysis of every Chapter of the New Testament. 

6. The Analysis ofthe Verses of the entire Bible. 

7. The Numerical and Chain Reference Systems. 

8. Special Analysis of the Important Bible Characters. 

9. Contrast between the Old and New Testaments. 

10. The Topical Treasury. New Topics for Prayer Meet- 
ings, Men's Meetings, Women yea Missionary Meet- 
ings, Young People’s Meetings 

11. Special Bible Readings! ~ priv ate devotions and pub- 
fic services. New and different subjects. 

12. Bible Harmonies of the Lives of Moses and Paul. 

13. Special Portraits of Jesus. 

14. Chart of the Messianic Stars. 

15. Chart showing cause of the Babylonian Captivity. 

16. Chart of the Temple of Truth, illustrating the Ser- 
mon on the Mount. 

= Chart of Jesus’ Hours on the Cross. 

+. he Christian Workers’ Outfit. Of special value to soul 


wo. 9 All Prominent Bible Characters Classified, listing the 
Patriarchs, Leaders in Early Hedrew History, Courageous 
Reformers, ete., with meaning of their names given. 

20. Golden C hapters of the Bible. 

21. A Complete Genera! Index of over seven thousand 
topics, names and places. 

_22. Special Memory Verses selected from each Book of the 


23. Chart Showing Seven Editions of Divine Law. 

24. Graph of the Prodiga| Son. 

25. Bible Mnemonics, or how to memorize. 

26. The Principles and Best Methods of Bible Study. 

27. Pictorial] Illustration of the River of Inspiration. 

28. Bible Markings, Explaining best methods of marking 
one's Bible. 

29. Concordance. 

30. Atlas of 12 colored maps with index for quickly locat- 
ing places. 

Other Features in Text Cyclopedia 

31. Topieal Study of the Bible. Correlated Scriptures 

printed out in full under 2467 topics and sub-topics. Three 
as many as in any other Bit ble. 


32. Contrast Study of Great Truths of the Bible. Enables 


‘ou to study the Constructive and Destructive Forces of 
Lit fe, with the Bible verses printed out in full under such sub- 
jects as Faith—Unbelief, Love—Hatred, Courage—Fear, ete. 

33. Life Studies, such as Business Life, Home Life, Devo- 
tional Life, The Surrendered Life, ete. 

34. Bible Stories for Children. A list of 56 stories to be 
— from the Bible itself. 

Miracles of _ the Old and New Testaments listed 
fn Chrenaiogcal 

6. Parables of the "Old Testament. Parables of the New 
md. listing those given in One Gospel Only, those 
givenin Two, and those given in Three. 

37. Titles and Names of Christ; of the Holy Spirit; of God 
the aes hj ag 

38. General Bible wagtarinn. 

39. A List of the Prophets of the Bible. 

40. List of Judges of Israel and Judah given in Chronolog- 
ica 

41. List of the Notable Women of the Bible. 

42. Mountains and Hills referred to in Bible, listing the 
Scenes of Great Events. 

43. Dictionary Material. 

4. Tables of Time. Money, Weights and Measures. 


Eleven New Features Added in the Third Improved Edition 


45. The Historica! Bridge, covering interval between the 
Old and New Testaments. 

46. Chart showing the History of th< Apostles. 

47. Harmony of the Gospels, citing references in different 

pels where events are given. 

45. Calendar of the Christian Era. 

49. The Post-Resurrection Appearances of Jesus, illus- 
trated with well-known paintings. 

- Chart of the Seven Churches of Asia, described by 


si, An Outline History of the Evangelistic and Missionary 
Work of the Early Church. 

a The prophesies Concerning Jesus and their Fulfillment, 

~~ ; ronologically, with principal verses printed out 
in ful 


53. Map Showing Approximate Distances from Jerusalem 
to V w= Historical Points. 
Chart Showing the Interior Arrangement of the Temple 
at yi 
85. Thirteen Special Illustrated Maps Showing the Jour- 
neys of Jesus, Peter, Paul. and the Journeys of the Children 
of — from Egypt to Canaan. These are separate mapa, 
mind you—not several crowded on one page. 


B.B. Atrkbride BIBLE CO. 


DEPT. E-344 
INDIANAPO 


K 
L 


OF P. BLDG. 
S. INDIANA 


The Revised Version is given in the wide 
margin opposite the verses, wherever an im- 
portant diff. in occurs. 





Be Fair to Yourself! 
See this special Bible with its un- 
equaled practical helps before you 
buy any Bible—or you may regret 
it as others have. Ask your pastor 
about it. No other Bible is so high- 
ly praised by so many renowned 

Bible Students. 


SEND NOW 
for this 
big FREE 
descriptive 


BOOK 
Agents Wanted 


r o. B. ¥ Se ga oo co., 
K. of P. Bldg. 


Dept. E-344 
Indianapolis, Indiana. 








(0 Without cost or obligation to me, send 
a copy of the big illustrated book, “A New 
Bible for a New Day,” and full particulars 
concerning the Third Improved Edition of 
your New Chain Reference Bible. 


( Send your special terms to Representa- 
tives. 











